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All-dear 
on mints 
labelling 



AN INVESTIGATION by 
the health secretary into caf¬ 
feine levels in a mint after a 
father died of a massive 
overdose has found the lab¬ 
elling of the packet to be 
‘adequate’. 

But a food safety body will 
carry out more checks to 
establish if current advice to 
consumers needs to be 
updated. John Jackson, aged 
40, was found dead at his 
home in Walsall Road, Dar- 
laston, in May after eating 
Hero Mints which contain 
high levels of the stimulant. 

Just one of the sweets 
favoured by Mr Jackson is 
said to contain more caffeine 
than a can of a high-energy 
drink such as Red Bull. 

Senior coroner Robin Bal¬ 
main wrote to the Depart¬ 
ment of Health about Mr 
Jackson’s case to warn of the 
potential dangers of high 
caffeine levels in the energy 
sweets after the inquest two 
months ago. In his reply Sec¬ 
retary of State for Health 
Jeremy Hunt said: “The 
FSA considers the labelling 
and information provided 
for caffeine in these mints is 
adequate.” 


Hall to be full 
of questions 

A LIVE recording of the 
BBC Radio 4 Any Questions 
programme takes place in 
Walsall next month. 

Walsall Central Hall is to 
host the recording which 
will be chaired by Jonathan 
Dimbleby on February 14 
from 7.15pm. 

The panel is due to inc¬ 
lude Secretary of State for 
Transport, Patrick McLou- 
ghlin, Home Affairs Select 
Committee member Keith 
Vaz, Sir Peter Bazalgette, 
chairman of the Arts 
Council and Times colum¬ 
nist Camilla Cavendish. For 
ticket details call 01922 
721643 or 01922 745654. 


40 NURSES SOUGHT 
BY MANOR BOSSES 


by Craig Hughes 


BOSSES at the Manor Hospital are now await¬ 
ing responses after a recruitment drive for up to 
40 nurses was launched as part of £1.3 million 
spending plans. 

More registered nurses are being earmarked for the hospi¬ 
tal to provide additional cover, particularly during nights. It 
follows a review of staffing levels at Walsall Healthcare 
NHS Trust, and comes after chiefs took on more than 100 


£14m will 
stem tide, 
say chiefs 

THE MANOR will struggle to cope 
with rising numbers of patients 
unless it receives a £14 million 
upgrade, health chiefs have 
insisted. 

Bosses said the investment is nec¬ 
essary if it is to deal with increasing 
demands from the Staffordshire 
area. Final recommendations for 
the downgrading of Stafford Hospi¬ 
tal have been revealed. It will see 
extra patients go to neighbouring 
areas such as Stoke, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and Walsall. 

The health trust in Walsall says it 
needs £14m of funding to create two 
new medical wards, extend mater¬ 
nity services and contribute tow¬ 
ards a revamp of the A&E and ITU. 

It is awaiting confirmation of the 
funding but, speaking at the latest 
meeting of the board, chief execu¬ 
tive Richard Kirby, said: “I think we 
would find it a real challenge in 
accommodating the Staffordshire 
work we are going to be asked to do 
in a few years time if we don’t get 
that capital resource. 

“We saw a big increase last year, 
we have seen another big increase 
this year. Without the ability to 
expand the physical capacity on site 
it would be very difficult for us to 
continue to do that.” 


new health staff. 

Health bosses insist the current 
level of staffing is safe but say they 
want to further increase registered 
nurses on the wards. 

The temporary wards at 12 and 
14 became permanent in 2013 to 
deal with rising numbers of admis¬ 
sions. The increased demand has 
led to record expenditure on tempo¬ 
rary workers, with the bill hitting 
more than £2m a month at one 
stage. 

The review has recommended 
extra registered nurses on wards 
which deal with complex medical 
conditions at night. An additional 
clinical support worker and 
evening shift co-ordinator on the 
acute medical unit are also being 
suggested, along with more 
daytime workers in some areas. 

Increase 

The proposals, expected to cost 
just over £1.3m, are subject to the 
allocation of funding. 

In a report to the trust, director 
of nursing Sue Hartley said: “The 
trust has committed significant 
resources to increase the nursing 
workforce during the past two 
years. This has made a positive 
impact on the care received by 
patients. 

“However, two additional wards 
have now been opened, and staffing 
for those areas has diluted the 
number of experienced nurses on 
each ward.” An investment would 
come despite the hospital needing 
to save up to £13m during the 
course of this year. 

Emergency admissions have 
rocketed by up to 40 per cent at the 
Manor, with increasing numbers of 
patients from Staffordshire. 


Brenda’s childhood trophy pride 



Brenda Garbett, with family and friends, including her children, from left, Mandy Davies, Elaine Butler, Pam 
Alford and Keith Garbett, is seen holding the trophy for being the 1,000th child born at Bloxwich Hospital 


BRENDA Garbett still treasures the trophy handed to her 
mother Lily to celebrate being the 1,000th child born at a 
hospital. And she took it along to a party for her 80th birth¬ 
day surrounded by friends and family. 

Mrs Garbett was born at the old Bloxwich Hospital on 
December 30, 1933. Staff gave her mother a trophy to mark 
the occasion and their photograph was printed in the 
Express & Star. 

The hospital was built in 1850 but became the Walsall 
Maternity and Child Welfare Institution in 1928. Mrs 
Garbett’s daughters Elaine, now 57, and Pam, 54 were born 
there but the site now offers mental health services for older 
people. Mrs Garbett also has another daughter Mandy, 51 
and son Keith, 45, along with seven grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. 

Now living in the Mossley Estate, Bloxwich, Mrs Garbett, 
whose husband Raymond died of cancer five years ago, says 
she often talks of being the 1,000th baby born at the hospital. 
The party at the Plough and Harrow in Uxbridge Street, Hed- 
nesford was organised by her family. She said: “It was a lovely 
party and we had a beautiful time. ” Mrs Garbett was a leather 
worker and a dinner lady at Mossley Primary School. 



A cutting from 1933 with her mother Lily 
Farnell and matron Miss E Wilkinson 


Cabbies' 
joy after 
right turn 
ban lifted 

DRIVERS of black cabs in 
Walsall are celebrating after 
a successful campaign to 
overturn a ban on turning 
right into a town centre 
street. 

Taxi licensing chiefs say 
that the changes will be 
introduced in the new year 
for Hackney Carriages using 
Hatherton Road, which has 
bus lanes. Regular traffic is 
currently banned from 
making a right turn into 
Lichfield Street and that will 
remain in force. 

Mirza Khalid, chairman of 
the Hackney Carriage Asso¬ 
ciation in Walsall, said: “We 
have been fighting for two 
years to get the right turn at 
Hatherton Road. 

“At one stage we were told 
the junction layout was too 
dangerous, but now the 
councillors are saying 
there’s no reason why we 
can’t have it. We’re 100 per 
cent delighted with this 
move.” 

Mr Khalid also said spaces 
where black cabs can park 
are limited in the town 
centre, with only a handful 
available. 

Taxi licensing sub-com¬ 
mittee chairman Councillor 
Keith Sears also welcomed 
the decision, which follows 
talks between highways 
bosses and the association. 

“The black cabs were pro¬ 
hibited from turning right 
from Hatherton Road into 
Lichfield Street, but that 
has been rectified now.” 

Care praise 
for hospice 

A HOSPICE has been 
praised by a health watch¬ 
dog following an inspection. 

Acorns Children’s 

Hospice, in Walstead Road, 
Walsall, passed all areas of a 
recent inspection by the 
Care Quality Commission. 

The report commented on 
the ‘child centred’ approach 
to care that ensured individ¬ 
ual children’s needs and 
choices were respected and 
met. It also identified the 
wide ranging services 
offered by the hospice 
including therapies such as 
hydrotherapy, aromather¬ 
apy and reflexology. 


Advertisement 


T his incredible heating 
could be the answer 
to help beat the ever 
increasing energy costs and 
amazingly, it is not, gas or 
oil, or solid fuel - but electric! 
It’s clean, Simple to install, 
Powerful, Economical, and no 
more servicing costs - EVER! 
All you need is a normal 
electricity supply and a plug 
socket and NO standard tariff 
like economy seven. 


In Germany, Austria, 
Eastern Europe and even 
America, more and more 
people are choosing to heat 
their homes and offices with 
this very special form of 
electric heating in preference 
to gas, oil, LPG or any other 
form of conventional central 
heating or economy seven. 

Here in the Midlands more 
and more of our customers 
are making that same 


decision and when you see 
this incredible heating for 
yourself, you could be next! 

The heating looks just like 
a conventional radiator, 
but STOP! It is very, very 
different! 

Put simply, the clunky 
central heating boiler needing 
constant servicing and 
replacement parts isn’t the 
only choice any more! 



Now you can choose to 
heat your homes, offices, 
extensions or conservatories 
with this incredible German 
heating which provides 
individual control over every 
single room without the need 
for a central control or space 
to site a boiler. Now the 
boiler space can also become 
a storage area! 


Installation takes minutes 
and running is completely 
clean, there is no danger of 
leakage, no holes through 
walls, no floorboards up 
and no tradesmen trundling 
around the house wielding 
pipe cutters, hammers, 
wrenches and dirty work- 
boots. This incredible heating 
simply plugs in and that’s it! 
Job Done! You can even do 
just 


one room or the whole 
house! 

Get your free info pack 
right away by calling 
01889 576732. 

Is electric heating expensive 
to run? You’ll be amazed! 
Electric heating has never 
looked like this before, 
however, this is not new, it 
has been a mainstream form 
of heating for a very long 


time in Germany and Austria 
and for many people actually 
in preference to central 
heating with gas, oil or even 
Economy 7 

Discover for yourself 
this incredible German 
heating, get your free info 
pack right away by calling 
Simple Heating Solutions 
on Rugeley: 01889 576732. 
Ask for Martin. 
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Carpet ambition sparked blaze bid 


A RECKLESS plot to get a new 
carpet sparked a blaze that put lives 
at risk, a judge heard. 

David Stone doused a towel with 
lighter fuel and used it to start two 
small fires on the floor of the 
bedroom of his home, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court was told. 

It was on the ground floor of a 
three- storey block with a dozen flats 
in it on New Street, Bloxwich, said 
prosecutor Mr Jeremy Janes. 


The 42-year-old defendant called 
the fire service and later told offi¬ 
cials: “I am sorry - I started it 
myself,” the court heard. 

Mr Janes said: “He explained that 
he had decided to burn the carpet 
because it was soiled and he thought 
this would be a way to get a new one. 
He had not considered the conse¬ 
quences.” Stone, who was depressed 
after the breakdown of his marriage 
and loss of his job, was taken to hos¬ 


pital for treatment for smoke inh¬ 
alation but nobody else was hurt as 
a result of the June 15 fire. The blaze 
was quickly extinguished,but Mr 
Janes warned: “This kind of inci¬ 
dent often spreads quickly.” 

Miss Alison Scott-Jones, defend¬ 
ing, said his client had been ‘stupid’ 
but was full of remorse. “He is thor¬ 
oughly ashamed of his behaviour,” 
Miss Scott-Jones said. “He showed 
reckless disregard and stupidity. He 


has a history of depression and the 
mixture of his medication and 
alcohol is a combination that causes 
him difficulties.” 

Stone, whose only previous con¬ 
viction was for dangerous driving, 
had since given up the flat and gone 
to live with his father in Willenhall, 
it was said. He admitted arson while 
reckless as to whether life was end¬ 
angered and was jailed for 16 
months. 


Borough makes a loss 
on charges for parking 


PARKING charges helped rake in more than 
£3 million for local authorities across the 
West Midlands, it was revealed today - but 
Walsall Council made a loss of £286,000. 

Bosses at the authority have blamed the big Tesco 
store in the town, saying the free parking for shop¬ 
pers had hit revenue for 2012/2013. 


Five are hurt 
after bus is 
in collision 
with Nissan 

FOUR passengers and a 
driver were hurt when a bus 
collided with a car on a 
railway bridge in Walsall. 

The National Express 
West Midlands number 29 
service was heading towards 
Ryecroft Cemetery on 
Coalpool Lane when the 
smash, which also involved a 
silver Nissan travelling in 
the opposite direction, hap¬ 
pened. 

A woman and three chil¬ 
dren who were among the 
passengers on the bus who 
were taken to Walsall Manor 
with minor bumps and 
bruises. The driver of the car 
was also taken to hospital 
for treatment in the wake of 
the crash which happened at 
7.30pm on Thursday 
December 19. 

No-one was seriously 
injured. Fire crews from 
Walsall and Bloxwich were 
the first at the scene. 

Walsall firefighter David 
Edgar said: “The car driver 
appeared to have an injury. 
When we got there his 
friends and family had got 
him out and he was lying on 
the ground at the side of the 
road. 

“We tried to assist him 
and the people on the bus 
who seemed to have been 
jolted by the impact of the 
collision.” 


Three councils in the area 
are operating their parking 
at a loss, while the rest all 
recorded a profit from on 
and off-street parking opera¬ 
tions. It comes as it emerged 
parking profits across the 
country have reached a 
record high in the last finan¬ 
cial year. 

Wolverhampton City 
Council was the top earner 
in the Black Country, bring¬ 
ing in £930,000 while 
Dudley Council made 
£409,000. 

In Staffordshire, Lichfield 
made a £1 million profit, 
Stafford raked in £770,000 
and Cannock Chase made 
£168,000. Wyre Forest 
brought in £420,000. 

Nationally, 52 of the 353 
local authorities in England 
recorded negative numbers. 

South Staffordshire 
Council made a loss of 
£82,000 and Sandwell 
Council lost £17,000. 

Concern 

Councillor Chris Towe, 
finance boss at Walsall 
Council, said: “We are doing 
our best to maintain the car 
parks and encourage people 
into the town. 

“One of the biggest issues 
is that the Tesco car park in 
the town centre is free to use 
so people prefer to park 
there. We also have excellent 
public transport links which 
means people don’t need to 
use the car parks. 

“It is a concern because 
we do need the money to 
maintain the car parks. 

“It is also a fine balance 
because people would not be 
very happy and would not 
use the car parks if we put up 
the price of parking.” 


Siblings sip tea with the stars 



James and Sadie have afternoon tea with Marvin Humes from JLS and Britney Spears 


MOST sisters would say thanks with a 
present, a meal or a card - but grateful 
Sadie Colbourn went much further 
after help from her brother with her 
premature twins. 

She only fixed up afternoon tea with pop 
megastars Britney Spears and Marvin 
Humes from JLS. 

Sadie’s sons George and Riley Haynes, 
now aged four were born at just 26 weeks. 

She said: “They were in hospital for four 
months, and James was just so good 
throughout it all. Even though a lot of the 
time he wasn’t allowed to visit the boys, he 
would just sit with me in the hospital and 
keep me company.” 

Sadie, of Hawkswell Drive, Willenhall, 
said when she came home from hospital, 
James was always there to lend a hand. 
When George and Riley were just a year old, 
Sadie was told her children had cerebral 
palsy. She said: “It was such a shock. I didn’t 
even know what it was, and it was all a huge 
learning curve. James was always there, 
helping me through it.” 

Sadie contacted the hit ITV show Sur- 





A Christmas hug from the singing star 


prise Surprise to see if they could help say 
thank you and the pair were whisked off to 
London, and taken to the Savoy Hotel. 

Sadie said: “James was so shocked when 
Marvin turned up at the door. At the Savoy 
we were treated to afternoon tea, and then 
all of a sudden Britney walked in with a tray 
of scones. We both had a fantastic day.” 


Driveway 
solution 
aired for 
parking 

HOMEOWNERS could be 
asked to loan or rent out 
their driveways under plans 
to tackle problem parking 
around a school. It is one of a 
string of ideas being looked 
at to try to address long- 
running parking problems 
in Essington, South 
Staffordshire. 

Parish councillor David 
Clifft said the poor parking 
near to a school in the village 
has got so bad it is an ‘acci¬ 
dent waiting to happen’. The 
idea would see people whose 
driveways are unoccupied at 
the time when children are 
arriving and leaving school 
to allow parents to use them. 

Councillor Clifft said it 
could involve a loan or even 
a rental agreement. Prob¬ 
lems have centred around 
bad parking near St John’s 
Primary School. 

Earlier this month, resi¬ 
dents were urged to name 
and shame parents who 
were parking illegally 
outside the school. 

They said it was a ‘last 
resort’ to encourage people 
to park sensibly. 

Councillor Clifft said 
another option would be to 
fine people who are caught 
parking illegally. But he said 
the idea of loaning out drive¬ 
ways could benefit both 
homeowners and parents. 

Sister Dora 
service due 

A NURSING heroine will be 
remembered at an annual 
service next week. 

Walsall’s own Florence 
Nightingale - Sister Dora - 
will be remembered at a 
service of thanksgiving on 
January 12. It is always held 
on the Sunday before her 
birthday. The service is at St 
Paul’s Church at The Cross¬ 
ing, Walsall town centre, 
from 11am. 

The congregation will 
leave St Paul’s Church at 
11.50am to process to the 
Statue of Sister Dora for the 
laying of floral tributes. 

£1,000 raised by 
firm for charity 

AN ALARM firm has don¬ 
ated £1,000 to Barnado’s. 
Spectrum Fire Protection 
(UK) Ltd based in Middle- 
more Lane, Walsall, has 
been providing fire alarms 
for Barnardo’s buildings in 
the Midlands for five years. 

Paul Kerman, from the 
firm, said: “We hope that 
this small contribution will 
help with their work.” 
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Feel secure with our 
23 years experience 
and insurance 
backed guarantee 
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INlERFRAME ■■■■ 

www.windowtechinterframe.co.uk 




The Name You Can Trust 


“Improving Homes for over 23 Years 9 


Walsall ...01922 455018 Wolverhampton...01902 582051 24 Hr No...07853 248056 

Windowtech Interframe Limited, Unit 9 Brickyard Road, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8SR 
Factory Showroom opening times: Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat lOam-lpm 


GAS IN SAFE HANDS 
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Plumbing and Heating Engineers 

•7 Years Warranty on all Worcester Bosch Boilers 
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Homes are 
empty as 
hopefuls' 
list grows 

HUNDREDS of homes are 
standing empty while thou¬ 
sands of families are stuck 
on waiting lists, new figures 
reveal. 

More than 31,000 people 
are waiting for homes - but 
over 1,000 are not being 
used. However, the number 
of empty properties has 
more than halved in the last 
two years - from 2,500 in 
2011 - and bosses insist 
progress is being made. 

Some 4,503 are on the 
waiting list with Walsall 
Housing Group, with 186 
homes standing vacant. 

Sarah Johnson, Tenancy 
Services Manager at WHG, 
said: “The number of empty 
properties we currently 
have has fallen by more than 
half compared to this time 
last year. 

“This reflects our efforts 
to turn around empty prop¬ 
erties as quickly as possible 
and this continues to be our 
number one priority. We will 
continue to look at ways to 
keep the number of empty 
homes to a minimum. ” 

Sandwell Housing has 
7,191 on the waiting list - 
with 37 empty homes. 

Wolverhampton Homes 
director Mr Henderson 
added: “We re-let properties 
in an average of 25 days but 
do have some that we have to 
keep empty for longer so 
that we can carry out 
improvement works.” 

Knife threat 
robber took 
off with box 

A ROBBER armed with a 
knife threatened a security 
guard and demanded cash in 
a raid on a bank in Stafford¬ 
shire. The robbery hap¬ 
pened at Barclays Bank at 
Sankey’s Corner, Chase 
Terrace. 

When the security guard 
stepped out of the vehicle, he 
was approached by a man 
wearing a balaclava who 
threatened him with a knife 
before making off with a 
dark grey box with an undis¬ 
closed amount of money. 

The guard was uninjured 
but the raider got into a 
silver Insignia saloon-type 
car which was being driven 
by another male and drove 
off across the crossroads into 
Rugeley Road. 

Staffordshire Police offi¬ 
cers are investigating the 
robbery, at 3.15pm on 
Thursday December 19, and 
are appealing for any wit¬ 
nesses to call 101. 


IT WAS a Christmas wish come true for 
budding actress Lucie Brown - her first 
ever TV role. The six-year-old from Ess- 
ington is appearing as one of the family in 
new comedy pilot Raised By Wolves, 
which was screened on Channel 4. 

Lucie plays four-year-old Mariah, part 
of a family of eight children living in a 
council house in Wolverhampton. 

She is the sister of Germaine and 
Aretha, based upon the Wolverhampton- 
born writers Caitlin and Caroline Moran. 

Lucie goes to St John’s Primary School 
in Essington and to CHB School of Per- absolutely loved the experience and had a 


really good time. It was her first ever 
audition. She’s a very cute little girl and 
she’s very confident as well.” 

The mother of three, of Broad Lane, 
said Lucie had also applied for Britain’s 
Got Talent to perform as a pop singer. 

Fellow cast members include Ger¬ 
maine, who is played by 20-year-old 
Helen Monks. She has also played Pip in 
radio soap The Archers. The mother of 
the TV family, Della, is played by 
Rebekah Staton, aged 32, who grew up in 
Penkridge and narrates BBC Three’s 
Don’t Tell The Bride. Lucie Brown, from Essington, who stars in the show 


Lucie no sheep in wolves clothing for TV role 

forming Arts in Walsall at the weekends. 

She was spotted when producers of the 
sitcom came around looking for young¬ 
sters to be in it. 

Lucie was selected after an audition at 
the Newhampton Arts Centre in Wolver¬ 
hampton in May. 

Filming then took place over a week 
and a half in the summer at studios in 
Manchester. Lucie’s mother Emma, aged 
32, said she was hoping to see the one-off 
half-hour show turned into a full series. 

“Lucie has about eight lines in it. She 



Battle lines are drawn for 
fight against £ 19 m of cuts 


A BATTLE has been launched against 
£19 million of cuts at Walsall Council that will 
see 332 jobs go and services slashed - with 
campaigners planning a public meeting and 
demonstrations. 

The Walsall Against Cuts group has been set up in 
a bid to persuade the borough’s council bosses to 
rethink their plans to save money. 


70 homes 
for former 
school site 

MORE than 70 homes will 
be built on a derelict former 
school site under new regen¬ 
eration plans. Houses and 
flats have been earmarked 
for the site of the old Mary 
Elliott School and education 
centre in Walsall. 

The plot in Brewer Street, 
Ryecroft, has been standing 
empty for a number of years 
and a residential scheme has 
been submitted for the con¬ 
sideration of council bosses. 

Buildings on the land have 
been demolished and a 
mixture of 66 two and three- 
bedroom properties and 
nine flats or maisonettes are 
proposed. 

Staff and pupils at Mary 
Elliott Special School trans¬ 
ferred to a £6 million 
purpose-built centre in 
Leamore Lane in 2008. 
There were initially plans to 
use the old site as council 
offices for 200 workers to 
save paying for rented prem¬ 
ises. 

But the plans were 
quashed following a spate of 
vandalism attacks and a 
blaze which left the old 
school’s roof partly 
destroyed in October 2009. 
It led to both buildings being 
bulldozed. 


A meeting will be held in a 
few days and campaigners 
say they are not going to 
back down. The group 
includes members of unions 
and community groups - but 
they are looking for more 
people to sign up. 

Organiser Martin Lynch, 
a secretary of the NUT who 
lives in Walsall, said the 
public was worried about the 
effect the cuts would have on 
the borough. The meeting 
will take place at the Royal 
Hotel in Ablewell Street, 
Walsall on January 21 at 
7.30pm. 

A plan of action will be 
drawn up by campaigners - 
and Mr Lynch said demon¬ 
strations, and lobbying 
council meetings and coun¬ 
cillors’ surgeries were likely 
to be on the agenda. 

He said: “We recognise 
that the source of the coali¬ 
tion’s cuts is the Govern¬ 
ment plans to cut council 
expenditure on a scale 
greater than other parts of 
the public sector but we 
would have expected the 
council to take a stand 
against it rather than just 
complying. 

“We are planning the 
meeting as a coming 
together of people who are 
angry and upset about 
aspects of these cuts.” 

Walsall Council needs to 
save £19m in 2014/15, 
including £5m from the chil¬ 
dren’s services department, 
and £100m over five years. 

It comes after the council 
announced that 332 jobs 
would be lost across the 
authority. 


Pupils in 
send-off 
following 
38 years 

SHE has been in the class¬ 
room for almost four 
decades - now Janet Walsh 
has put away her marking 
pen for the last time. 

The teacher has spent her 
38-year career at Leamore 
Primary in Bloxwich, but is 
now stepping aside ahead of 
her 60th birthday. 

She has mainly taught 
year one pupils during her 
time at the school in 
Bloxwich Road, and a pres¬ 
entation was held to mark 
the end of an era. 

A get-together, which 
included former staff, was 
held and she was awarded 
with gifts and flowers. 

The grandmother-of-one, 
from Aldridge, is now 
looking forward to enjoying 
her retirement which will 
allow her to enjoy pastimes 
such as walking. 

It will enable her to spend 
more time with her husband 
Michael, who was also previ¬ 
ously a teaching assistant. 

However, Mrs Walsh is 
still planning on going into 
the school once a week to 
help with reading. 

She said: “I was going to 
retire in July but I wanted to 
do another term. The people 
have been great and the kids 
are lovely. Some of the chil¬ 
dren now are children of 
people I taught. It feels 
Leaving - Jan Walsh, who is retiring after 38 years at Leamore School in Bloxwich really strange. 



NEWS 

in brief 


Housing group’s 
gifts for overseas 

CHILDREN in countries 
stricken by poverty 
opened Christmas pres¬ 
ents from workers at a 
Black Country housing 
group. 

Employees at Walsall 
Housing Group (whg) 
have filled about 60 shoe- 
boxes containing gifts for 
Operation Christmas 
Child, run by the Samari¬ 
tans Purse charity. 

Toys, stationery, tooth¬ 
brushes and other items 
were wrapped as part of 
the annual event and sent 
to children in Belarus. 

Sheleen Welborn came 
up with the idea of getting 
involved in the scheme and 
said: “Many of the gifts are 
things we take completely 
for granted.” 

Operation Christmas 
Child was started in 1990. 

Staff play Santa 
for visits to ward 

RESTAURANT staff 
played Santa when they 
surprised ill youngsters at 
a hospital by taking them 
presents. 

Workers from Five 
Rivers A La Carte in 
Walsall went along to 
Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital to deliver 
hampers. They had been 
collecting for weeks. 

Previously the restau¬ 
rant donated hampers to 
the children’s ward at 
Walsall Manor Hospital. 

Five Rivers marketing 
director, Shamim HM, 
said: “We thoroughly enj¬ 
oyed personally selecting 
the presents and meeting 
Santa and the fundraising 
team at the hospital.” 

Tips are issued 
on staying safe 

HOUSEHOLDERS have 
been warned not to leave 
items on show and adver¬ 
tise their movements on 
social media to avoid being 
a victim of crime. 

Safer Walsall Partner¬ 
ship has issued a number 
of tips for people to protect 
themselves. This includes 
keeping windows secure, 
avoiding short cuts when 
out late at night and 
making sure keys are not 
left in a visible and easy to 
reach place. 

For more safety advice 
visit www.walsallpart 
nership.org.uk 

Indulge yourself 
with church event 

A CHURCH in the Black 
Country is hosting a pam¬ 
pering evening. 

St Peter’s Parish Centre 
in High Street, Bloxwich is 
opening its doors on 
January 24 from 7.30pm. 
Tables are still for sale at 
£5 each. 


The Team You Can Trust 

Domestic Gas & Plumbing Installation, 
Servicing & Repair 


A 


ir< 


7 CRB Checked Public liability insured 

7 Gas Safe Registered </ Corgi Approved 

7 All Vaillant Boiler Installations Free no-obligation quotations 
covered 5 Year Warranty and advice 

7 Sensible out-of-hours call out fnTBmn 


H Park Hall Plumbing 

" FREEPHONE 0800 955 3686 

Mobile: 07595 637050 • Tel/Fax: 01922 625015 

jem@parkhallplumbing.co.uk • www.parkhallplumbing.co.uk 
4 Richard Place, Walsall, West Midlands, WS5 3QP 


Wishing all our 
Customers Old 
and New A 
Very Happy 
New Year! 


GlazeRite 


we are only a phone call away 

01922 601495 
07949 467635 

for a free quotation 




NOW OPEN 
IN BLOXWICH 

WHY PAY MORE ANYWHGR^lSe? 

• Laminates 

• Hardwood 

• Solid Wood 

• Safety Floors etc' 



www.glazeriepvcu.co.uk 

info@glazeritepvcu.co.uk 
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HERE'S a nasty new twist on the ‘update your email 
account’ scam designed by internet crooks to extract your 
personal details. This time the message is : “Your Five 
incoming mails were placed on hold status due to the recent 
upgrade to our database, In order to receive the messages, 
click here to update your account.” The threat is that they 
have your emails. They don’t. And if you hover your cursor 
over the alleged sender’s name, in this case “BT Customer 
Care,” it should reveal the true (and probably hijacked) email 
address of the sender. You can pass this information on to 
BT but I’m not sure they're interested. 

nnnnnnnn 

ONE of the most enduring feminist myths is that if women 
were in charge, this world would be a much nicer place. 
Women (it is alleged) are gentler, kinder and more co-oper¬ 
ative than the wicked old male of the species. This theory 
does not explain the terrible mess that the lady-led Girlguid- 
ing UK has made of the vexed issue of recruits swearing 
their promise to God. The Scouts, led by that ultimate 
alpha-male Bear Grylls as Chief Scout, faced the same 
dilemma. They consulted widely and then opted for an alter¬ 
native Godless promise to suit atheists and agnostics. It’s a 
free choice - problem solved. Girlguiding UK, in contrast, 
has imposed a hardline no-God promise on all newcomers 
which has caused great division and distress. Dissenting 
groups are now being threatened with expulsion from the 
movement. So in a movement designed exclusively for 
girls, whatever happened to the kindly female qualities? 
Maybe they should put a man in charge. 

nnnnnnnn 

THAT HS2 timeline in full. 2009: Government proposes 
the new line. 2010: First HS2 report paper published. 
December 2013: MPs of the Commons Transport Commit¬ 
tee declare that HS2 is “essential” for the UK's future. So 
something we had never heard of four years ago is suddenly 
essential. How stupid do they think we are? 

nnnnnnnn 

WHAT’S red, has 13 buttons and drives you bonkers? It 
is the DAB digital radio I bought in a daringly progressive 
moment a few years ago and which lies, unused, on a win¬ 
dowsill. I haven’t a clue how to make it go. This week, thank 
heavens, the Government announced a stay of execution 
for FM frequencies. Ed Vaizey, the communications minis¬ 
ter, says: “I absolutely believe that the future of radio in this 
country is digital.” And that’s where it should remain. Firmly 
in the future. 

nnnnnnnn 

SO FAREWELL, Ronnie Biggs. We should never cele¬ 
brate criminals or their crimes, but you had to admire 
Biggs’s cheek. In one interview, repeated last week, Biggs 
claimed that the chief purpose of prison is to rehabilitate 
offenders and, as he had rehabilitated himself, it was not 
necessary for him to serve his term. Did anybody not smile? 

nnnnnnnn 

LOOKING back, the Great Train Robbers’ haul of £2.6 
million seems puny. Inflation has soared and at today's 
values it would be worth about £46 million. But something 
else has changed. Back in 1963 this robbery horrified the 
nation because it was a calculated assault on national icons 
we cherished and respected: the Treasury, the Post Office, 
the night-mail train and, above all, ourfine banking industry. 
If someone stole £46 million from the banks today, would 
we be horrified? Or would we reflect on what a tiny sum this 
was, compared to the billions lost through greed and fraud 
when the banking system imploded? Respectable men in 
smart suits cost us far, far more than Biggs and his gang. 

nnnnnnnn 

AFTER much study, researchers at the University of Cal¬ 
ifornia have concluded that men who marry attractive 
women are happier than those who do not. Good to see the 
Department of the Bleedin’ Obvious is as busy as ever. 

nnnnnnnn 

AS the row over sexually segregated audiences at British 
universities rumbles on, Aston University declares that it 
would tolerate such an arrangement at religious discus¬ 
sions so long as it was voluntary. And what if an audience 
voluntarily decided they’d like to smoke? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Attempted kidnap admitted by teen 


A TEENAGER has admitted the 
attempted kidnap of a schoolgirl as 
she made her way home from a 
friend’s house. Mark Adams had 
consumed eight pints of lager when 
he targeted the 11-year-old victim in 
Brownhills. 

The 19-year-old pulled and 
grabbed at the youngster who 
managed to wriggle out of her jacket 
and run off after a brief struggle. 

Adams, of Shannon Drive, 


Brownhills, had left the Shoulder of 
Mutton pub when he came across 
the child as she walked home. 

She had crossed over the A452 
Chester Road and cut between two 
blocks of low-rise flats, at around 
7.45pm on July 20 this year. 

Adams, who she had earlier 
spotted walking towards the Hussey 
pub, suddenly appeared behind her 
and said hello. He followed her and 
put his arm around the 11-year-old, 


before pulling and grabbing at her. 
Terrified, the child tried to break 
free but Adams was proving too 
strong. However, she managed to get 
free and ran home where her 
parents then called police. 

A major investigation was laun¬ 
ched by the public protection unit at 
West Midlands Police. Officers 
released CCTV footage to track 
down the attacker and an appeal 
was made in the Express & Star. The 


force described the man they wanted 
as white, average build and around 
5ft 2in tall. 

Adams contacted police less than 
24 hours later to identify himself as 
the man in the images. When ques¬ 
tioned he tried to blame his actions 
on being drunk. He was charged 
with attempted child abduction. 
Last week he pleaded guilty at Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court and will 
now be sentenced on January 10. 


EDL disorder dubbed 
'an orgy of violence' 


by Laura Blyth 

ONCE again one of the 
worst outbreaks of violence 
ever witnessed in Walsall 
has been brought to the fore 
as another 31 men were 
sentenced over the troubles 
during the notorious EDL 
protest of September 2012. 

The ugly scenes which saw 
missiles thrown at police 
prompted a year-long investiga¬ 
tion to bring those responsible to 
justice. 

And after the final sentences were 
handed down by the courts last 
week, prosecutors described the dis¬ 
order as an ‘orgy of violence’. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told how yobs threw wood and bricks 
towards police during the violence. 
Thugs were also spotted overturning 
and dismantling a table to use its 
legs as weapons. 

Officers have spent almost 500 
hours working on the case to track 
those involved throughout the day’s 
events and then put a name to those 
faces by going through CCTV mobile 
phone and police footage. Police said 
that the convictions would send out 
a message that such trouble would 
not be tolerated on the streets of the 
West Midlands. 

Placards 

Violence erupted in Leicester 
Street when an Asian man stood on 
a wall and made an ‘inflammatory’ 
gesture towards the EDL support¬ 
ers, the court heard. The EDL pro¬ 
testers then began to surge forward, 
trying to push through the line of 
police officers which had formed. 

A Pakistan flag was set on fire and 
placards were also displayed, includ¬ 
ing one which read ‘Our Walsall will 
never be part of Pakistan’, the court 
heard. Pages of the Koran were also 
said to have been burned. 

Among the defendants, Stephen 
Bennett, 23, of Palfrey, Walsall, was 
described by police as ‘standing on a 
bench throwing at least four objects 
into the police line’. Defending 
Bennett, Mr Christopher O’Gorman 
said his client had no previous con¬ 
victions and since the offence has 
returned to his former law-abiding 
ways. 


Rescuers in search after car plunge 



The search under way with the car visible at Sneyd Wharf. Picture courtesy of crew commander Paul Stephens 


A DRAMATIC rescue was operation was 
launched when a car was discovered submerged 
in a canal amid fears someone was trapped. 

A passer-by saw the black Chevrolet hatchback 
sinking in Sneyd Wharf, Bloxwich. 

Fire crews from Aldridge and Bloxwich were called 
to the scene at about 10.20am on Sunday, December 22 
but as the water was so murky they could not see 
whether anyone was in the vehicle - so a firefighter 
dived in to check. However the freezing temperatures 
meant he would only stay in the canal for a few 
minutes, so a water rescue team from the fire service’s 
Perry Barr station was drafted in. 


Paramedics and the air ambulance were also called, 
while the West Midlands Police helicopter was on 
standby in case an infra red search was needed. Fire 
crews managed to winch part of the vehicle out of the 
water and confirmed no-one was inside. The canal bed 
was then searched in case anyone had fallen out. Within 
about an hour the search was called off as the emer¬ 
gency services were satisfied nobody was in the canal. 
The car had been driven about 100 yards down a track 
to the canal off Sneyd Lane. 

Inspector Dave Farrell, of West Midlands Police, said 
investigations were ongoing into what had happened. A 
man was arrested nearby on suspicion of drink driving. 


He had previously pleaded guilty 
to violent disorder. 

Eighteen-year-old Samuel 

Phipps, of Lingfield Drive, Great 
Wyrley, avoided an immediate 16 
months detention as it was sus¬ 
pended for two years after admitting 
the same charge. He was told to do 
200 hours unpaid work. 

Mr Patrick Currie, defending, said 
the former army cadet had dreams of 


serving as a soldier before suffering 
a severe knee injury. He has since 
gone onto an engineering course. 

Gary Lycett, 55, of Leamore, 
Walsall, was seen fighting with 
police officers holding a line to 
control the crowds. 

Miss Wendy Miller, defending 
Lycett, said the lorry driver had 
since had time to reflect. Nicholas 
Cooper from Bloxwich was given 27 


months in jail after pleading guilty 
to a charge of violent disorder. He 
was ordered to do 200 hours unpaid 
work. All admitted violent disorder. 

A 17-year-old from Brownhills 
was given eight months detention 
and a training order, having been 
found guilty of violent disorder, 
while a 16-year-old from Walsall was 
given a 12-month referral order for 
the same charge. 


Fake dvds 
sales man 
spotted at 
retail park 

HE WAS caught with a suit¬ 
case filled with hundreds of 
fake DVDs ranging from Les 
Miserables to The Life of Pi. 

But Michael Haigh has 
now spent Christmas and 
the New Year behind bars 
after being jailed for his fake 
DVD sales. Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard that 
Haigh was trying to sell the 
fake movies from a suitcase 
at Jerome Retail Park, in 
Bridgeman Street, Walsall. 

Mr Ian Ball, prosecuting, 
said staff at the Pound- 
stretcher store spotting him 
selling items and notified 
police. The court heard that 
police officers approached 
the 31-year-old covertly 
from opposite directions, 
but Haigh ran off when he 
spotted them. 

He was caught and arr¬ 
ested by officers who discov¬ 
ered around 816 fake ‘poorly 
packaged’ DVDs in the suit¬ 
case, Mr Ball said. He told 
the court sales of the DVDs 
were each expected to fetch 
between £3 and £5 and 
Haigh could have made 
£2,400. 

Haigh, of Providence 
Lane, Leamore, Walsall, pre¬ 
viously admitted the unau¬ 
thorised use of a trademark 
in relation to the DVDs from 
January 20. Mr Jonathan 
Challinor, defending, said: 
“This was undoubtedly an 
offence of simple piracy.” 

Haigh had also pleaded 
guilty to six counts of pos¬ 
sessing goods with a false 
trademark for sale in 2012. 

Jailing Haigh for nine 
months for the most recent 
crime, Judge John Wait told 
him: “This was deliberate 
fraud. It’s something you 
have done in the past.” 

in the swim 
for student 

A TALENTED swimming 
star is the first Walsall 
College student in history to 
be chosen to represent the 
West Midlands at the one of 
the largest sporting events 
in the UK. 

Adam-James Lamb has 
been selected for the team 
competing at the 36th BCS 
National Championships. 
The 17-year-old, studying 
Active Leisure, has been 
swimming competitively for 
the past seven years. 

His best swimming times 
were registered into a nat¬ 
ional computer and graded 
against every competitive 
swimmer in the region 
before he was selected for 
the 16-person team. 


kTIDESlATiUNBELIEVABLE PRICES 

Established 30 Years 


www.bentleytile.co.uk 



Bentley Ceramics 


10% off with this advert conditions apply 


■ Marble 

■ Granite 

■ Glass 

■ Natural 
Stone 

MAIN SHOWROOM 

01922 455532 

Unit 6 Birch Lane 
Business Park, 
Birch Lane, Stannall, 
Walsall WS9 OOF 


■ Limestone 

■ Stone 

■ Travertine 

■ Slate 

■ Porcelain 

RETAIL SHOP 

01922 623018 

191 Wolverhampton 
Road West, 
Bentley, Walsall 
WS2 0DU 


Dean Harper 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


• Family owned business with three generations 

• Personal Professional Dignified Service 

• Home arrangements 

• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

• Private Chapels of Rest 

• Free Legal and DSS Advice 

• Full Monumental Masonry Service 

• Best of Walsall First Place award winner 
for 2011 and 2012 

New Headstone Website for 2014 

21-23 Lichfield Street, Walsall, WS1 1TJ 

24 Hours Tel: 01922 63 88 55 

www.deanharperfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
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Residents 
will move 
in merger 

TWO services which offer 
accommodation for people 
with mental health needs 
will merge, meaning some 
residents will be forced to 
move. 

Poplar House, in Moxley, 
will change its function as 
part of a shake-up by Accord 
Group. 

Bosses say there are two 
places providing the same 
service in Walsall but 
neither was at full capacity. 

They have instead 
decided to put the two 
together and change what is 
on offer at Poplar House, in 
High Street. 

Claire Morrall, spokes¬ 
woman for Accord Group, 
said: “We have two services 
in Walsall which provide 
short term accommodation 
to people with mental health 
needs. Both services are not 
operating at their full capac¬ 
ity. So a decision was made 
to bring them together.” 

Poplar House has eight 
residents, who live inde¬ 
pendently in flats but share 
communal services and 
support. 

Vaz backing 
on business 

AN MP has given her 
support to small town centre 
businesses in the current 
economic climate where 
many are struggling to keep 
their heads above water. 

Walsall South MP Valerie 
Vaz visited Walsall and Dar- 
laston as part of the first UK 
Small Business Saturday. 

She visited businesses in 
both areas including Impe¬ 
rial Valeting and Tyres on 
Walhouse Road, Walsall, and 
Nic’s Bargain Flowers on 
King Street, Darlaston. 

The MP backed the UK¬ 
wide event which aimed to 
celebrate the contribution of 
small businesses: “It is a 
grass-roots campaign that 
encourages people to shop 
locally and support small 
businesses in the local com¬ 
munity,” she said. 

Organs shortage 
linked to deaths 

TEN West Midland people 
died during 2013 because of 
a shortage of donated org¬ 
ans. And NHS Blood and 
Transplant says that, while 
107 West Midlanders have 
received a life-saving organ 
transplant this year, 649 are 
still waiting for one. 

Research found only 31 
per cent of families said they 
would agree to donation if 
they were unaware of their 
loved one’s decision to 
donate. To join visit www. 
organdonation.nhs.uk 


Parking problems spark homeowners move 


S 


HOMEOWNERS could be asked to 
loan or rent out their driveways under 
plans to tackle problem parking around 
a school. 

It is one of a string of ideas being looked at 
to try to address long-running parking prob¬ 
lems in Essington, South Staffordshire. 

Parish councillor David Clifft said the 
poor parking near to a school in the village 
has got so bad it is an ‘accident waiting to 
happen’. 

The idea would see people whose drive¬ 
ways are unoccupied at the time when chil¬ 
dren are arriving and leaving school to allow 


parents to use them. Councillor Clifft said it 
could involve a loan or even a rental agree¬ 
ment. 

Problems have centred around bad 
parking near St John’s Primary School in 
the village. 

Earlier this month, residents were urged 
to name and shame parents who were 
parking illegally outside the school. 

They said it was a ‘last resort’ to encour¬ 
age people to park sensibly. 

Councillor Clifft said another option 
would be to fine people who are caught 
parking illegally. 

But he said the idea of loaning out drive¬ 


ways could benefit both homeowners and 
parents. 

“There are advantages not only for 
parents but also for homeowners,” he said. 

“The house would like like it has some¬ 
body living there because it would have a car 
on its drive for part of the day. 

“It could provide a bit of added security 
for elderly people as well. 

“We’re just looking at every option which 
comes up though.” 

Cars have been spotted parking in front of 
driveways, on the pavements and on yellow 
lines around the school, which is in Hobnock 
Road. 


The school has also been trying to tackle 
the problem by creating a walking bus to 
encourage people to get to school on their 
own two feet. 

But so far, these efforts have failed. 

Councillor Clifft said: “The main thing is 
we don’t want there to be an accident and 
most of all we don’t want there to be a fatal¬ 
ity.” 

In Wolverhampton council chiefs have 
introduced a camera car to catch those 
parking illegally near schools. 

Drivers given a penalty charge notice 
(PCN) must pay £70, or £35 if they settle up 
within three weeks. 


£500,000 cash boost for 
group to help jobseekers 


A CHARITY helping jobseekers in Walsall has 
been awarded a grant of almost half a million 
pounds. Steps to Work has benefited from a 
£481,260 Big Lottery Grant, which will be 
pumped into the charity’s Work on the 
Horizon branch in High Street, Bloxwich. 

Each year, Work on the 
Horizon needs £350,000 
to stay open and provide 
information, advice, 
guidance and learning 
opportunities to unem¬ 
ployed residents in Blox¬ 
wich and surrounding 
areas. 

The grant will help people 
access a range of support 
services in a bid to increase 
their confidence, motivation 
and skills and bring them 
closer to employment, edu¬ 
cation and training. 

The branch has helped 
373 people into work in the 
past three years, with 85 per 
cent of those remaining in 
sustainable long term 
employment. Another 484 
people have been helped to 
gain qualifications. 

Work on the Horizon has 
supported thousands of 
people since opening its 
doors in 2005. 

John Brewer, chief execu¬ 
tive of the charity, said: “We 
are delighted that Big 
Lottery Funding will enable 
us to continue to provide 
opportunities for the long¬ 
term unemployed, enabling 
people to make positive 
changes to their own lives 
for the next two years.” 

In addition to the advice 
and guidance service in the 
heart of the community, 
other outreach partners off¬ 
er services at Work on the 
Horizon including money 
management from the Citi¬ 
zens Advice Bureau, NHS 
Stop Smoking Service, local 
colleges and housing associ¬ 
ations. For more details visit 
www.stepstowork.co.uk 


30 try for 
awards to 
find best in 
the centre 

MORE than 30 companies 
and traders have entered 
awards to recognise the best 
of Walsall town centre as the 
deadline for entries 
approaches. 

The scheme, which fin¬ 
ishes tomorrow (Friday), 
was launched as a joint 
venture between the Black 
Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, Walsall Council and 
businesses. 

Anne Ward of Enoch 
Evans Solicitors, who is 
president of Walsall Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, said: “We 
have been delighted with the 
interest and support from 
the local business commu¬ 
nity, but what has been both 
a surprise and heartening to 
see, is the optimism of future 
business growth with busi¬ 
nesses reporting on expan¬ 
sions and diversification in 
their services.” 

Awards include bar or 
club, health and beauty and 
market trader of the year. 
An independent judging 
panel will shortlist entrants 
and businesses will then be 
‘mystery shopped’. 

Winners will be announ¬ 
ced at a formal presentation 
dinner at the Town Hall on 
March 14. 



Santa joins children, parents and staff, including, front, Susan Lawrence, from Catherine’s Cross Nursery 


Troubles are forgotten with nursery bash 


STAFF at a nursery that closed its 
doors suddenly following a 
damning Ofsted inspection, got 
into the festive spirit to stage a 
special Christmas party for young¬ 
sters. 

Bosses at Catherine’s Cross Nursery 
in Darlaston forgot their troubles for 
an afternoon on Saturday December 
21 with the party being their way of 
saying thanks to parents for their 
support. 

They organised the event at Darlas¬ 
ton Community Association’s Sports 
and Social Centre for around 15 chil¬ 


dren. It featured a bouncy castle, 
games and a visit from Santa. The 
nursery was closed temporarily by 
inspectors who said they had taken 
action to ‘protect children’ following 
their visit on September 6. 

Since then, staff have been shut out 
of their building after council bosses 
had the locks changed over rent 
arrears. 

The suspension has since expired - 
and Ofsted bosses have not extended it 
as the nursery no longer has a base. 

Ofsted have since said it would 
‘review the situation’ if the nursery 
was allowed access to the premises 


again. It comes after a previous inspec¬ 
tion in July that found the provision at 
the premises in Pinfold Street to be 
‘inadequate’. 

More recently, a new committee was 
appointed to oversee the nursery, with 
chairman Dale Rowlands saying he 
would be applying to the courts to try 
and get the building reopened. 

Nursery principal Susan Lawrence 
said the party was a welcome break 
from the stress of recent months - but 
insisted they would not give up their 
fight. She said: “We will keep going 
until we can reopen. This is a deprived 
area, and it needs this nursery.” 


Free pensioner 
buses promise 

A CAMPAIGN to keep bus 
services free for pension¬ 
ers in Walsall may now be 
put on the national agenda 
after the matter is raised 
in Parliament 

Walsall North MP David 
Winnick said he backed 
Walsall councillor Richard 
Worrall’s campaign, which 
is supported by the Walsall 
Pensioner’s Convention. 

Mr Winnick said: “The 
campaign led by Walsall 
councillor, Richard 

Worrall, to defend the 
national bus pass has my 
full support. 

“Undoubtedly, without 
the free pass, a large per¬ 
centage of those involved 
would simply not be able 
to travel because of the 
cost. The pass is also a 
financial asset for the bus 
companies involved.” 

MP’s concerns 
on cuts threat 

AN MP has written to 
transport bosses amid con¬ 
cerns over funding cuts to 
the Ring and Ride service. 

Walsall North MP David 
Winnick said the vulnera¬ 
ble should not have to bear 
the brunt of cuts. A rally is 
being staged in Walsall on 
January 18 amid concerns 
the service will be affected 
as part of £14.6 million 
Centro cuts. 

He said: “I have written 
to the chief executive at 
Centro regarding the 
strong concern that Ring 
and Ride services could be 
substantially reduced.” 

Scores of banner-wav¬ 
ing protesters are poised 
to gather outside Walsall 
New Art Gallery to coin¬ 
cide with a consultation 
event on the plans. 

Training scheme 
is hailed success 

A COLLEGE apprentice 
scheme which works 
alongside a soft drinks 
manufacturer has been 
hailed a success. 

Walsall College has a 
partnership with AG Barr, 
in Friars Road, Wednes- 
bury, and has recently sup¬ 
ported an NVQ student in 
business and administra¬ 
tion. 

Jon Crofts, aged 20, now 
works for the firm on an 
agency basis. Depot mana¬ 
ger Ian Whitehouse said: 
“Apprenticeships give the 
individual so much more 
than work experience.” 

Opticians boost 

AN OPTICIANS in Wil- 
lenhall has been named 
branch of the year for the 
Midlands. Scrivens Opti¬ 
cians & Hearing Care in 
Cross Street has been 
recognised. It is the first 
time the branch has won 
the accolade, beating 36 
other branches. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 



Halliwell Funeral Service 

Heath Hayes & Great Wyrley 


A HISTORY OF SERVICE 
We have a 125 year history* 
of providing professional 
funeral services within 
local communities. 

Our unrivaled facilities and 
experience mean you can 
make us your first choice for 
funeral services in the area. 
LOCAL STAFF 
All our staff are well trained, 
highly experienced and 
dedicated to their caring and 
supporting roles. Mainly local 
people, they always put their 
clients’ needs and feelings first. 
Our funeral homes offer: 

■ 24 hour personal service 

■ Private chapels of rest 

■ Luxury limousines and 
horse-drawn vehicles 

■ Funerals at prices to suit 
every budget and taste 

■ Speciality coffins and urns 

■ Pre-paid funeral plans 

■ Benefits for Tamworth 
Co-op Society members 

■ Catering, floral and 
masonry services 



Halliwell Funeral Service, 
Hednesford Road, Heath Hayes. 
For 24 hour help & advice call 

01543 459200 

Halliwell Funeral Service, 
Walsall Road, Great Wyrley. 
For 24 hour help & advice call 

01922 419090 

We also have offices at: 

Norton Road, Pelsall - 01922 685999 
Castle Street, Coseley - 01922 419090 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t: replace the Frames... just: the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing! 




CLEAR 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


Freephone 

0800 6121118 


«.we make saving money perfectly clear... 


www.cloudy2clear.com 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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SOARING levels of personal 
debt. Crippling rates of indirect 
taxation. The fact that children in 
Vietnam stand a better chance of 
getting a decent grounding in the 
three Rs than they do in Britain. 

All important issues, you 
would no doubt agree. But it’s 
good to see that MP Mary 
Creagh has spotted another 
major injustice which should be 
tackled as a matter of urgency. 

Thomas the Tank Engine. 

Miss Creagh says the lack of 
female train drivers in Britain is a 
‘national scandal’ and that chil¬ 
dren’s television shows and 
‘negative stereotypes’ were 
partly to blame. 

“In the Thomas the Tank 
Engine books there are almost 
no female engines,” she says. 
“The only female characters are 
an annoyance, a nuisance and in 
some cases a danger to the 
functioning of the railway.” 

Lighten up, love, it’s a chil¬ 
dren's book. Of course, there is 
no reason at all why women 
should not become train drivers. 
They don’t require too many 
map-reading skills, and the 
reverse parking shouldn’t be a 
problem. That was a joke, by the 
way. 

But seriously, if young girls 
want to become engine drivers, 
are they really going to be 
deterred because it was Edward, 
not Edwina, who got a new coat 
of paint? 

Given that Miss Creagh seems 
to have spent quite a bit of time 
studying the works of Rev 
Wilbert Awdry, she would no 
doubt be aware that little is 
known about the gender of the 
actual engine drivers. We know 
Edward’s driver, Charlie Sands, 
is a man, but who is not to say 
that the company operated a 
strict equal opportunities policy, 
with exactly 50 per cent of the 
drivers being female? 

And a committed feminist like 
Miss Creagh will surely agree 
with the way the male engines 
were portrayed as having inher¬ 
ent character flaws. For 
example, macho Big Gordon 
was clearly an egomaniac who 
got his comeuppance when he 
blew a gasket. 

And then there was 
hypochondriac Henry who was 
afraid of a few drops of rain. 

“It went into a tunnel. And 
squeaked through its funnel. 
And never came out again.” 

Clearly a case of man flu. But 
he would have fitted in well on 
today’s railways. 

JUST a thought about these 
Boxing Day sales. 

On almost every weekday of 
the year, thousands of the big 
stores do not open until 9 or even 
10 in the morning, when the 
majority of people are at work. 

Then, they shut up shop at 
5.30pm, so nobody can do their 
shopping after work, either. 

Then, on one of the few days 
of the year when most of the 
population is off work and free to 
call in at any time, they decide to 
open up at 6am. Great planning. 





Jack, centre, seen with the Friends of the Staf¬ 
fordshire Regiment, at Whittington Barracks 


The bullet that was left in Jack, but not 
discovered until an X-ray years later 


Proud family-from left, nephew Kevin Edwards, grandson Ben 
Willetts, daughter Julie Willetts and son-in-law Sid Willetts 


Bullet memento of our 
Jack the wartime hero 


TO MOST people it may seem 
like an ordinary bullet - a relic of 
a long lost battlefield. 

But to the family of one Second 
World War paratrooper, Jack 
Mansell, it is a reminder of their rel¬ 
ative’s past in one of the bloodiest 
episodes of the conflict. 

The scrap of metal was found in the 
ashes of the veteran, from West 
Bromwich, who died in hospital aged 90. 

His friends, family and members of the 
Armed Forces paid tribute to the Black 
Country Soldier who was one of 35,000 
allied soldiers dropped behind enemy 
lines in the Netherlands during Opera¬ 
tion Market Garden in 1944. 

The operation, which was intended to 
force an entry in Germany over the 
Lower Rhine, had been seen as a way of 
finishing the war by Christmas but was a 
devastating defeat for the Allies after 
they encountered a far stronger resist¬ 
ance than they had expected. Between 
15,130 and 17,200 Allies were killed, 
wounded or captured. 

Operation 

At the time Private Mansell was only 
21 and was fighting with the elite air¬ 
borne unit of the Second Battalion of the 
South Staffordshire Regiment, which he 
had signed up to because they were based 
close to home. 

Pte Mansell was part of an anti-tank 
unit manning a six-pound gun and on the 
day of the operation his team landed by 
Horsa glider in a meadow about six miles 
from the vital road bridge at Arnhem. 

After fighting waves of German tanks 
for several days, their guns ran out of 
ammunition and he and his fellow com¬ 
rades were forced to pull back. But during 
their withdrawal Pte Mansell was shot by 
a German sniper in the right hip and 
taken to a field hospital. 

The bullet that the Pte thought had 
passed through him remained lodged in 
his body for 69 years. It was only discov¬ 
ered during an x-ray of his abdomen 
during the 1980s. 

His nephew Kevin Edwards said: 
“During the 1980s Jack injured his 



Jack as a young man in his uniform 

abdomen while moving some metal at 
work. A routine hospital x-ray showed a 
bullet located in his right hip. All those 
years ago, Jack had thought the 
German bullet had passed through 
him - in fact it was still lodged in his 
body. It was left there as it gave him no 
trouble.” 

Pte Mansell was cremated at West 
Bromwich Crematorium, on November 
22, and to the surprise of the staff they 
managed to find the German bullet 
among his ashes. 

Mr Edwards added: “It had melted a 
little, but was easily recognisable.” 

A couple of days after arriving at the 
field hospital, as the Germans arrived 
and took over, Pte Mansell and five 
friends slipped out. 

The escape attempt proved to be in 
vain and Pte Mansell was captured 
quickly and sent to work in German 
mines and on the railways. Then in the 
spring of 1945, while on a forced march, 
a tank with a white star on its side 


r# 


Jack’s wife Evelyn during the 1940s 

appeared on a hill and an RAF Typhoon 
fighter-bomber flew low over - he knew 
he was finally free. 

A couple of weeks later Pte Mansell 
was back at home - a comfort to his 
parents whose other son, Tom, had been 
killed in action by a landmine in the 
final weeks of the war. He had been 
serving with the Fifth Battalion The 
Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry. 

After the war, Pte Mansell returned to 
Germany, where he worked as a dis¬ 
patch rider and spent hours of his free 
time riding around the war cemeteries 
on his motorbike, trying to find Tom’s 
resting place. 

After years of research on the inter¬ 
net Tom’s grave was located on the War 
Graves Commission website, and in 
September 1999 Pte Mansell finally 
visited his brother’s grave for the first 
time. Mr Edwards said: “Jack was a very 
proud man. He never considered 
himself to be a hero, although he was.” 

The 53-year-old from Pinewood 





Jack and his beloved dog Buffy 

Close, Walsall added: “He was a very 
popular and well-loved man. Men like 
him are literally a dying breed, and 
should never be forgotten. It would be a 
shame if his passing was to go unno¬ 
ticed.” Julie Willets, the paratrooper’s 
daughter said: “My dad was a very easy 
going, family orientated man. He was a 
massive Baggies fan and went to a lot of 
the matches.” 

His funeral was attended by more than 
300 friends and family members, as well 
as five regimental standard bearers and 
a bugler who sounded The Last Post. 
Guests also donated to veterans’ charity 
Help for Heroes raising £620 in his 
memory. The 59-year-old from Fairyfield 
Avenue, Great Barr, added: “Despite all 
the amazing things he did, he never 
really spoke to me about what he had 
done in the war until the very end of his 
life. The stories I’ve been told about him 
are amazing.” He also leaves two sons 
Terry, 66, and Paul, 44, seven grandchil¬ 
dren and four great grandchildren. 



1983.. . 

SHOPS were evacuated, traffic 
halted and Army bomb experts 
called in after officers became 
suspicious about an illegally 
parked car in Wolverhampton. A 
young motorist from Bolton had 
parked his Triumph 1500 outside 
the RAF and Royal Navy recruit¬ 
ing offices in Bell Street. 

A LEADING Midland depart¬ 
ment store was reopening after a 
major revamp, immediately after 
the Christmas sales frenzy. 
Crossroads star Jane Rossington 
was joined by Mayor of Dudley 
Councillor David Caunt for the 
reopening of Cooks of Dudley. 

THE personal hi-fi craze was 
putting the hearing of thousands 
of young people at risk, warned 
four leading organisations for the 
deaf. The Association for the Hard 
of Hearing, the British Deaf Asso¬ 
ciation, the Royal National Insti¬ 
tute for the Deaf and the National 
Deaf Children's Society said loud 
disco music and home headsets 
were also a threat to hearing. 

1993.. . 

A PRISONER who resembled 
‘something out of Star Wars’ after 
being encased from the waste up 
in bandages went missing from a 
hospital in Evesham after being 
treated for a spinal injury. But a 
search was called off when the 
man arrived back at Long Lartin 
jail near Evesham before the offi¬ 
cers escorting him. His mother 
said he had misunderstood the 
arrangements and made his own 
way back. 

THERE was little festive cheer 
in Bosnia, with a ceasefire agreed 
the previous week by the warring 
Croats, Serbs and Muslims being 
ignored as fighting continued. 

Meanwhile, the IRA defiantly 
said it would continue its terror 
attacks in an unrepentant end-of- 
year message. 

2003.. . 

BOB Monkhouse died aged 
75, following a two-and-a-half- 
year battle with prostate cancer. 
It was the ATV series The Golden 
Shot in 1967 which truly estab¬ 
lished him as the king of the tele¬ 
vision gameshow. 

EXPLOSIONS that could be 
heard for miles around rocked the 
Black Country when six oxygen 
tanks exploded in a van parked 
outside a pub. The van, which 
had been stolen from a pharma¬ 
ceutical firm in Tamworth, had 
been set alight at 11,30pm after it 
was parked outside the Horse 
and Jockey pub in Bilston. 
Windows at the pub and a nearby 
amusement arcade were shat¬ 
tered. 

AVERAGE house prices in 
West Bromwich had risen by 15 
per cent over the previous 12 
months, putting it seventh in a 
national table of property 
‘hotspots’. 



Free Quotations Q Old Buildings Removed inc Asbestos Q Base Laying Service O Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show Site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, Visit our website: 

West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 
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LETTERS 


Proposed cuts will hit vital youth theatre 

I AM writing regarding the council’s keeps us running. During its 30 years The youth theatre has also put 
proposed cuts to the voluntary sector. CYT has benefited countless young Wolverhampton on the map across 
Should the council’s plans go ahead people. Whether providing work expe- Europe through the group’s participa- 
Central Youth Theatre is set to lose all rience, kick-starting careers, or simply tion in many international theatre fes- 
or part of its annual grant which is just giving young people an opportunity to tivals. 

a tiny part of the cuts that have to be perform, CYT is an excellent organisa- I’m speaking as an ex-member who 
made. tion. has benefited enormously from my 

We all understand the difficulties the Former ex-members include Tim time at the youth theatre, giving me 
council is facing, but I want to highlight Routledge a lighting designer whose skills, new friends at home and across 
the big effect such a small cut would work includes the Olympics opening Europe. 

have. Given that its founder Jane Ward ceremony and the jubilee concert at I only hope the council will decide to 
is about to be made an MBE for her 30 Buckingham Palace. Thomas Parry and continue giving us our small grant, 
years of hard work it would be a great Ben Clarke have recently written and CYT is a place where young people are 
shame if we were to discover before- starred in their own sitcom for the doing something positive, 
hand we were losing the grant that BBC. L SAMBROOKS, Willenhall 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 


E-MAIL 


Walsall Chronicle, Chronicle 

Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, walsallchronicle@ 

Wolverhampton expressandstar.co.uk 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


My search for links 
to the waddingtons 

I AM researching my family history and I would like to 
make contact with any descendants of the Waddington 
family who originated in Bilston. I am looking for people 
who knew Kenneth George William Waddington and his 
wife Joan (nee O’Neill). 

Kenneth served in the Royal Marines and they had four 
children between 1944 and 1955 in Bilston. 

If anyone has any information on the Jesse family which 
is also linked to Mr Waddington by his mother Florence 
Annie Jesse (formerly Waddington, nee Woodlands) I would 

d JOHNR^TTHURST, 44 Anderida Road, Willingdon, 
Eastbourne, BN22 OPX-johntyhurst@sky.com 

Who wants museum to go? 

WE ARE told that 52 per cent of people in a recent survey 
agreed that Walsall Museum should be axed. I would like to 
know how many people make up the 52 per cent who 
responded and have those people ever visited the museum? 

Those of us who visit the museum regularly discover so 
many interesting facts and see many fascinating artefacts 
that help us to realise that Walsall has a heritage to be proud 
of. Presumably Mike Bird and his fellow councillors would 
like Walsall people to be proud of their home town. Then why 
destroy a museum dedicated to displaying proof of Walsall’s 
heritage for present and future generations to discover? 

Z LISTER, Aldridge 


Is freezing the 
elderly part of 
a conspiracy? 

LAST year there were 
31,000 more cold-related 
deaths recorded in this 
country. 

The year before, 2011, 
there were 24,000 recorded 
cold related deaths. The 
total for last year was 
55,000, more than double 
the year before. What is this 
Government doing about it? 

Well, they intend to give 
us £50 reduction in our 
energy bills per year, via the 
green tax, being paid for by 
eneral taxation. Hip hip 
ooray, let’s all turn our 
heating up for a day. 

This government has not 
got a clue how poor people 
have to try and live. These 
energy companies are 
recording record profits for 
their greedy shareholders, 
charging the average energy 
user £53 every year in profit, 
soon to be doubled. 

Forget HS2 and use the 
money to buy out these 
greedy energy companies, 
and re-nationalise the 
industry. It could save up to 
55,000 lives per year. Or is 
there a hidden agenda by 
this government? A total of 
55,000 less pensions they 
have to pay out equates to 
£5.5million per week or 
£286,000,000 per year. 

A PARKER 

Marston Street 

Willenhall 


Jobs market is 
offering young 
very little hope 

FOR the first time, there are 
more people in working fam¬ 
ilies living below the poverty 
line, 6.7 million, than in 
workless and retired fami¬ 
lies in poverty combined. 

That figure is 4.3m, 
people having suffered a sus¬ 
tained and ‘unprecedented’ 
fall in their living standards. 

In Rough Hay, Darlaston 
our jobs market lacks pay 
and protection, jobs offer 
precious little security and 
paltry wages are insufficient 
to make ends meet. We share 
huge health inequalities, 
massive housing waiting 
lists and, overstretched 
social care provision. 

Young people have to 
contend with underperform¬ 
ing high schools, ineffective 
partnership initiatives, poor 
council services, a job 
market that won’t give 
many of them a decent wage 
and, mean public services. 

Certainly, you have to 
wonder how long young 
people can carry on as so 
little is offered to them. 

Rough Hay has many of 
the hardest working and 
kindest people you will ever 
meet. Desolation awaits if 
we cannot do more for our 
young people. 

COUNCILLOR D JAMES 
Horton Street 
Walsall 
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WINDOW [fensaJ 
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Suppliers and Installers of: 



• Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Patio Doors 

• Bi-Fold Doors • Garage Conversions • CarPorts 

• Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

3x3 Conservatory 
from only 


Amazing New Year Offers!! 
FREE Upgrade to Triple Glazing 
save £££'s on your 

Winter Energy Bills now 



FREEPHONE 0800 917 5266 No Salesmen ■ 
No Pressure www.pvcudirect.co.uk 
Email: pvcudirect.hotmail.co.uk 


HEAD OFFICE 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, 
Bloxwich. Walsall WS3 2XT 
Tel: 01922 401425 
Fax: 01922 475719 


SALES OFFICE 

154c High Street Bloxwich 
Walsall WS3 3JT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 


SHOWROOM 

34 Portland Road Aldridge 
Walsall WS9 8PZ 
Tel: 01922 744306 




info@pel saMwindow s.co.uk 

A MEMBER OF IFENSAI MEMBERN0 R 31 D 948 


Established in 1989 


70mm internally beaded sculptured 
profile 28mm double glazed unit 

SHOOT BOLT LOCKING 
L AS STANDARD 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 
NO PRESSURE SELLING 


Windows & Glass Ltd 


Wishing our customers old and new a very Happy New Year 


Products at or ar s 
affordable v ^ 
prices - 

FREE QUOTES 

Suppliers and installers 
of high quality energy 
efficient PVCu products 

TRADE ENQUIRIES 
WELCOME 


Rollingmill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 


www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 


QUALITY OAK PINE & PAINTED FURNITURE 


For the best quality at the lowest prices - visit our store 



Massive Choice of Oak Furniture On Show 

Our Best 
Selling Milan 
Range 100% 
Solid Oak 

Large Sideboard 


Deluxe Range 
Chunky 100% 
Solid Oak 

Beautiful quality - 
great prices 




Visit our 
extensive 
two storey 
showroom 



Our Rustic 
Oak 

Collection 
is 100% 
Solid Oak 


Reclaimed/ 
Sawn range 
made on 
premises 




iiitannia Pine 


< Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine and Painted Furniture 


1:01543 379888 

Shop online @ www.britanniapine.com 

Unit 9b, A5 Watling Street, Business Park, 
Cannock, Staffs WS11 9XG 

Situated on main A5 just before Brownhills heading from Cannock 


Opening Hours 
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm 
Sundays and 
Bank Holidays 
10am-4pm 


One of the lamest 
choices of quality 
furniture right on 
your doorstep 
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Mobility 


run business with over 30 years experience 


Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm 

ww w.ca re&mobi I ity.co.uk 



UNBEATABLE OFFEBS 
ON STRAIGHT/ 
CURVED STAIR UFTS 


Limited Offer New Stair Lifts Supplied & Fitted £1195 


Fully fitted stairlifts installed by our professionally trained fitters Stockists of Brooks, Used Stannahs, 
Platinum and Bison Lift. FREE HOME SURVEYS & FAST FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE! 




Stairlifts From Only £695 

Scooters From Only £399 

Wheelchairs From Only £99 

Baths Lifts From Only £259 

Reclining Armchairs From Only £399 

Walkers From Only £56 

Adjustable Beds From Only £399 


Lift Rediner 
Chairs come as 
single or dual 
motor chair and 
actually lift you 
up and on to 
your feet with 
minimal effort 
required. 




' • \i v 


From Only £399 




✓ FREE Easy Parking ✓ Best Prices on all batteries supplied 
/ Service work carried out at special rates 
/ Free daily living aids catalogue / 0% Finance available 
/ Motability Accredited 



wKio \mmmnssD 
(3ES3ffi®&!3 




Seeing stars with singing show at home 


TONIGHT Matthew I’m going Care home manager Debbie 
to be...A string of sing-a-likes Rowley, who took on the role of 
impersonating musical show presenter Matthew Kelly, 
legends including Blondie, said: “We wanted to do some- 
Paul McCartney and even thing fun for the staff and res- 
Elvis performed at a Willenhall idents. 

care home - in a Stars in Your “There have been 15 of us 

Eyes-themed show. performing in the show. 

Staff at Fernwood Court “Each person performs one 
Care Home dressed up as their song and then the judging 
music idols to take part. panel give us their verdict. 

And they were marked on “We’ve even got a curtain so 

their impersonation efforts by it’s very much like the original 
a panel of judges made up of TV show, 
residents. “It has been a great success. 

Ken's on cue to help in 
fundraiser for Tommy 

FORMER world snooker 
champion Ken Doherty gave 
a masterclass in the game as 
he appeared at a charity event 
to raise cash for a brave 
youngster who lost limbs to 
meningitis. 

Irishman Doherty took on nine 
frames of snooker at Bloxwich Memo¬ 
rial Club. 

It was part of a fundraiser for two- 
year-old Tommy Brown, of Beechdale, 
who was diagnosed with meningitis 
aged five months and had to have his 
legs and arms amputated. 

Punters gave donations to the cause 
and bought raffle tickets, as they 
watched Doherty in action. Speaking 
during a game, Doherty poked fun at 
his friend and former adversary Steve 
Davis who has just returned from the 
I’m A Celebrity jungle. 

^leased 

“Did you all watch Steve Davis in the 
jungle?” he asked the crowd. “I did and 
I voted for him, just to keep him in 
there for longer. He’s so boring even his 
dog goes for a walk without him.” 

Speaking as he took a break from 
playing, the 44-year-old said he was 
pleased to be able to help out in such a 
great cause. 

“I’ve played here before and Gary 
Millard who organises these events is a 
friend of mine so when he told me the 



Snooker star Ken Doherty, left, with little Tommy Brown and, from left, 
snooker referee John Williams, Julie Tuckley and Dean Brown 

story of Tommy Brown and asked me to needs to be done to raise awareness of 
come along I said no problem,” he said, the disease. “What people seem to 
“I’ve got a young son myself, he’s six think is when their children have been 
now, and it’s hard to see children with vaccinated that’s it, they’re covered for 
injuries like that and having gone meningitis. But what a lot of people 
through all that young Tommy has don’t realise is that vaccination is for 
gone through.” meningitis C and it’s meningitis B that 

Tommy’s mother Julie Tuckley, who is often the most dangerous. People 
has three other children said more still still need to be aware of that.” 




m 
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Soffits/Fascias/Gutters & Trim 
insurance backed guarantee available 


Tel: 01922 623444 Fax: 01922 623888 


"Patia down 
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Care probe launched 
after concerns raised 



Peggy Guest, aged 93, with husband Albert, also 93, and grandson Craig 


| by Craig Hughes 

AN INVESTIGATION has been 
launched into the standard of 
home care for a 93-year-old 
grandmother, amid com¬ 
plaints from her family. 

Concerns have been raised by 
relatives of Peggy Guest who say 
she is only receiving an average of 
just over 25 minutes of personal 
care each day, rather than the 45 
minutes she should receive. 

Grandson Craig Guest said the dis¬ 
crepancies came to light when he 
started monitoring her care records. 

The former school cook from Pelsall 
is suffering from Alzheimer’s disease 
and Walsall Council has confirmed it is 
looking into the complaints. 

Mr Guest said Peggy had been receiv¬ 
ing care from an agency on behalf of the 
council. He has kept logs created and 
signed by the care providers of the 
amount of care she received, including 
brushing hair, helping her get down¬ 
stairs and dressed. 

Monitoring 

He claims that during two weeks in 
November his monitoring found this 
ranges from 20 minutes to 35. 

The 38-year-old teacher has put his 
career on hold and moved in with the 
grandmother and grandfather Alfred, 
also 93, to offer them support. 

She has been received care since the 
summer from two providers, with Mr 
Guest claiming there has been no 
overall improvement. 

He said: “We have utilised the serv¬ 
ices of two different companies, with 
no overall improvement. 

“My grandmother was due to receive 
45 minutes of personal care every 
morning. This has not been the case - 
the average time spent is 25.9 minutes 


per visit. “I believe that this is an inad¬ 
equate use of taxpayers’ money. Care 
companies should be paid for the work 
that they do, they shouldn’t be paid for 
work that they do not carry out. 

“In a full 45-minute care session, my 
randmother could receive either a 
ath or a shower, have her hair washed 
and be clothed and seated downstairs. 

“Very basic and rushed care has been 
received. I am disappointed by the care 
that Walsall Council have provided via 
care agencies. There are many such 
care companies operating in the area 
and it would be unfair to generalise 
that they all operate in a manner that 
optimises profit over standard of care 
received. I believe that we do need to 


act, through duty, when standards 
decre-ase because our elderly relatives 
des-erve the very best level of care in 
their twilight years.” 

Andy Rust, head of joint commis¬ 
sioning at the council, said: “We take 
concerns about the care and support 
provided to Walsall residents very seri¬ 
ously. Social work staff are aware of Mr 
Guest’s concerns about his grand¬ 
mother’s care and social work staff 
have been in discussions with him. 

“We are investigating the concerns 
raised by Mr Guest and we will respond 
to him when the investigation is com¬ 
plete. We are happy to speak to Mr 
Guest at any time if he has any further 
concerns.” 


NEWTREND BATHROOMS} 

“-LIMITED- y 


I ) FAMILY M BUSINESS ESTABLlSHEDliii 


on fitting 



LET US TRANSFORM 
VOUR BATHROOM 

Free survey and quotation service 
Bathrooms supplied and installed 
from £2599 inc tiles 

Visit our showroom at: Unit 5 Day Street, Walsall (near Leather Museum) 

Tel: 01922 630400 

www.newtrendbathrooms.co.uk E: info@newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 

Mr Breese from Willenhall -Thank you for supplying us with a lovely new bathroom 
Jean Rollings from Aldridge - Big big thank you! Our new bathroom is just perfect 
Mr Walters from Walsall - The transformation from old to new looks brilliant, would not hesitate to recommend to others 
‘’Continuous high standard” - Bernard & Barbara, Walsall 
“’Thanks forgiving us the wow factor” - Mr & Mrs Dekanski 


T Cable 

^ Alloys (Willenhall) 


WE PAY TOP PRICES 
FOR YOUR 
SCRAP METAL 
CALL US TODAY 
01902 635 595 

• Free Prompt Collections 

• Skip & Container 

• Cable Specialists 


* 


I w 



Instant payment 

CHEQUE, CREDIT CARDS, TRANSFERS 


55 Springvale Street, Willenhall, West Midlands WV13 1EJ 

www.cableandalloys.com 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wil 



Only £75.00 plus VA' 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £80.00 plus Vi 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil - 

0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship 
Trusts 


Members of the 




48-52 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 


Birchills House, Industrial Estate, Green Lane, 
Walsall WS2 8LE 


20 Beacon Buildings, Leighswood Road, Aldridge, 
Walsall WS9 8AA 


New branch - Unit 3, Victoria Street, 
off Rugeley Road, Hednesford, Staffs WS121DW 

L A 
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Would you like 
Good advice and 
Great prices? 


Cil&v 




irfit 


m 


Rise & Recliner 
Chairs on show 


Incontinence 
Products 
EREE DELIVERY 


4 Wheel 
Walkers 
Only £59 




Brand New 
Portable Boot 
Scooters Only £499 

Visit Open Mon-Fri. 9-5 

Our Showroom 



There has never been a better 
Time to get Mobile! 


With 

This 

Advert 



UNiT 11 CEDARS BUSINESS CENTRE 

AVON ROAD, CANNOCK, WS111QJ 
Order today and Cannock 01543 570341 
recieve free delivery! Stafford 0178S 227877 


^ Free Mobility 
Insurance 
available 
Just Call 


NEWS 


Staff thanked for saving ‘miracle’ Faith 


IT IS every parent’s worst nightmare. 
Hours earlier Jodie Mason and Sam Hanc¬ 
ocks had dropped their ‘little miracle’ Faith 
off at nursery - then they got a phone call 
saying their child had stopped breathing. 

The couple’s world was turned upside 
down in an instant - but quick-thinking 
staff at Bentley West Sure Start saved the 
day, and 11-month-old Faith’s life. 

They performed resuscitation on the 
young- ster to keep her alive after she lost 
consciousness, and paramedics managed to 
dislodge the rogue vegetable she had been 
trying to eat which was blocking her airway. 
Her relieved parents have paid tribute to 
the nursery workers whose life-saving 
intervention prevented tragedy. 

Faith was taken to Walsall Manor Hospi¬ 
tal, but was soon returned home to Rhys 
Thomas Close, Short Heath, Willenhall 
with her parents. 

Bank worker Jodie, who was told there 
was only a slim chance of her having chil¬ 
dren before she conceived,said: “I am 
forever grateful for what they did.” 



Parents Jodie Mason and Sam Hancocks with their daughter Faith, 
and nursery workers Lesley Bumstead and Maureen Ford 


New£7.5mLonestarHQ 
to safeguard 300 jobs 


MANUFACTURING firm Lon- 
eStar Group is to build a new 
£7.5 million headquarters, 
safeguarding more than 300 
jobs. 

The new HQ and manufacturing 
and distribution centre of excel¬ 
lence will be built in Wed-nesbury, 
near junction nine of the M6. 

Employees from the company’s 
existing sites in the Black Country - 
two at Willenhall and another at 
Bilston - will transfer to the new site 
along with staff from the existing head 
office in Kennicott House in Wednes- 


field. The development is due to be ufacturing and distribution facility in a 
completed by next summer. Sand well’s central location, and with it the oppor- 
jobs boss, Councillor Ian Jones, said the tunity - by integrating our three busi- 
news was a ‘major boost’. nesses in the West Midlands - to 

The company manufactures and sup- safeguard hundreds of jobs and build a 
plies high-performance fasteners, successful platform for future growth 
sealing and precision-engineered and development.” 
compo- nents to global energy markets. The new plant will feature high-class 

Refurbishment, building and moderni- manufacturing and laboratory facili- 
sation work will start in February to ties, warehousing and offices, 
create a new 115,000 sq ft facility at Councillor Ian Jones, cabinet 
Universal Point in Steelmans Road, member for jobs and economy, said: 
near Ikea. “This excellent news for Wednesbury is 

Mike Curnyn, LoneStar’s global a major boost and comes at a time when 
vice-president of operations, said: “The considerable investment is being att- 
Black Country is a fantastic place to do racted into the town, such as the sche- 
business. We will create a modern man- me at Opus Blueprint at junction nine. ” 


SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


Hot January Sales 

Save £310 per year on fuel Dills 
& £1300 on installation costs with 
with a new Vaillant A rated boiler 


mm 


Guarantee 


i 


When it comes to boilers and 
Central Heating, Neuxgen of 
Cheslyn Hay are the industry 
experts. The company installs 30 
new boilers every week, that is 
why Neuxgen have partnered with 
Vaillant the industry’s leading Boiler 
manufacturer to supply & Install 
Vaillant’s range of ecoTEC high 
efficiency domestic gas boilers 
that combines the finest German 
engineering, British manufacturing 
and local installation, to give you 
outstanding performance and long 
lasting reliability. 


Why Neuxgen? 

★ Free home survey - Book an appointment with 
one of our local heating specialists and they’ll 
visit your home to assess your heating needs, 
Some installers will charge you for this visit, 
Neuxgen won’t. 

★ Price surety - We’ll give you a fixed price quote 
so even if there’s unforeseen work, Neuxgen 
pay you don’t. 

★ Spread the cost - we offer a range of payment 
options. 

★ Save money every year - we only install the best 
A-rated boilers so you could save as much as 
£310 a year on your energy bills. 

★ No need to wait - No heat or hot water? Our 
customers’ needs matter, when you need us we 
could even start installing a new boiler the same 
day. 

★ Free 24 month guarantee - You’ll have peace of 
mind as every new boiler we install comes with 
Neuxgens’ 24 month guarantee on all parts and 
workmanship. 


•<' = 


euxgensiivefi 

3 x £399 = £1197 
2 Year Guarantee 
2 Annual Service 


jieuxgen r 


* 

* 


3 x £499 = £1497 * 
5 Year Guarantee * 

4 Annual Service 




4 3 x £333 = £999 
^ Year Guarantee 
*No Annual Service 


What our customers think of us: 


“Neuxgen are a wonderful company who employ kind and caring people. 
I have enjoyed them in my home. 

The Electrician was one of the nicest men I’ve ever met, and I would strongly recommend 
them to anyone. 

There was no mess and nothing was too much trouble, well done Neuxgen!” 

Mrs Jackson, 103 years old - Bush bury Lane 


NEU *GEN 



6 HAWKINS DRIVE 
SOUTH STAFFS BUSINESS PARK 
CHESLYN HAY WS11 OXU 
TELEPHONE: 01922 411422 


www.neuxgen.co.uk email: enquiries@neuxgen.co.uk 
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Defender Paul recalls 
his festive ward stay 



Walsall FC visiting the children’s wards at the Manor Hospital - patient Tate 
Roberts meets Saddlers’ management team, Richard O’Kelly and Dean Smith 



Paul Downing, left, and other players meet 16-year-old Hayleigh Metherell 


SADDLERS players’ pre- 
Christmas visit to children’s 
ward patients at Walsall’s 
Manor Hospital had extra res¬ 
onance for one of the team’s 
stars. 

Walsall FC defender Paul 
Downing said he knew how the 
children felt after enduring a 
Christmas hospital stay himself 
when he was younger. 

He and other players chatted to 
patients and handed out presents 
including cuddly toys and board games 
donated by the Walsall Supporters’ 
Trust. The 22-year-old defender said: 
“When I was little, I found myself in 
hospital over the Christmas period, 
and it was a really difficult time, so it is 
nice to be able to spread a bit of cheer. 

Admitted 

“I think visiting sick children really 
puts things into perspective and makes 
you realise just how lucky you are.” 

Hayleigh Metherell, 16 from Darlas- 
ton, was admitted to the hospital 
overnight with burns on her hands. 
She said: “It was really lovely to meet 
the players. Luckily, I will be going 
home soon but some of the children 
here will be in for Christmas so it is 
nice that they all received some gifts.” 

Walsall FC manager Dean Smith 
also attended the hospital visit. 

He said everyone had enjoyed the 
visit. And he added: “We are in a privi¬ 
leged position which gives us the 
chance to give back to the local commu¬ 
nity. It is a tough time to be in hospital 
with Christmas just around the corner 
but hopefully we have been able to 
spread a bit of festive cheer.” 

Matron Caroline Whyte, added the 
children had all enjoyed themselves: 
“We always look forward to the players 
coming to see us at Christmas and it’s 


a great boost to the children and their 
families.” After the visit the Saddlers 
boss said he was pleased with the per¬ 
formance of the team so far this season. 

“We are doing well and we hope to be 
in line for a promotion. Our perform¬ 
ance has been good for the first half of 


the sea-son and that is something we 
hope to emulate going forward in the 
New Year.” Fourteen players turned 
out for the event which proved to be 
the perfect pick-me-up for youngsters 
who hoped to be better in time to spend 
Christmas Day at home. 







□ No deposit, no stage 
payments, nothing to 
pay up front. 

□ We manufacture in the 
West Midlands, offering 
a huge choice, flexibility 
and value for money. 

□ No matter how large 
or small your project, 
whether you spend 
£3,000 or £23,000, you 
can expect to receive 
Avanti's highly regarded 
quality and service. 

□ Book a free design and 
quote, at a time to suit 
you, and be amazed at 
the quality and service 
you receive for the 
price you pay. 

This is why so many of 
our customers come 
back again and again 
and recommend us to 
their family and friends. 


25%off 




Buy now 
pay JULY 
2014 and 

low rate 

finance 

available* 


Avanti Kitchens 
Bedrooms & Bathrooms 

Everything fits in beautifully 


WALSALL (Kitchens and Bedroom) 

Barons Court Ind Est. Lichfield Road, WS9 9AQ. 
Telephone: 01543 360720 
STREETLY (Kitchens, Bedrooms and Bathrooms) 

332 Aldridge Road B74 2DT. Tel: 0121 353 6656 

SHOWROOMS THROUGHOUT THE MIDLANDS 

freephone: 0800 44 66 55 

Conditions apply. Up to 25% off applies to selected furniture - details available on request 


www.avantikb.co.uk 
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£8,000 funding boost 
for town hall scheme 


* 



Darlaston Town Hall may open to the public every day 


A CAMPAIGN to open up historic Darlaston Town 
Hall to the public every day and drum up more 
bookings has been boosted after more than £8,000 
of funding was secured. 

The cash will be pumped into organising community 
events and setting up a hub for people to visit during the 
day. The newly-formed friends group launched the cam¬ 
paign to see more activities held at the red brick venue in 
Victoria Road. 

A Walsall Council facilities team is now also helping to 
market the site and is available to provide tours for poten¬ 
tial customers looking to hire the premises. Planned 
events in the coming months include a Glee-style song and 
dance group, a dance session for older people, coffee 
morning and sports classes. 

Community 

Some £3,000 has been secured from the council’s Dar¬ 
laston and Bentley Area Panel, while Sport England has 
pledged £5,394. Chairman of the Darlaston Events Com¬ 
mittee, Councillor Rose Burley, said: “There is a lot 
planned and we are still hoping that as many people as 
possible will see the hall as a venue for events they may be 
organising in the future. We want to open it on a daily 
basis during the day for the community, which we believe 
is what the hall is there for.” 

The venue, which has a stage, can accommodate 500 
guests in the main hall. There is also a smaller meeting 
room which can seat around 45. 


Grass verges may become parking spaces 


PARKING spaces could be created on 
grass verges across Walsall within 
weeks if long-running plans are finally 
given the go-ahead. 

Consultations have been held in 
recent weeks giving members of the 
public a chance to have their say. 
Scores of residents attended events at 
libraries and community centres to 
look at the proposals. The results are 


now being examined and if there is 
enough support the plans will go back 
before councillors imminently. 

Councillors will help agree a priority 
list following consultation. 

These will then be considered by the 
engineering and planning team to 
assess if they are affordable and meet 
safety guidelines. The cash pot of 
£250,000 was approved by the deci¬ 


sion-making cabinet as part of the 
2013/14 budget. 

In Aldridge and Beacon the proposed 
locations include Beacon Road, Bonner 
Grove, Broadmeadow, Poxon Road and 
Sussex Avenue, while in Pelsall spaces 
could be introduced in Riddings Cres¬ 
cent and Highfield Road North. 

Other sites include Fullelove Road 
and Warren Place in Brownhills. 


It’s full sale ahead for 
Illuminations' boards 


DOZENS of people clam¬ 
oured for light boards from 
the axed Walsall Illuminations 
just days after they went on 
sale, it has been revealed. 

Bosses say that the skull and cross- 
bones board had proved to be the most 
popular of the 27 displays so far. 

People living in Walsall are being 
given first refusal on them before they 
are put up for sale on eBay. 

The displays, which thousands have 
enjoyed over the years, include light- 
up cavemen, robots and fish. 

Walsall’s leisure chief, Councillor 
Anthony Harris, said: “I’m pleased to 
see that the first day of sales has 
attracted such a healthy interest 
among local people. We were always 
clear that they would be given first 
refusal on them and I gather from 
some of the calls we’ve received so far 
that people are appreciative of having 
this opportunity. 

“We’ll have more sales in the future 
and once we’re satisfied Walsall people 
have had a fair chance to bid we’ll then 
put any remaining boards on eBay. 

“The proceeds from any sales will be 
ploughed back into council services.” 

The robot light board is also proving 
popular with bidders. Some of the 
oldest boards have been kept by 



No pirate copies here - leisure chief Councillor Anthony Harris with Jennifer 
Thomson, Walsall Museum’s community history curator and one of the light boards 


Walsall Council and will form part of 
future historical exhibitions in the 
borough. More than 200 boards could 
eventually be sold, with a price of £50 
each. Other sales will follow later this 
year. 

Walsall Illuminations started in 
1951 as part of the Festival of Britain. 

The last event was in 2008. The 
boards on sale can be viewed on Walsall 
Council’s website at www.walsall. 
gov.uk/walsall_illuminations_sale 



The skull and crossbones light board 


Emergency 
water pipes 
scheme ends 


A £2 MILLION scheme to install new water 
pipes which will improve emergency supplies 
to homes and businesses has been completed. 

Severn Trent Water has installed two and a half 
miles of new pipes between Barr Beacon reservoir in 


Walsall and Perry Barr re 

Bosses said the work was 
carried out in partnership 
with South Staffordshire 
Water to help protect its cus¬ 
tomers’ supply. 

The pipes run between 
Perry Barr reservoir, in 
Kingstanding, and Barr 
Beacon reservoir off Beacon 
Road, in Walsall. 

Severn Trent Water’s pro¬ 
gramme manager John 
Tuck said: “Our investment 
in this pipeline will help us 
make sure our customers 
always have a reliable sup¬ 
ply of water. It will also mean 
that, in an emergency situa¬ 
tion, we can re-route water 
to help protect supplies. 

“We have worked closely 
with South Staffs Water to 
carry out this important 
improvement and engaged 


ervoir in Birmingham. 
by Simon Stone 

with the local community 
throughout the project. 

“Our contract partners 
Morgan Sindall visited 
schools in the area to explain 
what we were doing and to 
talk about the dangers of 
playing near construction 
sites. We’d really like to 
thank the local community 
for its patience while we 
carried out this essential 
work”. Work started in 
August this year. 

While work was taking 
place, George Frederick 
Road, in Streetly, had to be 
closed to drivers for several 
months, with diversions in 
place. The rest of the work 
was carried out away from 
residential areas. 


Beacon website starts 

A NEW website is being launched to promote a Midlands 
landmark. Creative young people are being sought to design 
a header for the homepage devoted to Barr Beacon. The 
website will feature forthcoming events, a photo gallery and 
an educational page that schools can use. 

Councillor Adrian Andrew, Barr Beacon Trust, chairman 
said: “We work very closely with schools in the area and want 
to build on this as well as encourage others in the borough to 
share our pride in Barr Beacon.” The contest will be open to 
youngsters aged five to 10,11 to 15 and 16 and over. 


Advice from your local NHS to keep well in 2014 


czza 

Walsall Clinical Commissioning Group 


I $ 

Jr 


apy New Year from Dr Amrik Gill, 
Chair of Walsall CCG 

k 

Many happy returns for the New Year, I really hope you 
enjoyed your Christmas and New Year celebrations. 

Here at Walsall CCG we are doing lots of work to 
improve patient care and we’d like to explain a 
little about these initiatives. 


Keeping you well during winter 

You may be aware that our health system is under significant pressure. 
Here at Walsall CCG we are doing a number of things to help reduce the 
pressures we face this winter. 


Our aim is to: 


Help you manage your conditions better so here is no need to go to hospital. 
Make sure that if you do go to hospital you get a very good service. 

Ensure that you stay in hospital only as long as you need to. 


Your main point of contact, as ever, is your local GR If you need further 
information please contact your practice or call NHS 111. 



V. 01922 618388 @ getinvolved@walsall.nhs.uk 


Make use of the new GP extended opening hours 

In response to the additional pressure on our services, a number of our practices have extended their opening hours 
to meet the needs of patients with busy lives. This service will finish at the end of March 2014. 

If you are registered with any of the GP practices you will be able to access them on Saturdays or Sundays at the times 
stated. The extended hours service is open to patients registered with that practice only. This is a very positive programme 
with GPs in Walsall and the Clinical Commissioning Group. I hope you will make good use of this service and give your 
feedback through the short survey at the practice. We welcome your views. 


GP Practice Name 

Additional Opening Hours 

ALL SAINTS SURGERY, PINFOLD HEALTH CENTRE 

Saturday 

10am - 1 pm 

BIRCH ILLS HEALTH CENTRE (Dr AS Suri & Partners) 

Sunday 

1pm - 4pm 

BLAKENALL FAMILY PRACTICE 

Sunday 

10am - 1 pm 

COALPOOL SURGERY 

Sunday 

9.30am - 12.30pm 

DARLASTON HEALTH CENTRE (Dr Khan and Dr Merali) 

Sunday 

1pm - 4pm 

DARLASTON HEALTH CENTRE (Dr N Khan and Dr S Qureshi) 

Saturday 

8.30am - 11.30am 

DARLASTON HEALTH CENTRE (Dr Saha) 

Saturday 

8.30am - 11.30am 

DARLASTON HEALTH CENTRE (Dr Vaid) 

Saturday 

1pm - 4pm 

HARDEN HEALTH CENTRE (Dr PL Kaul, Dr S Kaul and Dr GK Gill) 

Saturday 

8am - 11 am 

HARDEN SURGERY 

Sunday 

12.30pm - 3.30pm 

HOLLAND PARK SURGERY 

Sunday 

8am - 11 am 

KHAN MEDICAL PRACTICE, PINFOLD HEALTH CENTRE 

Saturday 

9am - 12pm 

MOSSLEY AND DUDLEY FIELDS MEDICAL CENTRE 

Saturday 

8am - 11 am 

PALFREY HEALTH CENTRE 

Saturday 

9am - 1 pm 

PLECK HEALTH CENTRE 

Saturday 

9am - 12pm 

ROUGH HAY SURGERY 

Sunday 

8.30am - 11.30am 

SADDLER’S HEALTH CENTRE (Dr F Mamood and Dr M Verma) 

Alternate Saturdays 

8am - 11am/ 3.30pm - 6.30pm 

SAI MEDICAL CENTRE (Dr DCV Nair and Dr A Salim) 

Saturday 

2pm - 5pm 

ST LUKE'S SURGERY, PINFOLD HEALTH CENTRE (Dr Pillai) 

Saturday 

9am - 12pm 

ST MARY'S SURGERY, PINFOLD HEALTH CENTRE 

Sunday 

1pm - 4pm 

WHARF FAMILY PRACTICE 

Saturday 

1pm-4pm d 


Improving Hea 


# WalsalICCG 


^ www.walsallccg.nhs.uk 


and Wellbeing for Walsall 
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There’s Something for Everyone at 

r ,' S LTIUKLSLlLK' 

...from Modern to Traditional 

SALE NOW ON 


ALL BEDS 
ARE FREE 
DELIVERY 
THIS WEEK 


* 1 


a 


-? 


□ 
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Relax at Eeze Milano 
Swival Chair with 

FREE FOOT STOOL 

available in Cream & Brown 




SHERWOOD 
RANGE IN 
LIGHT OAK 
20% OFF 


Cream Leather 
Suite 3-1-1 
Was £2200.00 

Now £1799.99 


1 Only 


Royal Suite 
3-1-1 

Was £1499.99 

Now £1199.99 


1 Only 


WS have a large selection of chairs on 
show in store for you to try out, only part 
of our range of chairs can be shown here. 

DISABLED ACCESS 

Free Phone 

08001975419 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday Saturday 10.00am 5.00pm 
Sunday 10.30am - 3.00pm 

FREE PARKING 

ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 

Number of buses are: 

No. 5,369,370,38A 
All above buses stop outside our store 


Celebrity Lift & Rise Chairs 
Available in fabric or 
leather 5 Year Guarantee 


FREE PARKING AREA 

Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE All major credit cards accepted 

OVER 16 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY 
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Stirlings a name you CAN trust 


55 Springvale Street, Willenhall, West Midlands WV13 1EJ 

www.cableandalloys.com 


Hawkes Green 

Ueterinarv Veterinary Centre 

Centre Unit 18-19 

125 Dudley Road B ^ lncl ^ k 

“fSSa™ Chaseside Drive 
WestMdtods nednesford 

™ WS117GD 

482 121 



Jewellery Sales, I Victorian Arcade 
Walsall WSI IRE 

Telephone: 

01922 623905 


INSTANT CASH FOR YOUR UNWANTED GOLD 

ALL QUALITIES AND QUANTITIES 
SCRAP BROKEN OR DAMAGED CHAINS, 
EARRINGS, RINGS, BROOCHES, COINS, 
WATCHES, BRACELETS ETC 
9CT, I OCT, I4CT, I5CT, 18CT, 20CT, 21CT, 22CT 


Worcester 1 Va 11 i e^rft j^e rolli * Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 


www.plumbingpoint.co.uk 


alum bTBB if’oint 
DARLAST ON 


Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, 
Darlaston, WS10 8SX t: 0121568 8268 

Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 


1200 slider 
8 m Glassl 
1200x800 Tray | 

£300 

Complete I 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 



Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


LUXURY 
BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 


Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug £24Q 

L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CAN’T 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 



Amazing Offer 

Yubo 1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock . £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour.. £620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 
l Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter. £6.50 

Gutter Bracket. £0.50 

Soffit. £5.50 

5.5 Downpipe . £8.00 

Sq or round, black, white or brown 

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN • MOST ITEMS IN STOCK 


eimmm [ 

Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

bAin 

awKbbnal 

From £65 

Lifetime Gueranlee 

BATHROOM 

CABINETS 

Wide Choice available,] 
start from £65 
up to £180 

|TWEL RAILSl 

Good selection on show, f 
comprehensive prices start A 
from £66 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi 
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HALF 

PRICE 


CENTRE 


• MERRY HILL 
SHOPPING CENTRE 


lilable on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2014 on the date specified at the time of 


Offer not available on clearance items or in store 


Written details 


the 

winter 

sale 

HALF PRICE SAVINGS 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

HURRY FINAL WEEK - DOORS CLOSE SUNDAY 5PM 


EXi kA.DISCOUNTS off every single sale price throughout the stores 
with many savings of 50% or more. Hurry, offer now in its final week. 






A 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 4 - # U U 

PRICE A# # W W 

CORNER GROUP AS SHOWN - GREAT SALE VALUE 


SAVE Melinda corner 9° u p 

p (including all cushions) 

t600 NORMAL £4399 SALE £399 



1 *• • 4 * ' AKarndean Harrison 


1 

i 

w 

■ 

f% Parker Knoll 


LOW SALE PRICES. 

PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER NEXT YEAR. NO DEPOSIT. 

INTEREST FREE. 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 


£449 


IlKV U 


Boston solid wood complete bedroom 

Includes: double bedstead, bedside cabinet, COMPLETE 
chest of drawers & 2 door wardrobe. B E D R O O M 

NORMAL £+2T9 SALE £799 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNT 

PRICE 


£599 


("ousins 




NEW YEAR # S OPENING TIMES: 

Mon 30th 9.30am-6pm, Tue 31st 9.30am-6pm, New Years Day 10am-6pm, 

Thurs 9.30am-8pm, Friday 9.30am-6pm, Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm, Sunday 10am-5pm. 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, PRICE 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. PROMISE onprice! * 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 


VERHAMPT0N \ 

\ \ 

\ M6 

A4123 ^ 

>U ^\jD^EYZ00 

M * BIRI ' 

CITY 

HILL m 


beyond expectation 

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


FREE PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT 

LARGE STOCKS AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


iubject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert a 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


olid until 12th January 2014 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 
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WM 

■5 Differences 


71 



Simply circle the 5 differences between the two pictures and send the coupon to the 
address below for your chance to win £25.00 to spend with an advertiser on this page 



I would like to spend my £25 with 

Title and full name. 

Address. 


Postcode.Telephone. 

Email. 

I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signed. 


Mobile, 



Send to: Spot The Difference Competition, Advertising Department, 
Express & Star, Queen Square, Cannock WS11 1EA 

Rules: Entrants must be aged 18 or over. Closing date for entries is Friday 17th January 2014. The winner will be notified by post. The first correct entry 
opened after the closing date will receive the prize. The prize will be issued in cheque form, made payable to the advertiser as chosen by the winner. 
Once issued, the cheque cannot be altered and must be cashed within 2 months of receipt. Employees (or their immediate relatives) of the Express & 
Star may NOT enter. The editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to take part in any relevant publicity. 




icrVe life 

nl . love . 

bumming 

World 

I Join a warm and friendly group today... 



E jpffjjE sum kcrt. or inal ikt wttett to rad Alix's story 

\ slimmingworld.com 

0844 897 8000 I3Q 



www.duncanjames.co.uk 

—i 


Duncan \ames 

MlWfWs'Al 


Formal Suit Hire ™ 
For All 
Occasions 


12 

Mountrath Street 
Walsall 

West Midlands 
WS1 3LY 

Telephone 
01922 647721/ 
625481 




WD\sl 





19 Anchor Parade, 
Aldridge WS9 8QT 

Call Lisa today on 
07806 268008 


Care & Mobility 


Family Run Business with 
over 30 Years Experience 


• FREE Easy Parking 

• Best Prices On All 
Batteries supplied 

• Service work carried out at 
special rates 

• FREE daily living aids catalogue 

• Motability Accredited 


For Service and repair work 


10 Woodlands Centre, Wood Lane, 
Willenhall, Walsall WV12 5ND. 
Telephone 01922 400344 



THROUGH OUT JANUARY 

£100 off and FREE down lights with any Fire Place Package. 



51a Anchor Road 
Aldridge 4 

WS9 8PT <*23 

ra -» » 


>ad 01922 
.458017 





HUGE WINTER SALE 


JANUARY ONLY 
OFFER 

14 months membership 
for the price of 12. 

come and meet us and have a look around 
and discuss your membership requirements 

or contact us 

01922 613512 or 
secretary@walsallgolfclub.co.uk 

Walsall Golf Club 
Broadway, Walsall WS1 3EY 


HOTTER 

Ladies Shoes: NOW £35! 
HOTTER 

Mens Shoes: NOW £40! 

ARA Ladies Casual Shoes: 
NOW £30! 

VAN-DAL Ladies Court Shoes: 
NOW £40! 

LOAKE Mens All-Leather Shoes: 
NOW £75! 

PLUS ^ An ADDITIONAL £5 Off 

with this Advert* 

*Offer valid until 31.01.14 


website: www.hopkins-shoes.co.uk 


Walsall 


@ Traditional Settings 


1 DAY JANUARY SALE 


Saturday 4th January 2014 

Exceptional Range From Stylish Contemporary to 
Unashamedly Traditional Styles!!!!!!!!!!! 

Closed from 5th January and Re Open 24th January 2014 


smm [mmooim otmuwsm 

Ablewell SI., Walsall Tel: (01922) 644407 

Open 11 .OOam - 4,OOpm 


Walsall Golf Cl® 

www. walsallgolfclub. co. uk 
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Rugeley Heath Hayes Walsall Wood 


Unit 7, Trent Business Park, Five Ways House, Five Ways, 

Power Station Road, Rugeley. WS15 2HS Heath Hayes WS12 3EA 

Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday Open: 9am - 5.30pm Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturday 


Tel: 01889 579074 


Tel: 01543 270852 


Walsall Road, Walsall Wood. WS99AH 

Open: 9am-5.30pm Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm Saturday 
and10am-4pm Sunday 

Tel: 01543 897070 


i6fM 


| J^LICHFIELD ^ 

o 


U STA^ ^ ~' N ^ CK 4 


CARPET AND BED WAREHOUSE 

• Free Estimates 

• Fast Fitting Service 

• Free Parking on site at our stores 

• Established for over 30 years 

• Additional savings on housefulls 

• We beat any like for like quote 

• Big discount for Landlords 


.up to 


« 70j 


NEWS 


Village pub site will 
now become homes 


The Red Cow pub in Pelsall, which failed to survive the axe 

A PUB will be converted into flats following a planning com¬ 
mittee meeting’s approval for the scheme. A fresh proposal 
was put forward for the Red Cow pub in Pelsall, after a failed 
campaign to save the watering hole earlier this year. 

A petition with more than 300 signatures was collected 
but Marston’s said the site in Allens Lane was no longer 
viable with alternative pubs elsewhere. 

An initial application for one house was approved in the 
summer but a revised scheme for 10 properties on the land 
was approved before Christmas. 

The existing building will be converted into four flats, 
with four further new flats and a pair of semi detached 
houses built on the car park. 

Plans were also approved for the former Station Street 
Working Men’s Club, in Milton Street, Palfrey to be trans¬ 
formed into 10 flats and members also approved a scheme 
for a pair of semi-detached three-storey Victorian houses 
previously used as a hotel and guest house to be converted 
into 12 one-bedroom self-contained units. 


Jail warning 
for owner of 
four horses 
left to starve 

A HORSE owner has been warned he could 
face jail after four animals were left to starve 
and found in appalling conditions by the 
RSPCA. 

The charity was alerted by two women who spotted 
the suffering horses in an acre-sized paddock off 
Manor Way in Halesowen, g by Simon Stone 

Vets were called in and the , --—-- . . , 

horses were rated on their horses looking very thin . 
health. Not one of the four Sha said there was no hay m 

scored more than 0.5 out of a food c ° ntai ?? r and ^ 
£ ve grass in the field was short. 

“ q s;^ir the 

aged 34, faced a charge of sal ?£ Y™™l 0 id S RSP^ 
causing unnecessary suffer- inspectors 8 the horses had 

ing to the animals not seen a vet for a year. All 

Young, of Hilton Road in four horses were taken from 
Tividale, pleaded guilty on the fleld and have since 
the basis he accepted recovered 
responsibility for three of Defending, Mr Harbinder 
the horses’ plight. Gahir said: “ He accepts guilt 

The plea was not accepted f or three of the horses, but 
by the prosecution, but mag- no t the fourth one. ” 
istrates moved the case on as The charge covered the 
they said it would not make time period from January 30 
a difference to sentencing. to April 24 2013. 

Mrs Gaynor Sutton, pros- The case was adjourned 
ecuting on behalf of the for a pre-sentence report. 
RSPCA, said charity inspec- Young will be sentenced at 
tor Paul Seddon turned up at Dudley Magistrates’ Court 
the paddock to find the on January 9. 


Lead suspect stopped 

A POLICE dog tracked down a would-be thief after officers 
spotted him trying to steal lead from a roof. 

The dog and his handler raced to a house in Charles 
Foster Street, Darlaston, after reports that lead from the 
top of a bay window was being taken. 

They quickly tracked down the suspect in the early hours 
of the morning to a nearby alleyway. 

The 25-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of theft 
and taken into custody on Sunday December 22. 

Inspector Steven Willetts, from Walsall Police, said: “This 
was great bit of policing that proves how valuable our trusty 
police dogs are.” 
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First Stop 

Accident Management 


Hoi An Aiadanl* Htt Vtur foil? 
Omt M jmur p*«onr iqify put you 
txn Oi pxMT C* m FIR8T1 

*#•••* i • 



inMiOMwiujii 

• taiKr* 

• mpohrtVei e^ee 

• MU r«gK 


(ft Mot a toy ?«**•** 


Cl 


f?\jga j&2£2£ falii 


rvct owfcr nn, mat i, 

loiwlcH n«Rl WS3 ?XT 
jQtlr—rr i— ftc •»•?? €71711 
tcLiTiHaa t xn 


The Name You Can Trasf 

bfmw iiuMt 4» <tv tS ffli'i 


WindOTIEEh -'iV- 

INKRFEAMf Bill 



MAir S4V1MC OittffC AAHU4*r 
IHli UMtt A*t44er»<1«j . )U«»»rt>l 




«««»!*« 


IM1 Nrlr’tooe flfirtfre ifcw»t* tfsQI ITCM 
Mtt 4WW m tin urtffT Tien dd n 




iii<>\ 

Ulnlln 


Replace your bathroom suite 
NOW for as little as £180 


\ 


rkial Law, Short Hear Ailcnhall W12 SOU 


Telephone: 01922 407778 

OPEN 6 DAT8 Mono*f to %Mw9*f 9 OOftfi SWpr» 


Aldridge 

Fireplaces 


51 a Anchor Road, 
Aldridge, 
WS9 8PT 


Telephone 
01922 458017 


opening limes: mon - sat lO.OUam • 
4,}0pm, cloyrd nn sundiv 


Little Rascals Childcare* 


£ Coble 


Frirtt Houm, 

North gate, Aldridge 
Woltuell WSfl HTH 
telephone 01922 4b£OooO 
www itmemscalfONMtcarv co uk 


'M#*' 




inn turn pjiym«nt 



CHRO] 


yewiwi wn.i>»yMwar.aMvnnu 

www.ptMMimilMlnyR.cam 



Electrical 


For an your 
electrical 
needs 


65 Trysull Road, Wotartiampton WV3 7JG 
01902 335742 


/j kinks & 

r riKKiiacEs 



ofVHenUl 


Luge Aomen x lih t, \mw hdwnil EiUfc, 
Soi^kRMitVikiyiirVUIRA 
Ctoa 5 Dm A Ted M iro-J pn 
C<*fJ Sindmi 

01922475222 


^X&ffr/iTr 

#'*lttt*fcrierft4«w44nJW weepAndhi 

CilKtrMffMni: 


Walsall Family 
Dental Practise 


150 - 152 Caldmore Road 
Walsall WS1 3RF 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

01922 623144 



HUGE SALE 
NOWON 


* h ri9»<C<4reopr>4im 


ir^hengrfwkfii^n 01922 '* mr* 
Ur -***uJ«c:o< 629454 ** *** 


" Local - Friendly - 
Professional” 

GtaieRrte 

Mfw •fexweri OeM Oai» 4 IWM 
WV<*w% ore) Owes 

L jeh «J Urgn 

01922 601495 

SeTf»ntrK 

07949467835 

CcfpNMw Now n 

IRtteweidtoWM fcj 
Guertew m el wort « 

w> ^w«wffv rr * 


mejuMewcAjciut 



Mi* Stawwi * WaaaII • Wwt! ] 


RICHARD HILLMAN 

Vetiriniry Centre 
56 UcBftdd Sl/MLWlSJIV^V 2SX 

TELEPHONE: 
01922 622280 

To ctodt w>.r ntxtv. 



T r(nw^#t,7^k3rtd5^>irturo*i) 
a o«tag a rgu* San ten on Tnp* En* 


FW THE BEST IB FWESSJHUi Oi.JIESSMS 

fa*v Baton n* bora* 

M*» **«<**< 

01922 620086 

IT Jfrt *~rmx l? NVcw4rr I 

UUtetAfl 1«1 
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** < «ai*e *r if toy* an** IM r#n 


Quality 9U«W Sptimiul) 

0333 121 2020 


The Team You Can | 

esixyr 




Call us now 

01922 644226 

ktfogp*H*Jlw«*do%»*.c»~uli | 

*««*« FENSA 


AS Windows Walsall Ltd 


Rifling the PrvtesswAl toitfl Mo your home 
TRAMCftDCRSWRCOV* 

V® Whf rad 0*e<n « ni dwtr* ttatfiffsUtf 

Ml* 

01927 639603 07973113S30 

17 lUrqc Pto*, A 1 ** US* 3HA 

AWNr.dS^indowsco.iA 


RPnTi funeral home 

" Li ri UiU>r rnrrv ivi• m.-.tanti 


m 


UNITED KINGDOM INN 4 

ss 


I i awi)« GWEN HClliX HLCCI11CK 
i.UAiu «m 3i\ • oivii mm 
J JiHrtrPrxtd Vnin J fttty toml Pbfe 
J EkpriCfatriaflBl J AJd Dttaaatfi]* (Jnrd Iff 
J Ft! Mmnrsid tt» j in Vnit 
J fYrhi*A v*uiknd<lin V»*t*UKT 
Howe itailiMr upon rtf ird 



y € c I I n I C 


WWW rOCUftNVNClIniC CO ufc 

1 Corporation Stmt. Walsall WS1 4HR 
Telephone 01922 278099 


• Fill rwmtrai to attn aockots 
• wights, iha«*n, ifioea A bursar alarms 
• Ortaett mkImU 
# A««iil ar*a la b tW rwa aatanouna 
• Fra# A i oba 


I all 07980 237502 

01^22 441242 


DEAN HARPER 

Funeral Directors 1 Stone Matsons 
A Cotfptisstctiole Gir;jg Semcr 


MSI l* WlUUI 

1ST PI ATI AW4M VEINS! I nm 9MI a mu 




V.*<L 

«*#•» 

t 

Holy lcr»a Nu'Wrv 

01922 417256 

Holly Lane, Great Wyrley 
Walsall WS6 6AQ 


Find out if you could 
get a Free Boiler!! 

Ring Now 

01543 688960 


A www.spsgasoofa.co.tdi 

ecosave f"*«wew4*»jaK«*avil 


SHORT HEATH 


TYRE SALES LTD 


For AH Your Tyro Hoods 
COMPETITIVE PRICES! 
Hi! y*—| w Lf u sHw of Hahmm Tyres 

C ■ O Oil# Ratle4g* Mat#r tenrlcat, 
Unit 1 , Arrow Induatnjil talaU, 
Straight Head. W.ltenh.ll WV 1 2 SAB 


01922 475563 


\U.<JFmp!m $ Tnutilimlhttup 


m R»v <* 'w 

yijftifr b 

/uinAa 1 L*||# 
rivr oar tlioarmar M 

Vhk a»II Vfwt, 1 a Hat 

Ttlt 1 4i.«cl>l*l22 Mi4Cf? 




vx 


cmctoi tturfOTsma 

TUBS Mitt MMLi fOUBBT 

Pitt MYNC TtlNtt BNUU 


f«t VtnMC TtLMai BNUU 

01922 276552. "~~Z 



W. S. FURNISHINGS 

lARGt SELECTION OK SUITES 
REDUCED TO CLEAR 
All bctis arc top quality at 
affordable low, low, low prices! 

11nn 1. (iaaaa Las*. flmhUk. Vlakall 

Freephone 0800 197 5419 


WALSAL U vorfc fo 


^irsnrmr rau nrrro wj\ 

NHnp« 

2=T3 




♦»* (Mi A i V• • • Ul toi )##• • Uaa# hunp- 
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rw*m . riMT vxrtn i , J 


5^ MULTIPRINT 

B Tour Oiw-rtw Print Slw , 

m M nUM 0IW P«0 HM H0«MI Kir, 




:BS* 

• rw 


t *•— M tlrwK, MBS BSH 

- , M| n - 


iw Qian aiM«t fa» Pitn nm? 


Care & Mobility 


Family Run Business with 
over 30 Years Experience 

• FREE Easy Parkng 

• Best Prices On All 

Battenes supplied 

• Service work earned out at 
special rates 

• FREE daily fcwtg aids catalogue 

• MotabiSty Accredled 

For Service and repair work 


10 Woodlands Centre, Wood Lane. 
Wi lenMi, Walsall WV12 5ND 
Telephone 01922 400344 
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Chatabox 


HAIR & BEAUTY 


° Ml (°m% 7 wff 
Shampoo & §3} {gH © 

Ql ScM? SB ® 


£5 off every service, valid 


February 2014 


t: 01922 400515 

3 Leamore Lane Leamore 
Walsall WS3 2BJ 


Large Selection 
of Wines, 
Beers, Spirits & 
Groceries - 
All at competitive 
prices 

Offers always 
available in store 


65 High Road, Lane Head, 
Willenhall WV12 4JN 

01902 635050 


SHOP LOC4/ 




GAS IN SAFE HANDS 

Established 1957 
3rd Generation Family Business 



0 



T ' 


REGISTERED GAS INSTALLERS 

Plumbing and Heating Engineers 

• Years Warranty on all Worcester Bosch Boilers • Service & Breakdown Specialists • Fires & Cookers Installed • Bathroom Installations 

Tel: 01902 606707 Mobile: 07850 864032 www.copesheating.co.uk 



Bloxwich Fireplaces at Regency Design 
Offering 24 years of Quality, Experience & Professional Advice 



Quality Marble Surrounds • « 
from £475-£795 j ^ 


43 Field Road, Bloxwich, Walsall WS3 3JD 


01922 712 920 Open: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm Sat 9am -1 pm 
www.regencydesigncentre.co.uk 


Elield oad ]i rniture 

Mattresses Bed Frames Divans 



Prado 

3’£135 4’6” £169 


Tuscany Sleigh Preston TV Bed 

4’6” £190 5’ £207 4’6” £500 (TV not included) 


• Orthopaedic • Open Coil • Latex • Memory Foam and much, much more! 
FREE local delivery - All major credit and debit cards welcome 

Unit 13, Old Hall Industrial Estate, Field Road, Bloxwich 
Tel: 01922 403254 or 07917 788772 


MEGA QUALITY MEAT SALE 

BLACK ANGUS SILVERSIDE 
£1.99 P/LB 


ANGUS RIB EYE STEAK 
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38 HIGH STREET, CLAYHANGER, BROWNHILLS 

Tel: 01343 
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& lanuarv Sale 


Has VOUr Bed -if so then now is the time to visit.. 

better The BEDEXGHANGE.. 

j ai#c 7 at our Walsall Store where... 

y ...we give you £50 

against your old bed! 

Bhir 


>5 


We will not 
be beaten 
on Price or 
Quality!!!!! 




if 




£50 allowance is against any bed priced over £199 


in our huge 
carpet store 


Bleach Cleanable 

Twist 

Hessian Backed 5mtr width 

MOW 


LUXURY 

SAXONY 

DEEP PILE 


free* underlay 

with our lifestyle range 
- come and see us today! 


SQ MTR 


SO MTR 


anias 

Vinyl 


From 


100 % Wool 
BERBER 

WAS 

NO W O nly 

SQ 

Ludlow Twist 

80/20 60oz Was £26 
Bottle Green Only 


Wood Floors 
& Laminates 

Large Choice of Colours 

Cash & Carry 

ifCHtTR 


ca rpets tha njTj^^i 


SQ MTR 


FREE underlay with all fitted carpets - undelay upgrades available 


Sat 


Mon 


00 


30pm 


Sunday 


10 


4pm 
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everything 

in stock 

for immediate 

delivery! 


offering the 

largest choice 

at the 

lowest 
price! 


li—i iTFfl B 

: www.ncffurnishings.co.uk 


now extended further! 


New York Collection 

Upholstered in top grain leather, the New York 
sofa with soft arm pads providing extra 
comfort and stitching detail to add a touch of 
style to any interior. Density foam base, 
offering softness and support. 



NCF Retail Park, 

Green Lane, Cannock, WS11OJJ 

©: 01543 570 759 


NCF Perry Barr, take advantage of 

2-6 Kingstanding Rd, Perry Barr, B448AA maSSive diSCOUntS 

©: 0121 356 7022 throughout every department. 


WHY WAIT? IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON ALL PRODUCTS! 
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What’s On! 


Festive fun 
with Cerys 

Cerys Matthews 
Town Hall, Birmingham 

THERE are two words 
which sum up a Cerys 
Matthews show, great fun. 
The Welsh singer/song- 
writer and BBC Radio 6 
presenter rarely stops 
talking, with the exception 
of when she is singing but 
she is such an enthusiastic 
and engaging character. 

She opened the first of 
her two sets on the banjo 
with a Woody Guthrie song, 
Who’s Gonna Shoe Your 
Pretty Little Feet?, 
Matthews’ valley spring 
tones filled the Town Hall 
with a haunting version of 
the tune. 

Most of her songs have a 
lengthy introduction and 
she openly boasted that the 
longest preamble she has 
done to date was at the 
nearby Glee Club, where 
she chatted for 21 minutes 
between songs. 

When she finally got 
around to singing Johnny 
Come Lately, from her 
Catatonia days, there was 
more than a hint of Kate 
Bush about her tones. 

A Welsh language song 
Moliannwn came from her 
HullaBaloo album which is 
totally in Welsh. 

She treated the audience 
to Chardonnay, from her 
Cockahoop album, followed 
by a great version of Jingle 
Bells and a traditional Deck 
The Halls followed by a 
funky version of Ding Dong 
Merrily on High, again with 
the audience brought in to 
provide vocal support. 
_ Danny Farragher 


Goh glitz and giggles too 

in pantomime makeover 


Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, 

Birmingham Hippodrome 

MAKING his panto debut in Birmingham, fashion guru Gok Wan should 
be renamed Gok the giggler as he is obviously enjoying his pantomime 
makeover as much as the audience. 

Judging by his vocal performance, a singing career is probably off the 
agenda but for glitz, glamour and celebrity wow factor, not to mention 
outfits that look like they’ve been designed for Ming the Merciless, Gok 


as the Man in the Mirror is most 
definitely on style. 

Dragon 

But he is only part of the ensem¬ 
ble that make Brume spectacular 
panto a surefire hit with lots of 
singing, dancing, slapstick and 
naughty humour - plus a fearsome 
flying dragon that looks more than 
capable of wolfing down seven 
dwarves and probably a hobbit too. 

Gook not the only first timer in 
panto land, song and dance man 
Gary Wilmott shows there’s 
nothing like a Dame to raise the fun 
factor. As Nora Crumble, the castle 
cook, he is the focus for some of the 
funniest routines and also brings a 
tear to the eye with a charming song 
about motherhood. 

As Snow White, Over The 
Rainbow winner Danielle Hope, 
who has now played both Dorothy 
and Epoxide in the West End, is an 
excellent singer with the kind of 
smile that lights up a room and is 
dressed just like her animated 
Disney predecessor. 

Despite this being her first panto 
too, Miss Hope could hold her own 
with showbiz and soap stalwart 


B Review by Leon Burakowski 

John Partridge who, as Prince 
John, gives 100 per cent in enthusi¬ 
asm and energy. 

This show also boasts two funny¬ 
men with ventriloquist and comic 
Paul Zerline and Brian Conley- 
lookalike Matt Slack as brothers 
Muddles and Oddson. 

Or maybe that should be three, 
because Zerline puppet Sam seems 
to have a life of his own, despite a 
technical hitch on press night that 
rubbed a little magic off the 
puppet’s big moment. 

Completing the package is former 
The Colbys and Dynasty star 
Stephanie Beacham as a superbly 
hissable wicked queen - important 
enough to have Gok as her personal 
style consultant - and the magnifi¬ 
cent seven themselves. The 
dwarves are not played by the 
height-challenged but seven actors 
in ingenious, hilarious costumes 
that must leave them with very sore 
knees. 

All in all, this year’s Hippodrome 
panto is like a Gok makeover - fab- 
u-lous - and it continues until Feb¬ 
ruary 2. 



Wicked Queen Sadista (Stephanie Beacham) puts a spell on Oddjob (Matt 
Slack) in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs at BirminghamHippodrome 


Gok Wan as The Man in the Mirror Danielle Hope as Snow White 




Music from around world 

Magical Christmas Tree Show, Newhampton Folk Club 

IF YOU are bold enough to sing House of the Rising Sun to 
the tune of Little Town of Bethlehem and Rock Around the 
Clock in mediaeval Middle English then, if only for novelty 
value, you are worth listening to. 

The one thing you can say about the trio Chris Parkin¬ 
son, Pete Morton and Emily Sanders, who was standing in 
for the ill Maggie Boyle, is their festive may not be tradi¬ 
tional but it’s damn good entertainment. They opened 
with The Mountain Road and Christmas Eve with Parkin¬ 
son on melodeon, Morton guitar and Sanders on fiddle. 
Right from the off, they had come to have a good time. 

The magical Christmas tree of the title was a rather 
pathetic looking specimen but it was really only there to let 
the audience pick scrolls from the branches which had 
instructions for the group. One such was for music from 
around the world. Parkinson opened with a Moldova tune 
on accordion then Morton took over singing Malaika, 
which means angel in Swahili, and Sanders played a gor¬ 
geous version of Hava Nagila on fiddle. 

Sanders put on clogs to give a traditional dance to the 
tune of Byker Hill. Things turned surreal as Morton picked 
up a tune which started as Greensleeves but moved into 
the Middle Ages version of Rock Around The Clock. You 
have to hear it to really appreciate it. This was the last 
show of 2013 for the folk club but thankfully it will be back 
later this year. DF 


PUZZLER PAGE SOLUTIONS 


The puzzle page was not carried for the weeks of 
December 19 and December 26. So that our readers can 
check their answers we have listed below the solutions to 
the puzzle page carried on December 12 (No 251). 
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c ^rnddz / ^^athrooms & /^itc 


itchens 


Full installation service or Supply only 


TCHENS INSTALLED 



to 5° 


% cff^ hr0OmS 


Easy access bathing and wet room specialists 

New Year - New You - New Bathroom - New Kitchen 

Suddz Bathrooms and Kitchens are a family fun business offering 
luxury bathrooms and kitchens at affordable prices. 

We offer a full design and installation service to the highest stan¬ 
dards or customers can opt for supply only. 


FREE 3D design services and home surveys 
are available. 


FREE P'TT. 11 | a thro° m 


•"•"‘"SR. 


EX 


PISPLAY 


We guarantee to price match on like for like products and are told by 
our customers that we are extremely competitive. 

If customers opt for the full installation service all aspects of the job 
are dealt with by ourselves meaning a hassle free installation for the 
customer. Our friendly and efficient installers carry out each and 
every job to the highest of standards in a professional manner. 


01543 379670 


Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills, WS8 6JN 
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What’s On! 


SATURDAY’S TV 4 . 01.14 


Listings supplied by Press Associatioi 


CHOICE 


BBC1 




m i 


MV 1 

l 

•fe. 


Catherine Tate 

Catherine Tate’s Nan 
BBC1, 9.30pm 

It’s been a while since we 
saw Catherine Tate heading 
up her own series. Not that 
she hasn’t been busy; in 
recent years she’s had a 
stint as a Doctor Who 
companion, been a regular 
in the American version of 
The Office and starred 
alongside David Walliams 
in Big School. But now 
she’s about to resurrect 
one of the comedy 
characters who helped to 
make her name - Joanie 
Taylor, better known as 
Nan. Her grandson Jamie is 
in Africa, so to lend her a 
hand she’s got a new 
friend, Alice, who doesn’t 
know what she’s letting 
herself in for... 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 Food & Drink. 
(R) 12.00 Football FOCUS. 12.45 
Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

I. 15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.45 
Escape to the Country. (R) 2.30 
Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the 
opening day of the tournament. 

4.30 Final Score. 5.10 Frozen 
Planet. (R) 

6.10 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Celebrity Mastermind. With 
Hal Cruttenden, Clare 
Perkins, Sophie Hosking and 
Huw Stephens. 

7.00 Pointless Celebrities. 
Featuring actors from 
Grange Hill, Waterloo Road 
and The Demon Headmaster. 

7.50 The National Lottery: Who 
Dares Wins. New series. 
Nick Knowles hosts the 
game show in which two 
pairs of strangers compete 
by listing as much as they 
know about given subjects. 
Including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

8.40 Casualty. Fletch witnesses 
an explosion at a bar and 
realises the man who 
accused him of assault is 
trapped inside the building. 

9.30 Catherine Tate’s Nan. The 
character returns in a one-off 
comedy special. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Film: Little Fockers. (2010) 
Premiere. Comedy sequel, 
starring Ben Stiller and 
Robert De Niro; National 
Lottery Update. 

II. 55 Film: Romance & 

Cigarettes. (2005) Musical 
drama, starring James 
Gandolfini. 

1.35 Weatherview. 1.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Film: My Fake Fiance. (2009) 

7.30 Film: Stick It. (2006) 9.10 Life 
on Earth. (R) 10.05 Life on Earth. 
(R) 11.00 Fred Dibnah’s Made in 
Britain. (R) 11.30 Great British 
Railway Journeys. (R) 12.00 Paul 
Hollywood’s Pies & Puds. (R) 

12.45 Paul Hollywood’s Pies & 
Puds. (R) 1.30 Film: The Horse 
Whisperer. (1998) 4.10 Coast. 4.30 
Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Further coverage 
of the opening day of the 
tournament. 5.30 James May’s Toy 
Stories: The Motorcycle Diary. 
Building a motorbike and sidecar 
entirely out of Meccano. (R) 

6.30 Flog It! Valuing items in 
Malvern, Worcestershire. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Godfrey is 
accused of cowardice. (R) 

8.00 Morecambe & Wise: 

Leading Ladies. Penelope 
Keith presents a compilation 
of highlights from the 
comedy duo’s shows 
featuring appearances by 
female stars of stage and 
screen. (R) 

9.00 Dave Allen: God’s Own 

Comedian. A look at the life, 
career and legacy of the Irish 
comedy writer and 
performer, featuring 
interviews with family and 
friends and rare archive 
material. (R) 

10.00 Dave Allen: The Immaculate 
Selection. Memorable 
routines by the comedian. 

11.00 Dave Allen in Search of the 
English Eccentric. 
Documentary, first shown in 
1974. (R) 

11.55 Darts: BDO World 

Championships. Action 
from the opening day at the 
Lakeside Country Club. 

12.45 Darts Extra. 2.45 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Pat & Stan. 6.10 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.15 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.25 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.50 Canimals. (R) 6.55 Canimals. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.15 Sooty. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.50 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 8.05 Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.30 Victorious. 9.00 Deadtime 
Stories. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Dinner Date. (R) 10.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 11.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.35 The Chase. (R) 
12.40 Midsomer Murders. (R) 2.45 
Show Me the Telly. (R) 3.45 You’ve 
Been Framed! Featuring golfing 
mishaps. (R) 4.15 Regional 
Programme; Weather.4.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 4.45 Live FA Cup 
Football. Arsenal v Tottenham 
Hotspur (Kick-off 5.15pm). 
Coverage of the third-round 
encounter at the Emirates Stadium, 
as the north London rivals meet in 
an eye-catching tie. 

7.20 Splash! New series. Vernon 
Kay, Gabby Logan and Tom 
Daley return with the 
celebrity diving contest. 

8.50 Take Me Out. New series. An 
IT consultant, an 
entrepreneur, a daredevil and 
a student take part. 

9.50 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
New series. The host 
subjects another batch of 
celebrity guests to no-holds- 
barred questioning. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

Action from the third round, 
with fixtures including 
Arsenal v Tottenham 
Hotspur, Wigan Athletic v 
Milton Keynes Dons and 
Macclesfield Town v 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

12.35 Jackpot247. 3.00 Ladette to 
Lady: Australia. (R) 3.45 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 The Treacle People. (R) 6.10 
Little Wolf’s Book of Badness. (R) 
6.35 Film: Arctic Tale. (2007) 8.00 
The Morning Line. 9.00 The 
American Football Show. 10.00 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 10.30 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 11.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Jamie’s 
Festive Feast. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 
Racing. 4.00 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 4.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
5.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.35 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Come Dine with Me. Jane 
Welch hosts the final dinner 
party in west London. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Speed with Guy Martin. The 
motorcycle racer takes part 
in four adrenaline-fuelled 
challenges, beginning with 
an attempt to break the 
British record for outright 
speed on a bicycle. (R) 

8.00 New Secrets of the 

Terracotta Warriors - Secret 
History. Recent discoveries 
about China’s Terracotta 
Army, an extraordinary 
collection of ceramic 
sculptures unearthed in 1974 
and dating back more than 
2,000 years. (R) 

9.00 Film: Robin Hood. (2010) 

An archer returning from the 
crusades faces a plot by a 
traitorous knight to aid a 
French conquest of England. 
Adventure, with Russell 
Crowe and Cate Blanchett. 

11.45 Charlie Brooker’s How 

Videogames Changed the 
World. The broadcaster 
delves into the history of the 
games industry. (R) 

1.40 Fresh Meat. (R) 2.25 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.30 Suburgatory. 

4.50 90210. 5.35 Deal or No Deal. 

(R) 


FREE TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Megaforce. 10.35 
Slugterra. 11.00 Jungle Babies: 
Tarsier Tails. (R) 11.30 Celebrity 
Big Brother: Live Launch. (R) 1.25 
Film: Columbo: Try and Catch Me. 
(1977) 3.00 Film: Columbo: A Case 
of Immunity. (1975) 4.25 
Diagnosis Murder. (R) 5.25 
Diagnosis Murder. (R) 

6.20 Mr & Mrs Murder. New 
series. Australian detective 
comedy, starring Shaun 
Micallef and Kat Stewart. 

7.10 CSI: Crime Scene 

Investigation. Two siblings 
confess to a schoolgirl’s 
murder. (R) 

8.00 NCIS. The team tries to 

prove Ziva had nothing to do 
with a political assassination 
carried out by her former 
Mossad partner - but has to 
tackle the case without 
Gibbs’s guidance. (R) 

9.00 NCIS. Against his better 

judgement, Gibbs comes out 
of retirement to help Fornell 
and his daughter by 
reopening the case of an 
escaped convict who is 
putting their lives in danger. 

(R) 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Celebrity Big Brother. 

Highlights of the famous 
housemates’ past 24 hours. 
11.00 Celebrity Big Brother’s Bit 
on the Psych. New series. 
Psychological analysis of the 
housemates’ behaviour. 
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.05 True CSI. 
(R) 4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R)4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 4.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 5.00 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.10 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 

5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.25 The 
Funky Valley Show. (R) 5.40 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Three 

7.00 Doctor Who: The Ultimate 
Guide 8.00 Top Gear 9.00 Film: Die 
Hard with a Vengeance (1995) 
11.00 Family Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Nasa - Triumph and Tragedy 
8.00 A Very British Murder with 
Lucy Worsley 9.00 The Bridge 
11.00 Rock ‘n’ Roll Britannia 

ITV2 

3.20 Film: Junior (1994) 5.30 
Film: Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 7.15 
Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 
9.00 Film: The 40 Year Old Virgin 
(2005) 11.20 Film: Bridget Jones: 
The Edge of Reason (2004) 

ITV3 

2.50 Housewife, 49 4.40 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 6.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot 11.00 Prime 
Suspect 

ITV4 

3.10 Film: Shootout (1971) 5.05 
Film: The War Wagon (1967) 7.10 
Storage Wars 8.10 Film: Police 
Academy 6: City Under Siege 
(1989) 10.00 Film: Lethal Weapon 
2(1989) 

E4 

4.25 Film: Penelope (2006) 6.10 
Film: Meet Dave (2008) 8.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The 
Waterboy (1998) 10.50 The 
Inbetweeners 11.55 8 Out of 10 
Cats 
Film4 

2.55 Baby’s Day Out (1994) 4.45 
Gambit (1966) 6.55 Employee of 
the Month (2006) Comedy, with 
Dane Cook, Dax Shepard and 
Jessica Simpson. 9.00 Easy A 
(2010) A teenage girl lies about her 
non-existent sexual history, and 
uses the resulting rumours to 
become the talk of the school. Teen 
comedy, with Emma Stone and 
Penn Badgley. 10.50 Troll Hunter 
( 2010 ) 


Please tell me how I can claim my 

FREE TV Amplifier 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign 
for Better Hearing we are now giving 
enquirers with hearing difficulties a FREE 
TV Amplifier to help with everyday sounds 
around the home - great for conversation, 
listening to TV, radio, even birds singing! 


Most people with hearing difficulties could 
benefit from this offer. The TV Amplifier 
will be given free to keep, with batteries 
included. There is no obligation to purchase 
and all genuine enquirers will be delighted 
with this free offer from Amplifon. 


FREEPHONE 0800 028 4764 


* * / first realised / was losing my hearing 
when / was struggling to hear the TV. 

/ now wear hearing aids and 
no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore 



I Mr Q Mrs Q Ms Q (pleasetick) Other 
I First name _ 

Address 


Simply address your envelope to FREEPOST Amplifon 
(No further address details or stamp required) 

The National Campaign for Better Hearing is a 
trading name of Amplifon Ltd. 


The Hearing Aid Specialists 


B L V 


L A 


SOLICITORS 


1 


ACCIDENT CLAIM SPECIALISTS 

Have you suffered an injury or accident? Want compensation? 

Then contact BLV Law for free advice and to claim maximum compensation 


Types of Claims:- 

> Accident at Work 

> Road Traffic Accident 

> Work Related Diseases 

> Slips, Trips & Falls 


> Accidents Involving Children 

> Medical Negligence 

> Hair Claims 

> Inquests & Fatal Claims 


> Care Home Claims 

> Accidents Abroad 

> Sporting Accidents 

> Defective Products 



ELECTRICAL 
TEST 

MIDLANDS 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

Your Local Electrician 

01922 710014 


© 


/slfel 


m 



ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATION WORK 

• REWIRES, FUSEB0ARD CHANGES 

• ELECTRICAL TESTING 

• PAT TESTING 

• LANDLORD CERTS. 

GAS SERVICES 

• HEATING 

• PLUMBING 

• GAS CERTS. 


ELECTRICAL AND 
GAS SERVICES 

• ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 
SAVE MONEY, SAVE TIME, 
SAVE ENERGY 


TESTIMONIAL 

Brilliant job, rewired my 
house, good, clean , tidy 


Mrs.M 


www.electricaltestmidlands.com 


LOCOI0114ESS8 
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What’s On! 


|SUNDAY’S TV 5 . 01.14 

Listings supplied by Press Association 1 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 


i 

| 


Dan Snow 

Operation Grand Canyon 
with Dan Snow 
BBC2, 9pm 

For some Karl Pilkington 
types who might not 
embrace the glory of 
nature, the Grand Canyon is 
just a big rocky hole in the 
ground. For others it is one 
of the wonders of the world. 
Given that camera crews 
from around the globe 
spend a chunk of each year 
filming it, there’s little 
wonder we are occasionally 
treated to another HD- 
friendly documentary like 
this. Here, occasional One 
Show reporter Dan Snow 
joins forces with a team of 
scientists and historians to 
emulate explorer John 
Wesley Powell’s 1869 
expedition. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big 
Questions. 11.00 Homes Underthe 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Moving On. (R) 2.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 2.45 Helicopter 
Heroes. 3.15 That Puppet Game 
Show. 4.00 Songs of Praise. 4.35 
Dolphins - Spy in the Pod. (R) 5.35 
BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.00 Countryfile. John Craven 
joins the staff of Killerton 
House in Devon as they 
prepare for the year ahead. 

He also views the home’s 
antique clothing collection 
and presents items from past 
shows. 

7.00 Celebrity Mastermind. With 
Fred MacAulay, Mark 
Billingham, Georgia 
Henshaw and Charles 
Collingwood. 

7.30 Antiques Roadshow. The 

experts gather at the home of 
the Royal Ballet School in 
Richmond Park, London. 
Objects include a longbow 
used in the Second World 
War and a sketch of Dylan 
Thomas’s wife. 

8.30 Sherlock. The brooding 
detective is kept busy as best 
man on John and Mary’s 
wedding day - but it soon 
turns out his duties involve 
stopping a killer who is 
stalking the reception. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Mrs Brown’s Boys New Year 
Special. The doting mother 
gets a new house guest - a 
homeless parrot. (R) 

II. 05 Film: Good Will Hunting. 



1.05 Weatherview. 1.10 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.10 Film: 
Odette. (1950) 8.05 Monty Don’s 
French Gardens. (R) 9.05 
Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Paul 
Hollywood’s Pies & Puds. (R) 

12.15 Paul Hollywood’s Pies & 
Puds. (R) 1.00 Live Darts: BDO 
World Championships. Coverage of 
the second day of the tournament. 
5.00 Ski Sunday. 5.45 Film: Catch 
Me If You Can. (2002) Fact-based 
drama, starring Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Tom Hanks. 

8.00 Nature’s Weirdest Events. 

Chris Packham investigates 
reports of bears turning to a 
life of crime and fish that 
have contrived a way to 
attack birds on land. Last in 
the series. 

9.00 Operation Grand Canyon 
with Dan Snow. The 

presenter joins a team of 
historians and geologists to 
recreate the pioneering 280- 
mile journey undertaken 
around the natural wonder 
by explorer John Wesley 
Powell in 1869. 

10.00 Charlie Brooker’s 2013 

Wipe. A satirical look back at 
the events of the past 12 
months, which included the 
horse-meat scandal, the 
death of Margaret Thatcher 
and the US government 
shutdown. (R) 

11.00 Darts: BDO World 

Championships. Action 
from the second day at the 
Lakeside Country Club in 
Frimley Green, featuring 
first-round matches in the 
men’s and ladies’ 
competitions. 

11.50 Darts Extra. The BDO World 
Championships. 

1.50 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

2.45 Holby City. (R) 3.45 This Is 
BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Pat & Stan. 6.10 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.15 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.25 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.50 Canimals. (R) 6.55 Canimals. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.15 Sooty. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.40 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.50 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 8.05 Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.30 Victorious. 9.00 Deadtime 
Stories. (R) 9.25 FA Cup Football 
Highlights. (R) 10.55 The 
Unforgettable Leonard Rossiter. 

(R) 11.25 ITV News; Weather. 

11.30 Live FA Cup Football. 
Nottingham Forest v West Ham 
United (Kick-off 1 2.00pm). 2.15 
The Cube. (R) 3.15 Splash! (R) 

4.45 The Celebrity Chase. With 
Sally Lindsay, Shaun Williamson, 
Barry McGuigan and Jenny Frost. 
(R) 5.45 Regional Programme ; 
Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. New series. 
Past contestants get their 
skates back on for the final 
series. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 

With Kimberley Walsh and 
Wayne Sleep. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. New series. A double 
elimination. 

9.00 All New It’ll Be Alright on 
the Night. TV bloopers, with 
Griff Rhys Jones. 

10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 Birds of a Feather. ITV’s 
revival of the hit BBC sitcom. 

(R) 

10.45 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

Action from today’s third- 
round matches. 

11.45 Premiership Rugby Union. 

Action from the 12th round 
of top-flight fixtures. 

12.40 The Store. 2.40 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. 4.05 Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.30 Film: Barnyard. (2006) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 1.00 How I 
Met Your Mother. (R) 1.30 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 2.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 3.30 Film: Edward 
Scissorhands. (1990) Tim Burton’s 
fantasy, starring Johnny Depp. 

5.35 Channel 4 News. 

6.05 Deal or No Deal. High- 

stakes game show, with Noel 
Edmonds. 

7.00 Shipping Wars. 

Documentary following 
delivery firms that cater for 
the eBay generation, picking 
up and dropping off a wide 
range of complicated, 
seemingly un-shippable 
loads. 

8.00 Speed with Guy Martin. For 

his second adrenaline-fuelled 
challenge, the racer tries to 
set the world record for 
riding a motorcycle on water, 
with the help of a Cambridge 
professor and marine 
engineers. 

9.00 Film: Bad Teacher. (2011) 
Premiere. A cynical, hard- 
drinking teacher hopes to 
seduce a wealthy substitute, 
making an enemy of a 
squeaky-clean colleague. 
Comedy, starring Cameron 
Diaz and Justin Timberlake. 

10.50 Rude Tube: Welcome to 

2014. Alex Zane welcomes in 
the New Year with 100 
internet clips. (R) 

12.55 Film: Waltz with Bashir. 
(2008) Drama, directed by Ari 
Folman. 2.30 Coming Up. (R) 3.00 
How Not to Get Old. (R) 3.55 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 4.50 
Deal or No Deal. (R) 5.45 Baking 
Mad with Eric Laniard. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble 
Guppies. (R) 6.40 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.05 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 
7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 7.45 
City of Friends. (R) 8.00 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.10 The Adventures 
of Bottle Top Bill and His Best 
Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.40 Rupert Bear. (R) 

8.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.30 LazyTown. (R) 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Super Samurai. (R) 10.35 
Slugterra. 11.00 Jungle Babies: 
Tarsier Tails. (R) 11.30 Celebrity 
Big Brother. (R) 12.30 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 1.30 Film: Grounded. 
(2006) 3.15 Film: Along Came 
Polly. (2004) 4.55 Film: Made of 
Honor. (2008) 

6.40 Film: Miss Congeniality 2: 
Armed and Fabulous. 

(2005) Comedy sequel, 
starring Sandra Bullock, 
Regina King and William 
Shatner. Edited for violence. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The 
ups and downs of life in the 
BB house as friendships and 
alliances are made, battle 
lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 
Moments 2013. Countdown 
of the biggest showbusiness 
stories and scandals of the 
year. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.05 True CSI. 
4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.20 Make It 
Big. (R) 4.50 Roary the Racing Car. 
(R) 5.00 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.05 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.20 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.25 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.40 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 The Gruffalo 7.30 The 
Gruffalo’s Child 7.55 Film: 101 
Dalmatians (1996) 9.30 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Film: 
Starship Troopers (1997) 

BBC Four 

7.00 Britain by Bike 7.30 The 
Return of Colmcille 8.30 Apples, 
Pears and Paint: How to Make a Still 
Life Painting 10.00 Nigel Slater’s 
Great British Biscuit 11.00 Film: 
Elena (2011) 

ITV2 

2.00 Film: The Mighty Ducks 
(1992) 4.10 Film: Scooby-Doo 2: 
Monsters Unleashed (2004) 6.05 
Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 8.00 
You’ve Been Framed! 9.00 The 
Magaluf Weekender 10.00 I Am 
Britney Jean: Britney Spears’ Road 
to Las Vegas 11.50 Film: Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall (2008) 

ITV3 

3.15 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 
Film: Changeling (2008) Fact- 
based drama, starring Angelina 
Jolie. 11.50 Cracker 
ITV4 

3.05 Film: Shalako (1968) 5.20 
Film: The Battle of Midway (1976) 
8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 
9.00 Film: Universal Soldier: 
Regeneration (2009) 11.00 Film: 
The Matrix Reloaded (2003) 

E4 

3.50 Rude(ish) Tube 4.45 Film: 
Grease (1 978) 7.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: Home Alone 2: 
Lost in New York (1 992) 10.20 The 
Inbetweeners 11.30 8 Out of 10 
Cats 

Film4 

2.55 The Rugrats Movie (1999) 

4.30 The Golden Compass (2007) 
6.40 Crocodile Dundee II (1988) 

8.50 12 Years a Slave Interview 
Special 9.00 The Mechanic (201 1 ) 

10.50 48 Hrs (1982) 


FREE TV Amplifiers for Pensioners 


As part of Amplifon’s National Campaign 
for Better Hearing we are now giving 
enquirers with hearing difficulties a FREE 
TV Amplifier to help with everyday sounds 
around the home - great for conversation, 
listening to TV, radio, even birds singing! 


Most people with hearing difficulties could 
benefit from this offer. The TV Amplifier 
will be given free to keep, with batteries 
included. There is no obligation to purchase 
and all genuine enquirers will be delighted 
with this free offer from Amplifon. 


t( I first realised / was losing my hearing 
when / was struggling to hear the TV. 

/ now wear hearing aids and 
no one complains about the 
volume on the TV anymore 


FREEPHONE 0800 028 4764 




Please tell me how I can claim my 

FREE TV Amplifier 



The Priory Dental Practice 


21 Portland Road, 

is accepting new 


Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 8NS. 

Independent and Private patients 


We offer all forms of dentistry including: 

General denistry 

Cosmetic denistry 

Tooth Whitening 

Invisalign clear braces 

Emergency appointments 

Free on-street parking 

Late evening and Saturday appointments 



BDA 


good practice 

member 


Denplan 


call 01922 452644 

www.thepriorydentalpractice.co.uk 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


Monday 

Hellboy II: The Golden Army, ITV, 11.20pm 

The demon superhero, aided by a team from the 
Bureau of Paranormal Research and Defence, leads 
the fight against renegade elf Prince Nuada who is 
intent on reawakening an unstoppable robot army. 
Action fantasy sequel directed by Guillermo del Toro, 
starring Ron Perlman and Selma Blair. (2008) 

Tuesday 

Insomnia, BBC1,11.15pm 

A detective is sent to Alaska to investigate a murder 
during a month when the sun does not set. Sleep 
deprivation starts to take its toll, and he accidentally 
shoots his partner dead. He tries to cover it up, but the 
criminal they were hunting has seen everything and 
blackmails the cop into helping him escape justice. 
Thriller directed by Christopher Nolan, starring Al 
Pacino, Robin Williams and Hilary Swank. (2002) 

Wednesday 
Mimic, BBC1,11.50pm 

A scientist is shocked to discover a species of 
cockroach-hunting bug she created years earlier to 
eradicate a disease has evolved into the perfect killing 
machine. Horror from director Guillermo del Toro, 
starring Mira Sorvino, Jeremy Northam, Charles S 
Dutton and Alexander Goodwin. (1997) 


Pick of the Week 



Thursday 

Stolen Innocence, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman is rushed to hospital after giving birth to a still¬ 
born girl, only to be accused by the police of murdering 
the child. Demanding to see the midwife who was 
treating her at home, she discovers the woman was an 
imposter and is certain her baby has been kidnapped. 
Thriller, starring Gina Philips and Ellie Harvie. (2007) 

Friday 

Saw, Channel 4,11.25pm 

Detectives hunt a killer who kidnaps his victims and 
forces them to play sadistic games with life-or-death 
consequences. Meanwhile, two strangers wake to find 
themselves chained to pipes in a filthy, derelict 
bathroom - and at the mercy of the madman. Horror, 
written by and starring Leigh Whannell, alongside Cary 
Elwes, Danny Glover and Dina Meyer. (2004) 

The Majestic, ITV, 3am 

A screenwriter in 1950s America becomes disillusioned 
with Hollywood when he falls victim to the communist 
witch-hunts of the era, and heads out for a drive - but a 
car crash leaves him suffering from amnesia and 
stranded in a small town, where he’s mistakenly 
identified as a Second World War hero. Frank 
Darabont’s drama, starring Jim Carrey. (2001) 


Fighting to become the 
champion of champions 


I f something’s going to end, it may 
as well go out with a bang, right? 
Clearly those in charge of Dancing 
on Ice, ITV, Sunday, 6.15pm think 
that, because this, the last-ever series 
of the celebrity talent show, will 
feature the good, the bad and the ugly 
from the previous eight runs. 

So appearing alongside genuinely 
talented skaters such as reigning 
champ Beth Tweddle, Ray Quinn, 

Kyran Bracken, Suzanne Shaw and 
Sam Attwater will be Joe Pasquale 
and Todd Carty. Neither of them were 
voted out first during their series, but 
they were memorable for perhaps the 
wrong reasons - Todd Carty in 
particular. 

Co-host Phillip Schofield has 
suggested that because everyone 
taking part already has some skating 
experience, we should see a higher 
standard this time. 

“Human ability means that in past 
years, some people will concentrate, 
work harder and get better by the time 
they get to the series. 

“Even if you didn’t want it to be that 
way, there will be someone who will 
be head and shoulders above the _ 


rest, and you think, does that mean 
we already have a winner? And that’s 
not always the case, obviously, but 
with something like this, everyone can 
already skate.” 

Hmmm... maybe he’s forgotten 
Carty’s spectacular time on the ice - 
or perhaps he knows something about 
the former EastEnder that we don’t... 

Schofield also can’t wait to see the 
professionals in action again too. 

“I’m often frustrated because you get 
to see a professional skater, maybe on 
a commercial break, or a show that 
they do that’s not Dancing on Ice, and 
you look at the unbelievable ability that 
they have,” he says. 

‘Then they come on our show, and 
for the first six weeks, they’re pushing 
somebody around the ice who can’t 
skate, and you never get to see really 
what they can do. So that might be 
something new this series, we get to 
know how good our professionals are 
a little bit more.” 

Although you might think that most 
of the nerves rest with the competitors, 
Schofield admits that there’s a lot of 
pressure on him and Christine 
Bleakley to get things right too. _ 


“It’s the sort of show you don’t want 
to muck up. I just don’t like making 
mistakes, I never have. 

“You want to get it right because as 
a presenter, you want to seamlessly 
get people from one place to another 
without your performance being the 
thing that distracted them - unless it’s 
something you wanted to distract 
them with.” 

Quinn has already been installed as 
the bookies’ favourite to lift the 
champion of champions trophy, but 
the aforementioned group of ex-series 
winners, as well as Bonnie Langford, 
Zaraah Abrahams, Jorgie Porter, 

David Seaman, Gareth Gates and 
Gary Lucy, might have something to 
say about that. 

And who will face the 
disappointment of leaving the show 
first - something they would probably 
all prefer to avoid? 

At least nobody will have long to 
wait to find out; the results show is 
broadcast later in the evening at 
8.30pm, when the lowest-scoring 
celebrities perform crowd-pleasing 
routines from their original series in a 
battle for survival. _ 



Phillip Schofield and Christine Bleakley host Dancing on Ice, ITV, 6.15pm 


Best of the Rest 


Monday 

The Bletchley Circle 
ITV, 9pm 

Anna Maxwell Martin, Rachael Stirling, Sophie 
Rundle and Julie Graham make a welcome return 
as the code-breakers-turned-detectives, whose 
rather homespun yet brain-busting approach to 
catching criminals makes a welcome change to the 
cerebral cops and forensic experts we’re used to 
seeing. Here, their Bletchley Park links come to the 
fore again when they help former colleague Alice 
Merren, who’s been accused of murdering her 
former lover, John Richards, after being found 
standing over his corpse with a smoking gun in her 
hand. The outcome looks pretty bleak for Alice, 
until her friends learn that Richards had another 
woman in his life. 

Tuesday 
The Taste 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Okay so television isn’t crying out for another 
cooking competition - we’re hardly in short supply, 
after all. However, given the names attached to this 
latest effort, it might be worth a shot. Multi award¬ 
winning food writer Nigella Lawson is back on telly 
for the right reasons, and she is joined by critically 
acclaimed chef Ludo Lefebvre and food maverick 
Anthony Bourdain in her search to find the best 
chef who can impress with a single spoonful of 
food. First thing’s first, and the mentors sample the 
cooking of 25 hopefuls, who range from amateurs 
to professionals from some of Britain’s best 
restaurants - and with that one spoonful of food, 
they’re fighting for a place on the show. 


Wednesday 
Waterloo Road 
BBC1,8.30pm 

The locals had better watch out as there’s a new 
girl on site, and while she leaves some pupils 
wide-eyed, she also creates a few problems for the 
long suffering staff. Gabriella Wark (Naomi Battrick, 
a veteran of Doctors and recent movie Blood) may 
be smart, sassy and stunning, but her disruptive 
behaviour has already led to her being expelled 
from several schools. And now she has her sights 
firmly set on attractive new PE teacher Hector 
(Leon Ockenden), she’s clearly not about to 
become a shy and retiring student just yet. 
Meanwhile, newlywed Simon (Richard Mylan) 
kicks off his new Resilience Education 
scheme, and incurs the wrath of Christine 
(Laurie Brett). 

Thursday 
Birds of a Feather 
ITV, 8.30pm 

Cheerful Cockney molls Sharon (Pauline 
Quirke) and Tracey (Linda Robson) are * 
back to wring more laughs from 
Laurence Marks and Maurice Gran’s 
winning formula, this time with the aid 
of fellow writers Gary Lawson and 
John Phelps. Sharon now works for 
Dorien (Lesley Joseph) full-time, 
while Tracey, as sole breadwinner, 
is left to pay all the household 
bills. Dorien offers to dip into / 
her savings for some rent, but / 
gets a rude awakening when 


she contacts the bank and discovers all her 
finances are being used for legal fees. A desperate 
Sharon and Tracey take Dorien to a car boot sale 
to raise some much-needed funds, but how much 
will they get for her beloved designer collection? 

Benidorm 
ITV, 9pm 

Fresh from his guest appearance in The Spa’s 
festive special, ex-Brookside star Philip Olivier 
pops up here as Jason Gallagher, who turns up at 
The Solano in the hope of landing a job. Seeing as 
he’s easy on the eye, Joyce offers him a job 
- which leaves Mateo fuming. Can there 
really be room for two handsome 
hunks behind the bar? Mateo might 
^ be pleased about receiving a 
i helping hand when Tiger and 
Michael’s get-rich-quick scheme 
leads to mayhem at the venue, 
while Clive’s mind is preoccupied 
with his daughter Bianca, who’s 
been seen wandering through 
Alicante airport in tears. 



A Friday 
Bj Piers Morgan’s Life 
■ Stories: Mary Berry 

■ ITV, 9pm 

■ Mary Berry can certainly 
W hold her own in the 

T Great British Bake Off 
kitchen, but we’re about to 
see how she 
fares under 


harsh studio spotlights and on the receiving end of 
a good Piers Morgan grilling. The 78-year-old food 
writer and TV presenter is the latest familiar face to 
sit in the hot seat and take a detailed look back 
through her life and career. As she opens up to 
Piers, Mary will be discussing her family life (and 
talks discipline methods used when her children 
were growing up), her role in the much-adored 
Bake Off series, and cooking cow udder pie for her 
first TV appearance more than 40 years ago. 

Italy Unpacked 
BBC2, 9pm 

Christmas, and all the guilty indulgences that come 
with it, is over for another year, and our thoughts 
are finally turning to our summer holiday, so 
Andrew Graham-Dixon and chef Giorgio Locatelli 
are embarking on another jaunt around beautiful 
Italy. They’re beginning in Liguria, where the rocky 
mountains and rugged coastline once inspired 
English poets of the Romantic era. The pair also 
visit Genoa before heading on to Cinque Terre 
(meaning ‘five lands’) where they hop on a boat to 
explore the scattered villages. Next up, it’s on to 
Tuscany, before they conclude this leg of the trip 
with a look around Pistoia, Pisa and Livorno. 

The Graham Norton Show 
BBC1,10.35pm 

Graham is joined by a quartet of movie stars 
tonight, headed up by Hollywood heavyweights 
Robert De Niro and Sylvester Stallone, who talk 
about their new boxing film Grudge Match. Comic 
actor Jonah Hill shares his experiences of working 
with Martin Scorsese on The Wolf of Wall Street. 



HALF PRICE 


g - Monty - JD Bug - Zinc - DBR - Toxic ■ Ferrari - Concept 
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x - Giant - Whistle - Snob - Lambretta - Kawasaki 


ON DISPLAY IN EVERY STORE 
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Watling Street Business Park, Cannock. Tel: (01543) 36 16 56 CUST0M 

Also at: The Cycle Factory, Forge Lane, Cradley Heath (near Merryhill) opp. Rail and Bus Station Tel: (01384) 63 65 35 PARK,N 


Follow us on 

Facebook 

Facebook.com/cyclekinguk 
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Puzzler 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



1 

N 

2 

o 

3 

H 

4 

F 

5 

G 

6 

D 

7 

8 

K 

9 

c 

10 

V 

ii 

M 

12 

L 

13 

s 

14 

w 

15 

B 

16 

A 

17 

Q 

18 

E 

19 

X 

20 

z 

21 

J 

22 

T 

23 

Y 

24 

P 

25 

R 

26 

u 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Skilled craftsmen? 

( 11 ) 

9. Game, and how to 
score in it (7) 

10. People act foolishly 
in it (5) 

11. Stone used to make 
an attack (5) 

12. Birds I hide in a 
ship (7) 

13. Attacked and 
bombed perhaps 
( 6 ) 

15. A colourless indi¬ 
vidual (6) 

18. Take pains to pro¬ 
duce inconvenience 
(7) 

20. Vessel carrying fuel 
from Loire (5) 

22. All right, a sancti¬ 
monious creature 
(5) 

23. Terminated the 
sitting, presumably 
(5,2) 

24. Discerning writer 
and french sailor 
( 11 ) 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Inconsiderate (11) 

2. Sharpened (5) 

9. Dark cell (7) 

3. Unavailing (7) 

10. Combine (5) 

4. Upright (6) 

11. Deposit (5) 

5. Confine (5) 

12. Paid up (7) 

6. Ambles (7) 

13. Strain (6) 

7. Immaturity (11) 

15. Motive (6) 

8. Starring part (7,4) 

18. Envelop (7) 

14. Disturbance (7) 

20. Come in (5) 

16. Put to death (7) 

22. Felony (5) 

17. Issue(6) 

23. Odd (7) 

19. Corpulent (5) 

24. Stocks and shares (11) 

21. Reliance (5) 


Sudoku 
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9 

7 



4 




2 


6 


9 


5 

8 


5 


1 





6 

7 



3 





9 


1 



6 



4 


6 



4 


5 




1 





3 


9 


5 



9 


4 


2 

1 



4 



6 

5 



Fill in the grid last week’s 

below so that solut ons > 

every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

8 

7 

5 

3 

9 

1 

6 

2 

4 

2 

3 

9 

6 

5 

4 

7 

8 

1 

6 

4 

1 

2 

7 

8 

9 

5 

3 

1 

9 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
Across: 1 Penelope; 5 Spar; 9 Tsar; 10 Distinct; 

11 Cache; 12 Illicit; 13 Dentist’s chair; 18 Sea- 
fever; 19 Toss; 20 Animate; 21 Chair; 22 Nigh; 
23 Skittles. Down: 2 Enslave; 3 Earshot; 4 Pain 
in the neck; 6 Panacea; 7 Rotator; 8 Italic; 13 
Disdain; 14 Nearing; 15 Ice-man; 16 Hatchet; 17 
Inspire. QUICK - Across: 1 Contempt; 5 Serf; 9 
Alas; 10 Contract; 11 Equal; 12 Imitate; 13 De¬ 
fectiveness; 18 Ceremony; 19 Eddy; 20 Initial; 21 
Offer; 22 Ever; 23 Eyeglass. Down: 2 Oblique; 

3 Testate; 4 Provisionally; 6 Emanate; 7 Fitness; 
8 Strife; 13 Decline; 14 Furtive; 15 Commit; 16 
Needful; 17 Sadness. 


Down 

2. Dislikes haste, 
perhaps (5) 

3. Money from pirates 
(7) 

4. Enjoy a flavour (6) 

5. Presents one’s 
natural talents (5) 

6. Ends of routes vary 
in merit (7) 

7. News being made? 
( 11 ) 

8. It records world¬ 
shaking events (11) 

14. Rich fabric with an 
outstanding design 
(7) 

16. The prospect for a 
guardsman (4-3) 

17. Woolworker is 
something of a 
problem (6) 

19. She’s a new mem¬ 
ber of a union (5) 

21 . Like a ship taking a 
number to port (5) 



The best cleaners you have ever 
tried, or your money back! 



Put them to the test Australia's number 

See website for details 

www.ozkleen.co.uk 


one cleaners 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Bison 4 

Loft Ladders 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 


• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 

be provided, adding a very 

useful additional room to 


your home. 


03 0 E3 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 


Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 


Freephone 0800 389 1281 



NOW OPEN IN 
BLOXWICH 


Net curtains 

Quality at 
affordable prices 


84a Park Road , Bloxwich WS3 3S W 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND -£155 


DEPARTING FRIDAY 7TH FEB 

Loch Tummel Hotel stb ** 

Perthshire 


WINTER WARMER 

An early season 5 day 
coach break offering 
exceptional value 
for money staying 
at our Loch Tummel 
Hotel. There will be an 
excursion everyday 
including Crieff, 
Pitlochry, Edinburgh 
& entrance to Blair 
Castle. 

fcf* LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 


wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 


TOUR INCLUDES: 


• 4 Nights Half Board 

• Entertainment 

• Excursions 


PICKUP FROM: 


Birmingham, 
Smethwick, 
West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 


Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


LOOKING FOR HOLIDAY 
ACCO 1MODATION 


GREAT RESORTS at BARGAIN PRICES! 
Benidorm • Pineda • Lloret • Calella 
Malsraf • Santa Susanna • Salou 


3 & 4a Hotels 
& Apartments 
Available from 
January to November 


FREE & Discounted 
Child Places 


r °e 1 fR ° eii 


SELF CATERING APARTMENTS 
SLEEPS UPTO FROM 
FOUR PERSONS Cl 3 

PER APARTMENT PER NIGHT 


follow us ON qej YO UR FREE BROCHURE TODAY 

t^^TEI: 01443 844222 

www.ferriscoachholidays.co.uk 




Get ready for 
Valentine’s Day, 

Promote your business via 
leaflet distribution for only 


plus vat 
T&C’s 
_ apply 


STAR mna media^ JOURNAL 


Express' 

// ■ Disfrihiitinn 


lidlands B70 OQBj 


We make sure they get into the RIGHT hands! 































































































































The Power of Drear 


car 

every 


years 


HONDA 


The Honda range, 

available from Nil Advance Payment 

i i 


CR-V from £999 Advance Payment. 




Civic from Nil Advance Payment. 


Motability 

offers you the 
abi to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


A new 


Jazz from Nil Advance Payment. 


BRINDLEY HONDA 

Cannock, Halesowen, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 
Call 08430 223040 or visit www.brindleyhonda.co.uk 
Fuel consumption figures forthe Honda range in mpg (l/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2-70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4-85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), Combined 32.5 - 78.5 
(8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison 
purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. 

Models Shown: Jazz 1.2 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic, Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual in Milano Red Non-Metallic and CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD in optional Passion Red Pearl. Terms 
and Conditions: Nil Advanced Payment offer on Jazz 1.2 i-VTEC S Manual and Civic 1.4 i-VTEC S Manual, £999 Advanced Payment offer on CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD. All offers are correct at the 
time of going to print however Honda (UK) reserves the right to change this offer at any time. Models subject to availability. Written details available on request. The facilities offered are for the hire of 
goods. The scheme is available to recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or War Pensioners Mobility Supplement. To qualify for this offer you must be in 
receipt of a minimum of 12 months allowance. Valid for applications between 1 January 2014 to 31 March 2014 to Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate 
House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at 470 London Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 8QY. (Registered Company 
No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at 470 London Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 8QY 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 

Motability 

™ The leading car scheme for disabled people 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 
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Compiled by Motoring 
Editor Sharon Walters 


Shot in arm for electric 
vehicles from BMW B 


THE i3 is a big deal, not just for 
BMW but also for the electric 
car industry. 

Boasting an innovative approach to 
design, construction and its underlying 
technology, this could be the car to give 
the electric car market the shot in the 
arm it needs to make the move from 
niche to mainstream status. 

To date, early adopters have helped 
drive interest in electric transport. BMW 
is clearly keen to tap into this buyer 
demographic; witness the i3’s futuristic 
looks and the car-maker’s efforts at com¬ 
munity building with a comprehensive 
smartphone app that can remotely 
monitor your pride and joy. 

The bottom line is a carbon composite 
shell wrapped in funky-looking panels 
and room for four inside the radically 
styled, by current standards, cabin. 
Wood trim blends well with the car’s 
exposed composite shell and the liberal 
use of natural fibres for door panels and 
the top of the fascia. 

Thankfully 

Still, this window dressing would all 
be for nought if the i3 failed to deliver the 
goods in the real world. Thankfully it’s 
not, as the electric BMW offers possibly 
the most rounded driving and ownership 
experience to date. Granted, progress is 
rapid in the electric car sector, but the i3 
behaves more, well, car-like than most. 

Interestingly, BMW has retained its 
trademark rear-wheel drive layout for 
the i3. At a whisker under four metres, 
it’s a genuine compact car, and this is 
reflected in its agility around town and 
its Black Cab-rivalling turning circle. 
The i3’s narrow section tyres also play a 
part, plus they contribute towards the 
car’s slippery aerodynamic properties. 
With BMW’s clean-sheet approach to 
design comes the ability to place the bat- 


BMW’s i3 has an innovatve approach to design, construction and technology 


teries, a 230kg slab of lithium-ion power, 
under the car’s flat floor. This ensures 
maximum occupant space in the cabin, a 
decent size boot and a positive effect on 
the car’s handling. The 170 horsepower 
electric motor also plays a significant 
part in the i3’s overall performance. 

And you can’t talk about batteries 
without covering the practicalities of 
range. BMW previously conducted 
detailed research with volunteers and 
fleets of electric 1 Series and Mini models 
to observe driver behaviour. 

As you’d expect, although the mainly 
urban journeys were frequent, they were 
short. With that in mind, a real world 
range of around 100 miles isn’t so bad. 

Although different eco-centric driving 
modes can be selected to maximise 
driving range, the i3’s in-built brake 
regeneration properties can return a 
meaningful amount of charge to the 
battery over the course of a journey. 

You need to lay off the brake pedal 
though, as simply easing off the throttle 


at urban speeds is enough to bring the i3 
to a steady yet prompt halt. While that’s 
happening, the i3’s battery is getting a 
small but useful top up. Conversely, lean 
hard on the throttle and you can experi¬ 
ence a 1 Series diesel level of brisk accel¬ 
eration. 

The ability to drive almost exclu¬ 
sively using just one pedal aside, the i3 
delivers a surprisingly conventional 
driving experience. Largely familiar 
controls, a lofty driving position, good 
visibility and a high level of refinement 
go a long way to justifying the car’s 
premium price tag and ensuring its 
place within the BMW family. 

Of course, the financial aspect of the 
car should be equally appealing. The 
absence of road tax and fuel liabilities 
rank high alongside the ability to 
charge the car for very little - overnight 
via a domestic electricity supply, and a 
matter of hours when connected to a 
high output wall box or public recharg¬ 
ing point. 


..jyoull tc ;cttn; 
me of tht finest at 
r*r\ on th# rcMid 


mb 
'•UK* N.ff 
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WHATCAR? 


new Generation ilO 

If it had ears, 
they would be burning 

High praise indeed from the big names in the motoring press. 

And they’re not the only ones being complimentary about the 
new Generation ilO. Available from 30th January 2014, it won’t 
be long before you can have your sag. 

To find out more about the city car everyone’s talking about, 
visit www.brindleghgundai.co.uk 


I nEW THiriKinG. 
HYunoni I nEW possibilities. 


Brindley Hyundai - West Bromwich 01215259131 

Millenium Park, llew Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 OnR www.brindleyhyundai-westbromwich.co.uk 

Fuel consumption in MPG (l/100km) for new Generation ilO range: Urban 35.3 (8.0) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 55.4 (5.1) - 76.3 
(3.7), Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 65.7 (4.3), C02 Emissions 142- 98 g/km. Fuel consumption figures shown are based on official EU 
sijL test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

Srasii CUP 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty terms and exclusions apply. Visit www.hyundai.co.uk/owning or ask your local dealer. 
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AUTOSALES 

THE UK'S LONGEST ESTABLISHED SKODA DEALER 


SKODA 


Brand new Fabia Reaction 
1.212V 69 PS 


Extra specification on 
Fabia Reaction includes: 

> Black rear spoiler > Floor mats > Black roof > Black radiator grille surrounds 

> Black door mirrors > Dark-tinted headlights and front foglights 
>16-inch'Comet'black alloy wheels > Sunset glass 

>SE dashboard > Manual air-conditioning 

> Small leather pack with three-spoke leather steering wheel 


Fabia Reaction 
was £13,405 

SAVE OVER 




DRIVE 

AWAY 

PRICE 




□ Autosales 

Attwood Road, Burntwood WS7 3GJ 

, FREEPHONE 

08433160483 

01543450000 

□ www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/IOOkm) for the SKODA Fabia Reaction 1.212v 69PS: Urban 38.7 (7.3), Extra Urban 62.8 (4,5), Combined 51.4 (5.5). C02 
emissions for the SKODA Fabia Reaction 1.212v 69PS: 128g/km. Standard EU Testfi guresfor comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results 
Offer only applicable to SKODA Fabia Reaction 1.212v 69PS in Meteor Grey. Fabia Reaction 1.212V 69PS was available at £13,405, Prices and specifications are 
accurate at time of print. Discount only applies to RRP of vehicle, Optional specification cannot be added on this offer. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at anytime, 
Subject to availability. tUp to 3 years or 30,000 miles free servicing (whichever comes sooner). Terms and Conditions apply, Available on new retail orders subject to 
availability. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


follow us on 

hwikber 

©autosalesgroup 

find us on 

facebook 
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Greenhous DAF going 
green with solar panels 


GREENHOUS has further 
enhanced its green creden¬ 
tials with the recent installa¬ 
tion of solar panels at the DAF 
Willenhall site. 

The Shropshire and West Midlands 
based Motor Group has reinforcedit- 
seco-friendly reputation once again 
with this latest development. 

The solar panels were supplied by 
Loryan Renewable Engineering, based 
in Stafford, and more than 170, 285w 
Neon LG solar modules were installed 
at the Greenhous Willenhall depot. 
The system will generate a huge 44,000 
kwhr per year and will power a large 
proportion of the sites energy usage. 

Wayne Fletcher, service director at 
Greenhous DAF Willenhall, said: “As a 
large company, we are very aware of 
our carbon footprint and the use of our 
energy resources. We have been doing 
everything we can in recent years to 
reduce our impact on the environment. 

Energy 

“Prior to the solar panels, we went 
through the process of looking at our 
energy usage in order to work out how 
best to reduce it. 

“Subsequently, we changed the 
lighting system throughout the whole 
site including parts, workshop and 
offices by fitting low energy light units 
that rely on sensors. 

“Having done this, we felt the next 
step for us in continuing our eco-devel- 
opment was to introduce solar panels. 
Having such a big premises with a 
large energy consumption, it made 
sense for us to consider generating our 
own energy, not just to remain eco- 
friendly but also to save money.” 

Suppliers of the panels were Loryan 
Renewable Engineering, a company 
founded by experienced engineers that 
delivers bespoke renewable engineer- 



Lee Naylor, of Loryan, and DAF service director Wayne Fletcher 


ing solutions for the agricultural, com¬ 
mercial, industrial and domestic 
sectors. 

The company prides itself on being 
one of the few specialist renewable 
engineering installers in the UK 
market with the ability to cater for all 
green energy needs. They offer tai¬ 
lored, bespoke engineered solutions 
that range from preliminary consul¬ 
tancy to installation and future 
service. 

Lee Naylor, managing director of 
Loryan, said: “It is great that Green¬ 
hous are so keen to make changes to 
the way they operate in order to reduce 
their impact on the environment. We 
have a strong company ethos that 


reflects this and it has been a pleasure 
providing a successful solar installa¬ 
tion for another likeminded company.” 

Wayne concluded: “We are really 
pleased with how the solar panels have 
turned out. The installation has made 
a real impact on our energy usage as 
well as the amount of money we are 
spending. In the first three months 
that the system has been operating, we 
have saved the equivalent C02 as trav¬ 
elling over 21,000 kilometres in a car or 
planting 83 trees. 

“It is great to know that we are doing 
our bit to help the environment and we 
will always continue looking for ways 
to improve our carbon footprint 
throughout the company.” 


Quarter Pounder? 

Enjoy up to 25% off 
Servicing & Repairs 



Not only is MasterFit Service Club free to join, it also offers Vauxhall drivers 
half price MOTs and up to 25% off servicing & repairs. Plus you’ll also receive 
a £25 MasterFit Rewards Voucher. And don’t forget your car is in the hands of 
the very people who built it. Now that’s something you can’t put a price on. 


Join US for FREE at www.vauxhalldriverscentre.co.uk 


MasterFit Service Club* 

^ 50% off MOTs 
✓ Up to 25% off 
Servicing & Repairs 
2 Vauxhall Trained 
Technicians 
2 Genuine Vauxhall Parts 


£25 


MasterFit 

www.masterfit.co.uk 


Brindley Cannock 


08430 221114 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


Main A5 
Cannock 
Staffordshire 
WS111SH 



VAUXHALL 


*Service Club servicing & repairs discounts; 15% for vehicles 2-3 years, 25% forvehicles3years plus. Offers apply to MasterFit service and repair work on your registered Vauxhall at participating Retailers only. Service Club is only available to customers of UK registered Vauxhall vehicles. Discount does not apply to tyres and oil. Half-price MOT test (UK 
mainland only-excluding Northern Ireland). Free pre-MOT test inspection for customers in Northern Ireland only. Members are entitled to discount on any MasterFit labour and only genuine Vauxhall parts. Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. tVoucher available until 31/03/2014. Vauxhall reserve the right to amend or remove the offer at their 
discretion. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Index 


1 Family 




Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


i 

s 

a 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


8 Motoring 




Local Information 


10 Personals 


Freeflds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressamJstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Telephone line opening times 
over the festive period. 


Monday, December 23 

8.30am - 6pm 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24 

8.30am - 2pm 

Christmas Day, Wednesday 25 

Closed 

Boxing Day, Thursday 26 

Closed 

Friday, December 27 

8.30am - 6pm 

Saturday, December 28 

Closed 

Monday, December 30 

8.30am - 6pm 

New Years Eve, Tuesday 31 

8.30am - 2pm 

New Years Day, Wednesday 1 

Closed 

Thursday, January 2 

8.30am - 6pm 

Friday, January 3 

8.30am - 6pm 

Saturday, January 4 

Closed 


Please note that our deadlines will be subject to 
change considerably over the Christmas period. 
Please call 01902 317 878 for any further information. 


funeral directors 


Jennings & 

Funeral Directors 


Funeral Directors 

www.jenningsfunerals.co.uk 


We are proud to have been serving the local 
community of Wolverhampton since 1848 

Providing a choice of funerals and memorials to suit 
all budgets. Our friendly arrangers can also offer help 
and advice with pre-paid funeral planning. 

For your nearest branch or to 
arrange a home visit please call p eter Harrison 
01922 712153 Funeral Director 


local 


Here for you, whenever you need us, 24 hours a day. 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Dignity' 


0 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


lost & found 


MISSING—Black and White Cat, 
from Rycecroft area since 
November 17. If found please 
contact on 01922 446040. 


Family 


MATHS, ENGLISH 11+ TUITION 

For free assesment call Kip 
McGrath on 01543 253311 
1-2-1 MATHS & sciences tuition by 
qualified local teachers. Primary to 
A-Level. From £10. Call: 01902 
311950/07976 462204. 



STAIRLIFTS 

Reconditioned from £495 
New from £1,295 


01384 256474 


ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR, rise and 
recline, excellent condition, £150. 
Telephone 07506 660317. 

SINGLE ELECTRIC bed. 

£150. 

07506 660317. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




Leisure 

Time 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* Best Every Saturday Bootsale* 

10am - 1pm 

* Open 28th & 30th December * 

+ A454 Rudge heath, between W’ton & . 

* Bridgnorth WV6 7EE * 

* www.bestbootsale.com * 

* 07890 267041 * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

*Best Wednesday Bootsale* 

* 10am - 1pm till Christmas ★ 

* Pouk Lane, Muckley Corner between ★ 

* Walsall & Lichfield, WS14 0ET * 

* www.bestbootsale.com * 

* 07890 267041 ★ 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


JOSEPH LECKIE 

INDOOR BOOT SALE 

Now open every Sunday: 10.30-1 pm, 
Sellers: 9.30am. 

Walstead Road West, Walsall. 
200yds Walsall FC 
80 pitches, ‘Just turn up’. 
07939 646263 - 01922 613241 


CARAVANS & CHALETS 

For Sale at Clarachbay.com 
with sea views from £6,995 
Includes 2014 fees. Call Phil on 
01970 820579. 

LUXURY TWIN UNIT LODGES 

For Sale on the coast of West 
Wales on stunning new 
development with sea views. For 
info call Sean 07817 067191 

STORAGE AVAILABLE 

CASSOA silver award, for 
caravans, boats etc. 07977 325096 


All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 


JflCKSOH-HAIELEYCYGlES 

SALESALESALE 

UP TO 50% ALL CYCLES 
ACROSS THE RANGE 

SOME CYCLES TO CLEAR AT 
CASH & CARRY PRICES 

ALL CHILDREN’S CYCLES REDUCED 
YOU BEAT OUR PRICE, WE BEAT YOURS 

Book your cycle 
for Christmas now at Sale Price 

All guarranteed with a 24 hour repair service 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


ELECTRONIC ORGAN free stand- 
Matador 80, full working order, 
ono. 01922 634160. 


ing, IV 
£70 o 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


2014 ON SALE NOW! 

At 2013 PRICES! 

Changes free of charge! 
Cancellation with tins 

total refund! UP to48 " 

No RISK and total freedom! 

Book with 
security! 
Book with 
confidence! 
Book with 
Splash! 

BTS>COf 11 

“The smart way to arrive” 



barmouth 


ROWEN HOLIDAY PARK Bar¬ 
mouth Top quality lodges/caravans 
for hire/sale, luxury Cottage. 01341 
242626 www.rowenpark.com 


caravan holidays 


BOYCE HOLIDAY PARK and Cot¬ 
tages. Quiet park situated nr Brom¬ 
yard. Static holiday homes sales, 
casual/seasonal touring and self¬ 
catering. Call for a colour brochure: 
01886 884 248. 

DOLPHIN CARAVAN PARK. Brean 
Somerset. Call 01278 751258 
www.dolphincaravanpark.co.uk 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 


hair & beauty 


JADES BEAUTY 


Farmbridge Road, Walsall WS2 OAG 

07852 476226 


LOCAL MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

men, women, children and OAP’s 
welcome. Michael: 07842 399159. 
UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Singles/Twist/Canerow/Weave & 
extensions. Call: 07973 520327. 


hypnotherapy 


WEIGHT LOSS lose up to a stone in 
two weeks. Money back 
guarantee. 07939 905388. 
philipayres.co.uk 



toy & train fair 


TOY AND TRAIN 
COLLECTOR’S FAIR 


OAK PARK LEISURE CENTRE 

Lichfield Road, Walsall Wood (A461) 

Sunday 5th January 2014 

10.30 am - 3.00 pm 
OVER 65 TABLES 
Toys, Cars and Trains, etc. 
Old and New 

Adults £1.50 Seniors £1.! 
Children 60p 


TRANSTAR PROMOTIONS 

(01922) 643385 



photographers 


DAVID EMERY WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHY Leather album 
100 photos and DVD from £350. 
Call 01543 275969/07594 489278 


prom dresses 


Lifestyles Bridal 


WEDDING DRESS SALE 
DRESSES FROM £50 




Saturday 1st February 
251 Bilston Rd, W’ton, WV2 2JN. 01902457306 
www.lifestylesmidlands.net 


Home & 
Services 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


Super Sunday 
Indoor & Outdoor 
Boot Sale 

EVERY SUNDAY 

Littleton Green Community School 

Sellers: 9.30am Buyers: I Oam 
£5 a pitch 

A34 Hungtington, Cannock WSI2 4DU 
07890 267041 


markets 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! , 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3^ 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOTl 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN ' 



ANTIQUES WANTED 

All Furniture, Clocks, China, Medals, 
Coins, Paintings, Gold & Silver Jewellery 
HOUSE CLEARANCE SERVICE 
CHASE ANTIQUES 
(Over 35 years Trading) 

01543 572367 07831 818024 


household appliances 



EAST & WEST 

a| 5 

Sales, Wholesale and Retail 
Washing Machines from £89 
Cookers from £89 
Tumble Dryers from £69 
Fridge Freezers from £89 
Double Beds from £69 
Single Beds from £49 

46a Bradford St, Walsall WS1 3 
07966 673960. Free Del. Open Sun. 
www.eastandwestaia.com 



: RIDGE FREEZER in excellent 
condition £90. Can deliver. 07765 
106519. 

FRIDGE-FREEZER-F/FREEZERS 

Professionally reconditioned. 
6 months full guarantee with each 
unit. Real Bargains. Can deliver. 
Call John Lavan 01902 850700. 


WINTER SALE 

UPTO 70% OFF 

STARTS BOXING DAY 10AM 


BFC FURNITURE 

BURNT TREE, DUDLEY 

New Factory Outlet 


Worcester extra value divan single 
was £99 NOW £49.50. Doubles £89.50. 

Cleo Sofa Bed clic dac in fabric or faux leather 
was £398 NOW £119 

Melissa Cabin Bed, with base cupboards and 
drawers, blue or pink, quality mattress, 
was £390 NOW £195. 

complete divans from £49, ortho matts from £69, 
memory foam matts £89, metal fashion beds 
frames £39, ottoman and leather sleigh beds, over 
1000 mattresses, wing chairs £119, rediner chairs 
£199, massage and power recliners from £299, 
complete suites from £299. 

Save 50% on all leather corner units-normally 
£499 half price £249. 

3 seater wexford fabric sofas-normally £399 
clearance £149. Chairs £49. Recliners leather 
£199. Beds from £49. Mattresses from just £29. 


OPEN 7DAYS. SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, 
Dudley DY4 8XPA461 

over road from new Tesco, 100 mtrs past Toby. 

0121 557 6885“# 


COTTAGE SUITE, 2 seater settee, 2 
armchairs, pink, high backed, well 
upholstered, very little use, £300. 
Brewood 01902 850790. 


MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS 

Double, brand new, never used. 10” 
thick, air flow system, still in pack¬ 
aging. RRP £599. Bargain at £130. 
07450 887796. Can deliver. 

REST ASSURED single cream 
divan bed, drawers, 1,000 pocket 
spring, as new. Cost £440, space 
needed sell £159ono. Eccleshall 
07792 720550. 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 
SLABS 450mm x 450mm Riven 
faced, only £1.60inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


ALL BRIC A BRAC WANTED and 

coins, medals, tokens, postcards, 
records and house clearances. Est 
1969 The Curio Shop, 61 George 
Street, Walsall, WS1 IRS Call 
07841 596254 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, upto £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


CANNOCK EXCHANGE 

We buy & sell quality used goods: 

Car audio, Air Rifles, TVs & Laptops, Bikes, 
Gold, Guitars & Amps, Group/Disco Gear 
etc. Try us! No Furniture. 

186 Stafford Rd, Cannock, WS11 4AH 
Open Tues to Sat 10am-6pm 
01543 570990 Closed Sun & Mon 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CHEAP BRICKS £12 per 100 inc 
VAT, also red hand made brick, 
£28.90 per 100 inc VAT. Prices to 
clear. Ranton Building Supplies 
Limited, Cannock 01543 276006. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops from 
£160 & PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 



IAERIAL& TV SPECIALISTS 

Free call out & estimates on any 
TV Plasma, LCD, Projection repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


TV, DVD OR BLUE RAY BROKEN 
DOWN plasma and LCD not 
working call Sertronics on 01922 
624412 



bathrooms 


► Plastering 

► Tiling 

► Plumbing 

Gal Lit M 

07752213035 



V 

blinds 

\ 


ABSTRACT BLINDS. Quality 
blinds. Professional service. Free 
quotes. Sale on 30% off. 01902 
656688. www.abstractblinds.co.uk. 
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Amanda for Blinds & Curtains 


Vertical Blind Deals 

From 7 for £179 

MEASURED & FITTED!!! 

GREAT FABRICS IN CREAM OR WHITE. 

GREAT OFFERS ON.... WOOD VENETIANS, 
VENETIANS, ROLLER & ROMAN 
\ Wolverhampton: 421511 Stafford: 244567 Telford: 455136j 
Buy online @ www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


building services 


I ‘ARRY’S 


GROUND FORCE 

Quality Paving, Tarmac, Cotswold Stoning,Car Parks, Forecourts, 
Ornamental Walls, Complete Front and Back Garden Landscaping 
Gravelling, Trees Lopped 

All Work Carries 10 Year Guarantee 

www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 

A FAIRWAY HOMES building and 
home improvement services. 
www.fairway-homes.co.uk. Call 
01922 444865 or 07941 112729. 

All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


building supplies 


Cunningham 

Reclamation 

Buyers & sellers of reclaimed 
and new building materials 

01543 275299 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


accountants 



AAl 


, DIGITAL 
\ I AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 


1 aerial into 4 rooms 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 years guarantee, OAP 
discounts. Call 07960 173589 / 
0800 633 5899 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


carpentry & 
joinery 


Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 
Specialist 
Doors and Flooring 
Windows and Staircases 
Domestic and Commercial 
Refurbishments 
www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 
0121 531 0264 / 
07903 234 137 


KARNDEAN & AMTICO floors sup¬ 
plied & fitted. Laminate/Wood floors 
also. Fully insured, 07768 814501 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 

§ uotes call Mark 01543 
20598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV cameras, 
supplied and fitted, domestic and 
commercial, same day service, free 
call out. Call Robbi on 07960 
173589/0800 633 5899 


domestic 

cleaning 


EXPERIENCED DOMESTIC 
CLEANER and house keeper. 
Ironing and washing service avail¬ 
able, CRB checked 07722 768305 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £349 fitted. 
Windows & Fascia’s, 01922 
442720. 


driveways & 
V_ patios 


THE STAFFORDSHIRE PAVING 



electrical 

\ 

V 

services 



ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434 
MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home re¬ 
wiring from £800. NICEIC.High 
quality local service call freephone 
0800 0263455/07939- 


tic and’ commercial work under¬ 
taken. Free quote: 07724 424441. 

SEVEN DAY HOME ELECTRICS 

£30 call out includes first hours 
labour. Call 07583 320318. 


electricians 


A-Z ELECTRICAL 
&HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS LTD 


All aspects of 
electrical services 
including showers, 
smoke and burglar alarms 


external 

rendering 


A FULL 15 YEAR GUARANTEE on 

all rendering work. Call for a free 
quote: Call 01902 366221. 


gardening 

services 


160/01922 441799 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


gates 


CARPENTRY 

Gates made and fitted 

Any sizes 

John: 01902 861347 

www.carpenterwolverhampton.co.uk 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 01902 
606979/ 07903 500642 24flours. 
GRIFFITHS GATES. Gates, railings, 
handrails, security grills and doors. 
01902 635832 or 07816 502402. 


guttering 


A ) 


PROPERTY 

SOLUTIONS 


A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 


handyman 

services 


HANDY MAN - Most trades covered, 
gardening and 
39315. 

HANDYMAN - WALL AND ROOF 
repairs: Call now on 07922 136355 
for more details. 


plumbing, heating, gar 
decorating. 07850 559C 



home ^ 

V improvements 

C R CONSTRUCTION new builds, 
extensions, walls. Work guaran¬ 
teed. 01902 637836/07403 165205 
NEW BATTERY for your old power 
tool too expensive. Re-cell now for 
a much lower cost. Call Sertronics 
on 0845 1801015 

NEW BATTERY for your old power 
tool too expensive. Re-cell now for 
a much lower cost. Call Sertronics 
on 01922 624412 

house ^ 

v clearances 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Good prices for 
Chesterfield suites. 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 

VAN SELLIT House Clearances. 
Items bought or cleared, furniture, 
electrical, clothes, garage, sheds. 
Man and van for removals. 07714 
160717 or 07983 704889. 

kitchen fitters 

v 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 15 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

^ lock services ^ 

Lcckwiz 

Locksmith Services 

1 Emergency Door I UPVC Lock Specialists 
t Opening I Landlords FREE Lock 

Lock Replacements Exchange 


www.lock-wii.co.uk 

^LockRite 

LOCAL LOCKSMITH AND 
SECURITY SERVICES 
Lock-outs, lost keys, 
broken locks etc 

Key Cutting on- site 
24hr call out 

01902 582004. 01543 660160 

\ 

oven cleaning 

V 

VITAL OvenCleaners: Ranges,Agas 
BBQ’s etc: 07500 257089/0190272 
2937.www.vitalovencleaners.co.uk 

painters / ^ 

V decorators 

MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Call 07837 826372. 

1 plans prepared 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. Prompt att. KJ Bradley 01902 
373248. www.plans4u.co.uk 

\ 

plastering 

V 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

28 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 

plumbing & ^ 

v heating 

Q R Heating Sc 
O-D- Gas Services 

Repairs 

• Boilers and fires serviced 

Call Simon on 07725 188507 

A RELIABLE PLUMBER no job too 

small, no call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

AA HEATING & Plumbing. 
Install/Service/Repair all gas work. 
Kitchen/Bathrooms: 01922 660410 

NJ Plumbing and Heating 

In partnership with 

Miller Contracts Grp Ltd 

GAS SERVICES 

• Boilers & Central Heating • Cookers 

• Fires • Annual Services 

• Landlord Certficates 

Mob: 07770652915 or 07774543335 

Tel: 01922 682552 

Email: info@millercontracts.co.uk 

Web: www.millercontracts.co.uk 

Winter Warmer 

Save up to 30% on energy bills 

Ferolli A-Rated condensing Boiler, 
programmable Stat, Clock, Flue, up to 

7 Radiators. Supplied and fitted jfA^i 
£2,495 - 5 year warranty 1 

(subject to annual servicing) 


MKA PLUMBING/ HEATING Bath¬ 
rooms, Kitchens, Central Heating. 
Call 07834 954066/ 01543 451772 
NEW BOILER FOR £17 per month, 
11.9apr. 10 years parts & labour 
warranty 07957 886034. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a quote on: 07521 411108. 


plumbers 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS All 

aspects of building work, plumbing, 
roofing, decking, kitchen and bath¬ 
room fitting. Call 07793 747829 


V_ 


removals 


E CHEAPER 
REMOV ALS 

NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
DJ REMOVALS house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


Handymove 

Removals 

House/Office/Full moves/Single items 
Local & Distance 

Call Paul: 

07771 201502/ 01922 479791 


K C REMOVALS 


Call Keith on 07867 862227 


roofing 


J.T. MATTHEWS 

the ROOFING CENTRE 


WE TOP THE LOT 
ESTABLISHED 
OVER 60 YEARS 

ONE OF THE 
LARGEST 
CENTRES AND 
SELECTIONS 
IN THE 
MIDLANDS 



WE STOCK THE LOT 

ROOFING TILES, 
SLATES, FELTS, VALLEY 
' RIDGE, NAILS, LEAD, 
.LATH, VENTILATORS, 
PLYWOOD, GAS 
BITUMEN, UPVC 
FASCIAS & 
SOFFITS, 
GUTTERING 


For the roofing 
professional and DIY 
Visit our 5 acre complex 
Biddings Lane, Coseley 
Bilston 

Phone: (01902) 404623/4/5 
Fax: (01902) 353402 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

30 years experience 

Freephone 

(0800) - 220 - 729 


M ROOFING 

A BACKED BARGAIN flat, main, 
chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

Call AD Roofing on a 

01902 752161 / 07538118034 24 hr -J* 


ATS RUBBER COVER Spec 
in firestone flat rubber roofs. 01922 
442720 or 07783 229386 


Mk. 

ROOFING 

Flat roofs , tiling , 
roof repairs j fascias 
and gutters. 


01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


skip hire 


GQLDSHILL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping. 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle. 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 

01902404800 



RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call Now: 
01922 711411 or 07831 105695 


Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 23 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


tiling 


ALL TYPES OF TILING Karndean & 
wet rooms supplied/fitted, fully 
insured. 07768 814501. 


T JACK LIVESEY (tiles) 

-w Importers and Major 

Stockists of High Quality 
A* Wall and Floor Tiles 

"■? Professional Fixing Service Available 

01543 504731 

www.jlceramics.co.uk 


upholstery 


SEDGLEY UPHOLSTERY 

Re-upholstery of modem & antique furniture. 
Fabric samples for you to choose 
in the comfort of your home. 

Leather cosmetic repairs, scratches & colour loss 

01902 677874/07868 232527 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


Re-Upholstering of Sofas, Dining Furniture, 
Caravans, Car Retrims and more. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543 500677 
07738 851601 


upvc fascia 
boards 


fipuxalift 


Firestone flat rubber roofs 
Windows/Doors 
Fascias, soffits and guttering 

07988 354570 

www.upvchouselift.co.uk 


wrought iron 


All Gates & 
Railings supplied 
and fitted 

FREE QUOTES 
0121 526 3222 / 
07723 310 513 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


LAURAS TACK BOX Largest stock¬ 
ist of new/secondhand saddlery 
and riding wear in the Midlands. 
07949 943933, 01543 277688. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


ADORABLE MINIJack Russell 
pups, very pretty, 2 bitches, 1 dog, 
ready Jan 4, both parents can be 
seen, £250. 07775 600473. 

BLUE STAFFORDSHIRE bull 

terriers pups, 8 weeks old, five 
bitches, parents can be seen. £600 
-"’70 / ‘- 


ono. 07704 460757. 


CAARS ANIMAL RESCUE 

- Registered Charity ^ 

Dogs, cats, puppies & 
kittens accepted for rehoming. 

Call: 01922 476208. 

Red Lane, Off Crab Lane 
Essington, WV11 2DZ. 

OPEN MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9am 



‘MAX’ MISSING 

Last seen December 16, 2013, 
around 9.30pm, in Rowley 
Regis area. He is a short haired 
Coilie, has black collar with tag, 
chipped, 5 years old. Has been 
castrated. 

07967 116961. 


YORKSHIRE TERRIER pup: 
boys, 2 girls, parents can be si 
£300 to £350. 01902 682296. 


Business & 
Farming 


JOIN THE SELF EMPLOYMENT 
REVOLUTION for only £25. 
Find out more-call: 0121 314 5641. 


WANT TO SELL Your Business? 
Call John Southern at County Busi¬ 
ness Sales 01902 766724. 



training 


ng 

www.gtg.co.uk Call 01902 618487. 

GTG TRAINING, providing quality 
training for over 40 years. Visit 
www.gtg.co.uk Call 01902 618487. 




6 

Property 


market value - cash within 7 days! 
Freephone 0800 612 8495. 

UM4.l..l..l.l.l,Ul. l Bfc 



No Deposit 
**Move In Today** 

from £99pw 
Rooms from £60pw* 
*lncludes Most Bills 
D.S.S WELCOME IN STUDIO/ROOMS 
Bilston, Dudley, Walsall, 
Wednesbury, West Brom, 
Darlaston, Wolverhampton, 
700+ Properties, New Daily, 
Check Website - Live List 
WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 

Tel 0121 568 7400 
j9accommodation.com 




NOTICE TO READERS It 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

TO LET Luxury 1 & 2 bed apartments 
in the Willenhall area from 
£450 pcm. B&B Homes 
07834 483012 / 07931 382961 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



FREE FORKLIFT TRUCK 
LICENCE to benefit claimants, 
those at risk of redundancy or who 
have been recently made redun¬ 
dant, proof of which is required. 
Must reside in the Walsall postcode 
area and hold a current driving 
licence. 

For further details telephone 
Aimee on 0800 652 0374. 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726/07831 646601 




8 

Motoring 


CHEVROLET MATIZ Jan 08, Blue, 
11tr, 5DR, AC, alloys, new MoT 41 k. 
Blue trim. £1995. 07973 188897. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCi SPORT 

2004, 108,000 miles, general good 
working condition. £2,000 ono. 
07837 307228. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.2 S, 5dr, silver, 05 
plate, 2 previous owners, 31,000 
miles, 7 months MoT, SH, PAS, 
CD, £2,399. 07507 677758. 


B M A" 2 5 

CARS UNDER £1000 

Full mots - Open 7 Days a week! 

01902 490555 DALE STREET, 
BILSTON WWW.BMAMOTORS.CO.UK 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


07967 262615. (T). 


FORD TRANSIT recovery truck, new 
07 shape, refurb, absolutely mint, 
full MoT, long tax, lots of extras, 
£4,595. 07747 721674. 

PEUGEOT EXPERT 07 reg., new 
shape, Tax, MoT, 1.6 diesel, silver, 
224,986 miles, twin side loading 
doors. £2,750 ono. 07796 161397. 


Westgate 

Driver Training 


Delivering High Quality Driver Training 
For Over 40 Years 



1-1 ( 

LGV/PCV Training 
CPC Courses 
Free Assessments 
Driver Medicals 

Caravan & Horse Box Tuition available 


Tel: 01922 455514 

www.westgatedrivertraining.co.uk/ 



Y ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. CPC AND 
ADR COURSES. CALL FOR FREE BROCHURES 


CENTRAL 

TRANSPORT 

TRAINING 


0800 975 7121 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 

SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE “QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
5? Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
5^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
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ClassifiedAds 


vehicle hire 


J 


SCB CAR HIRE 

From £10 per day 

0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk | 

W.T.R VAN HIRE Connects, 

Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 


vehicles wanted 


i 


01902 457002/ 01384 79090. ' 


spares & accessories 





Personals 

L 




FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 484021 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 


# 

URGENTLY SEEKING THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF A 
Mr J P Walker 

Last know address in 
Darlaston, Walsall. 
Please contact. 

Box Number PI 8985, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 

* 


XT ASIA SWINGERS CLUB 

West Bromwich, www.xtasia.co.uk 
for full information. 07850 236053. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


spares/parts 


Landrover Parts 
Spares 8 Accessories 

We Stock Thousands Of Parts For All Land 
Rover, Range Rover & Freelander Models 

0121 568 7717 

Unit 37-38, Owen Road Trading Estate WV13 2PF 
www.jlslandrover.co.uk 


BATTERIES FROM £29.99 Corsa, 
Fiesta, Focus, Saxo 3 Year Guar¬ 
antee Wolves Hire - 01902 746723 
Tettenhall Road, WV6 OLE 


mot’s 


MOT’S NO RETEST FEE £27.99. 7 
days DSG Motor Mechanics. Call: 
01902 631466 / 07866 030218. 


for Christmas & the New Year! 
Weekly, block bookings or inten¬ 
sive courses. 07986 552131. 

£9 EACH FOR FIRST 2 Lessons, 
£18 a lesson after. Pass quick on 
manual ex BSM. 07957 254425. 
Wednesbury surrounding areas. 


bike ready for next summer. Coile. 
tion and delivery. 01922 276552. 

NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 
CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 

YAMAHA WR125X White, 2012, 
2,130 miles. 

£2,600 ono. 

07527 829177/01384 243047. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 
07977 499516 
07895 346811 - 24 hrs 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Walsall Council, Planning and 
Building Control 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 

Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or 
online www.walsall.gov.uk/planning 

Representations can be made online, email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk 
or in writing to Flead of Planning and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall 
Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. 

Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this notice. 
Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the planning 
file which is a public document and will be available for inspection at the 
Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED) 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT 1990 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE ORDER 2010 
(AS AMENDED) 

13/1674/AD 

Mr Julian James 

FOR: Installation of replacement fascia and projecting sign 
AT: 240 HIGH STREET, WALSALL, WS3 3LQ 

* 13/1670/FL 

Veseyans RFC & Sports Club 

FOR: Removal of existing floodlights and installation of 6 new 15m high 
floodlights to existing pitch 

AT: VESEYAN RFC & SPORTS CLUB,LITTLE HARDWICK 
ROAD,WALSALL,WS9 OSQ 

The application marked * does not accord with the provisions of the 
development plan for the area. 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

%»£$*** 


01902 317878 ClassifiedAds 


ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

1. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV11ES (‘the Company') and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

2. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

3. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

4. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser's responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

5. Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

6. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

7. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company's opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

8. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

9. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 

Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company's current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 
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TYla&um, 

Friendsitf 



TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT 
TO LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: 
CHAT26 TO : 80098 (T&C'S 
BELOW) 



KIRSTY blonde blue eyed size 
12 nurse, enjoys cosy nights, 
driving, holidays, socialising, 
WLTM broadminded male for 
adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409259 ® 
KATH blonde independent 
female, employed with OHAC 
looking for fun and laughter 
with likeminded nice easy 
going male, any age. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407955 ® 

SAM, 35yrs, own business, 
sexy, loves dressing up and 
married, seeks discreet man 
for casual meetings. Can travel 
anywhere. AC A. Tel No: 0905 
002 1961 Box No: 408297 
TRACY slim dark haired 
beauty, petite, hardworking 
career, enjoys dancing, nights 
out, WLTM loving male who 
can make me laugh for an 
adult relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
409419® 

SHARON very attractive 
British black lady, sexy size 6 
looking for white male to fall in 
love with. Beautiful people can 
be lonely too. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409263 ® 
ANNA, busty mature lady 
seeks no strings discreet 
meetings with male any age or 
location. Tel No: 0905 002 

1952 Box No: 366019 

MID naughty forties female 
looking fun, thrills and discreet 
meets, give me a call, you 
won’t be disappointed. Any 
age with own accommodation. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 409109® 

ANITA very attractive black 
female, seeking mature 
white/Asian man to enjoy 
uncomplicated relationship 
with no ties. Any age, pis 
contact me, I'm very lonely. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408505 ® 

SUSIE, seeks fifty shades of 
grey with guy any age but must 
be discreet, call and I will 
explain why. Tel: No. 0905 002 

1953 Box No: 407321 
ABBA girl blonde lookalike, 
size 16, attractive, bubbly, 
OHAC, seeking solvent, 
refined, handsome guy with full 
head of hair, 5ft 9ins plus, 
professional and courteous. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409151 ® 

NEETA Black beauty, classy, 
intelligent 21 yrs, loves to enjoy 
life, have lots of fun and be 
spoilt, give me a call. Any age, 
looks and status. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409101 ® 
HI I'm Jo, first timer, newly 
divorced perfect size 10, 
blonde, attractive, tactile and 
looking to fall in love again. 
Age unimportant, dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409089 ® 
SUSIE 32yr old nurse who 
likes cosy nights in with a good 
bottle of wine and spending 
quality times with great 
company, if you feel the same 
pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408877 ® 
BABS 27yrs slender with dark 
haired passionate Italian who 
loves to dance, eat out, looking 
for nice n/s male to spend 
quality adult time with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407943 ® 

BUBBLY 60 plus lady, slim, 
fair hair, comfy in jeans and 
leather jacket, seeks similar 
male for friendship etc. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408859 

JOANNA 34, in need of tic, 
wining, dining being treated 
like the princess I am, looking 
for sugar daddy, that someone 
special to love me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408869 ® 


SUE attractive lonely brunette 
who loves eves in/out, music, 
WLTM someone sincere to 
love and get close to, why not 
give me a call? Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 407021 ® 
MARIA gorgeous outgoing 
bbw 27, good fun, caring, 
romantic, looking for that 
special someone to share life 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:408733 ® 

KIM attractive single lady new 
to area looking for meet new 
friends and maybe a new love 
interest. I have many hobbies 
and am interesting to know, pis 
call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408489 ® 
TAYLOR attractive very busty 
curvy black female looking for 
fun times with open-minded 
male who is also looking for 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408311 ® 

BETHANY 25yr old blonde, 
slim size 10 with great 
personality, looking for nice 
guy to share my life with, single 
dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408253 ® 
HI I'm Pam, cuddly, attractive, 
self-sufficient, employed, 
looking for similar young 
looking, sincere male for 
hopeful Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407933 ® 
FEMALE many interests, 
seeks male, 40-55 for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408537 

28YR old female, seeking 
male with GSOH for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408639 
MIXED raced lady, 34, widely 
travelled, seeking gent, 30-40 
for romance. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408429 
68YR old lady, likes gardening, 
meals out, days out, looking for 
sincere gent to share time with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:408413 

JENNY single independent 
attractive lady, tall and leggy, 
sensual and looking for very 
special male friend. Only 
genuine callers pis. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
408285 ® 

CHRIS blue eyed blonde 
single female, lots of interests, 
loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature 
sincere gent for possible Itr. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407615® 

ATTRACTIVE female, young 
49, 5ft 7ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, genuine, loyal, 
easygoing, GSOH, seeks tall, 
handsome male, 40-50 for fun 
times, friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:406135 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely 
a little bit naughty! Imaginative 
curvy blonde seeks male for 
kisses and cuddles. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
363428 

62YR old female, widowed, 
small, slim, attractive, kind, 
outgoing, likes meals out, 
dancing, holidays, nights in, 
seeking professional gent. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
394106 

CAROL 36, looking for older 
experienced gent 50-70yrs for 
fun times only, discretion 
assured and expected. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401853® 

CURVY Irish female 35yrs 
looking for fun, frolics, 
weekends away and lots of 
excitement with reliable male, 
discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407603 ® 

JANE attractive, seeking male 
for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:403807 
SLIM active lady, 60's, N/S, 
seeks honest, kind gent, 57-62 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407693 

ANNABELLA board attractive 
30 something nurse wanting 
healing hands for no strings 
fun. No TLC required. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407449 ® 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 



Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial l Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 


Reply to members by text.. 

Simply send REPLY26(leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098, eg: 

REPLY26123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 


Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0844 800 1 1 88 Monday - Friday 

10am-4pm or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 



TEXT IN NOW AND CHAT 
TO LOCAL PEOPLE. SEND: 
CHAT26 TO : 80098 (T&CS 
BELOW) 

SINGLE white 40's male, 
looking for strictly no strings 
adult fun, any age/race/looks, 
genuine callers. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409613 ® 
LOCAL businessman, seeking 
special friend for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409585 ® 
SAM seeking lovely lady for 
great times likes sports, good 
standard of living, looking for 
some fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409527 
ATTRACTIVE male, 48, 5ft 
8ins, GSOH, loving, genuine, 
seeks attractive female, single 
mum welcome, ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 
409471 ® 

PETE 6ft lins, likes body 
building, kick boxing, seeks 
female for love and friendship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409451 

MASON single parent, seeking 
female for no strings fun times, 
30-45. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 409443 ® 

MALE likes nights out, 
holidays, seeking nice female 
for friendship, fun and maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 409363 
GARY 40, tall, dark hair, seeks 
female, 30-50 for fun and LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:409207 ® 


GENEROUS male, 6ft, GSOH, 
likes music, DIY, seeks 
attractive lady to spoil and 
pamper. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409019 
TONY 55, dark hair, 6ft, 
confident, outgoing, seeks 
mature, attractive female, 68 
plus, genuine ad. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408989 
FUN loving male, 47, lots to 
give, looking for genuine lady 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 409159 
GENT 55, slightly mad, but not 
bad, will make you glad you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408973 ® 
TALL intelligent, professional 
fit guy, 50's, athletic, seeks 
good natured, intelligent 
female, 50-57 for friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:408991 ® 

LONELY male, 55, seeks 
Indian/Jamaican female, 25 
plus for sincere relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:408957 

ATTRACTIVE male, 55, seeks 
older female, 50-70 for close, 
adult fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397189 
MARK 44, 6 ft, dark hair, 
businessman, interesting, 
seeking sporty female for 
meals out, day trips, country 
walks etc. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 408571 


TEXT: ftXfl 

CHAT26i5%]/ 

TO. 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles 
will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap 
compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to 
text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent (max 150 characters). Service only available where phone icon show. 
Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service 
provided by Sports4Adults. Help: 0844 800 1188. SMS TEXT CHAT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS sent. This service is a virtual chat service 
meaning you will not be able to meet the people listed. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by JMedia. Help: 0844 800 1188. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory pur¬ 
poses. W/C 30/12/13 
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Local Specialists 


C9 


J I 


Blinds & Curtains 


Electricians 


BARGAIN BLINDS 

7 VERTICAL BLINDS FROM £199 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
‘LIKE FOR LIKE 9 QUOTE 

_ 

FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


Accountancy 


ALL WORK CARRIED OUT 
AND GUARANTEED BY LOCAL 
ELECTRICIAN FROM A LIGHT SWITCH 
TO A FULL REWIRE 


Electrical ^ervic ej 

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL 


DOMESTIC ■ COMMERCIAL ■ INDUSTRIAL ImailPJbelecUic^e^Hlsky.com 


Double Glazing 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services 
for the self employed, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

^ tffttalCZJ DISCOUNTS 

JS; dev free 

QUOTATIONS 



A 


AERIALS 
\ FITTED 
FROM £69 



A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 



PROTECHT 

ELECTRICAL 


Full - Part Rewires 
Fuse Board Upgrades 
Showers - Cooker Point 
Burglar Alarm 
Additional Sockets 


Latest Burglar Alarms 
at unbeatable prices 

Ringe now for a 
Free Quotation on 

01922 644418 


MB?} electric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ^ M|a 
local service call: ■ - 


mbelectric. co.ukU 


I 


T: 01922 711192 
M: 07723 028842 

E: info@l-s-f-electricalservices.co.uk 
www.l-s-f-electricalservices.co.uk 


COMMERCIAL 
DOMESTIC 
FIRE ALARMS 
INTRUDER ALARMS 
DATA CABLING 



ELECTRSCFIi 






THE MOST EXPERIENCED REPAIR SPECIALISTS IN THE AREA 

• BROKEN AND MISTED UNITS REPLACED 

• 1 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE 

• REPAIRS TO DOORS, WINDOWS, PATIOS AND CONSERVATORIES 

• WE FIX: FAULTY LOCKS, BROKEN HINGES, HANDLES AND PATIO WHEELS 

• ALL WORK AND MATERIALS GUARANTEED - NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
FOR A FREE SURVEY OR ADVICE GALL NEIL / DAVE ON: 




01543 504900 24 HRS 
07749 109035 (J< 

12 WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 


Driveways 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
* Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

(01543) 251416 


Fencing 




Plumbing & Heating 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


MAN & VAN 


* Local / Distance 

* Single Item / Full Load 

* Ebay Collections 

* Relocations - FREE no 
obligation home visit 

07754 593502 
01543 274229 


Accessories 


P & S Spares & Repairs Ltd 

(Vauxhall Specialists) 

Second hand spares off the shelf 

Q Servicing and Mechanical Repairs 

a Electronic Engine Management and Airbag Fault Diagnostic Service 

WANTED 

LATE VAUXHALLS: Scrap, MOT failures or 
accident damaged - Anything considered 
VAUXHALL PARTS ALSO WANTED 

Tel: 01543 370077 

Mobile: 07956 911287 

Unit 15, Yates’s Boat Yard, Lime Lane, Pelsall, WS3 5AS 


Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
* Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 


Bj FENCING SUPPLIES © 

QUALITY PRODUCTS - TRADE PRICES 

* NEW YEAR PRICES COMMITMENT * 

“WE GUARANTEE THE HIGHEST QUALITY AND 
LOWEST PRICES OBTAINABLE FROM ANY 
MAJOR SUPPLER THROUGHOUT THE YEAR” 

SUPPLY ONLY OR EXPERT FITTING SERVICE, FREE QUOTES, ADVICE, 
OAP/TRADE DISCOUNTS, TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS - ESTABLISHED 1999 

*ORDER NOW TO BEAT THE TIMBER SHORTAGE* 

AND HIGHER SAWMILLS + SUPPLIER PRICES 

VISIT OUR UNIT - COMPARE AND QUALITY 


TEL: 01543 821213, 07886 369958 OR 07828 693442 
UNIT 21, ZONE 3 BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, ROBINS ROAD, 
BURNTWOOD WS7 3FX (REAR MORRISONS) 


Gardening 


Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
County Council Approved 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Tri mm ing 
* Stump Removal 

24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 


Household Appliances 




Cars £29.95 
Motorcycles £21.95 
Three Wheelers 
£29.95 

David Ross Ltd 

81/91 Hednesford Road, Heath Hayes, Cannock, Staffs WS12 3HL 

01543 277916 OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon-Fri: 8.30 am-5.00 pm Saturday : 8.30 am-12.30 pm 

S3 


O.A.P £2.00 OFF 


Plastering 


*£ocaC, %eiuid£e 

J. H. PLASTERING & TILING 

Boarding Floors 

Skimming Artex 

Bathroom Fittings 
Repairs Covering 

Free advice and estimates 

Teh 01543 361746 
07738 516710 



Tired and Cracked?? 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 

can CAPlasterin; 


iasterim 

%04) 44wUL 


D & D DOMESTICS 

Your Local Repair Engineers 
All makes of Electric Cookers, Washing Machines 
and Tumble Dryers 

Free call out 

Factory trained Engineers ( 

Call anytime on: 

01922 746886 
07958 746758 



f\jrO 4€>' 


07538718264 


Plumbing & Heating 


NEED A PLUMBER? 


Bathrooms and Kitchens Fitted Tiling Specialists 

For all those jobs around your kitchen 
and bathroom Taps, Radiators, Burst 
Pipes, Showers and Leaks. 

-NO JOB TOO SMALL 
-NO CALL OUT CHARGE 


GIVE IAN A CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 

07813 506025 OR (01902) 276740 



CLIFF 

THE 

PLUMBER 

24 Hour Callout 

No Job Too Small 
Leaking Pipes 
Radiators & Tanks Fitted 
Bathroom Suites Fitted 
Also Gutter Repairs & Fascias 
FREE QUOTES 
10% OFF for Pensioners 
Family business for 35 years 
Tel: Cliff 

01543 432584 evenings 
Daytime: 07836 577269 


L. Smith 
Plumbing 

24 hr Call Out 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Leaking pipes, Taps, 

Ball Valves Repair and 
Re-new, Radiators, Toilets etc. 
Gutters, Repair and Fascias 
Free Quotes 

10% OFF FOR PENSIONERS 

Family business 

07511 539915 

Anytime 

01543 432677 


Property Maintenance 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied 
and fitted £54.50 each 

• 6 x 6 Panel pre-painted doors fully 
fitted for £375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic coatecl 
doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 


WALSALL ROOFING 
SPECIALISTS 

PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 


i Slate and Tile Repairs 
i Plat ROOFS, EPDM 
Rubber Roofing 
. UPVC Soffits and 
Pascias 

. Chimney Reducing 
i Guttering Repairs 
, All Pointing Work 




i 20 Year Guarantee 

> 25 Years Experience 

> Re-Roofs 


i Special rates for 
senior citizens 


THURS/FRI 


1 Mark: 01922 694548 / 


0^30204000 


www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 


C.J.S. ROOFING 

Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 

All work guaranteed ■ 35 years experience 

FREE quotes 

,mi— . . , 

Telephone Clive: ■ l ■ ' ■ 

01543 573490 
or 07778 444401 



(ICES 

Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 



Call: 61922 711156 
67722 533247 


ALL V J 
AREAS \ 


ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 

• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 
Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 0782 1837399 



To advertise your business and reach 95,000 potential customers... 

IQ 

Call us on... 

01543 465331 M Z3 

E-mail us at... 

s.broad@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... 

Sam Broad, Walsall Chronicle, 1 

Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES 
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Jess Varnish has her sights set on becoming world champion after battling back from an injury that kept her out for six months Jess Varnish celebrating a gold medal with Victoria Pendleton in the team sprint in 2012 


Bikes, pain and 200 camels 


AS an athlete Jess Varnish may be 
worth her weight in gold but in Mar¬ 
rakesh it seems her price is consider¬ 
ably lower. 

“I almost got sold, some guy wanted to buy me for 
200 camels,” she says. “I think it was because I’ve 
got blonde hair. He was going to my mum: ‘Is this 
your daughter?’ and mum was like ‘yeah’ and he 
replied: ‘She should come and live with me for 200 
camels.’ I was like ‘get me out of here now’.” 

Varnish from Halesowen, laughs as she recalls the trip 
with mum Helen in February, designed to take her mind off 
the back injury which kept her out for almost six months. 

It capped almost 18 months of pain for the Halesowen 
cyclist following her Olympic disqualification from the team 
sprint final with Victoria Pendleton in 2012. 

The back problem literally added injury to the insult, but 
silver in the team sprint at the Mexico World Cup with 
Becky James recently proved her quality. 

It added to her team sprint, match sprint, 500m time trial 
and keirin titles at the National Championships in Novem¬ 
ber - and two bronze medals at the European Champi¬ 
onships a month earlier. It allows Varnish to be remarkably 
philosophical when we meet as the 23-year-old swings her 
feet over the seat in front of her at the Velodrome in Man¬ 
chester. 

Winning 

“The Olympics didn’t change me, it doesn’t define me 
being an Olympic champion or winning a medal,” says 
Varnish. 

“The injuries probably define me more than the 
Olympics, because you have to do it on your own. 

“Nobody - apart from the people who are really close to 
you - understands. You have to get on with it yourself. 

“I wasn’t naive, but I thought nothing bad was ever going 
to happen. I never thought I’d be restricted with what I 
could do. It’s probably good it’s happened, in a way. 

“If I got disqualified in the World final I would be gutted, 
but nothing would ever be as bad as the Olympics. I would 
be really sad, but I’d get on with it. 

“The Olympics is something you’ve been training for all 
your life, for this one thing, and then very quickly it’s gone. 

“It doesn’t even mean anything. The injury has put 
things into perspective. A few months ago I would have been 
happy going to Mexico just to do anything.” 

We touch further on the Olympics, but there is little else 
Varnish can say. She was the only competing member of the 
British cycling track team not to win a medal in London last 
summer. 

She and Pendleton were disqualified in the team sprint 
when they were guaranteed silver and would probably have 
won gold. The nation saw her distraught as Pendleton held 
her in the Velodrome, the chance of a medal gone, and she 
has moved on. 

There is a World Championship to think about in Febru¬ 
ary in Cali, Colombia, but it’s a goal Varnish doubted she 
would make after such a turbulent year. 

A backache on a training camp in Australia in January 
developed into a more serious problem and left her fearing 
missing another season. The mundane chores of cleaning 
and shopping - let alone continuing her career - were put 
on hold. 

And the seriousness of the problem was revealed with a 
simple sneeze. 

“Don’t even talk to me about that,” she says, still wincing 



mmg 

months. When I was in Australia, I could feel it 
every day and I just wanted to get home. 

“I had an injection and it was an epidural so 
it had to go into the discs. The needle is long and 
you go in and out of a scanner when it’s in your 
back. They said: ‘That should do it,’ but in my 
mind it was still there. It felt OK, but when 
you’re hurt your body just knows. 

“Then one day I was doing a lift in the 
gym and it just went. I started crying, 
and I never thought I’d cry in the gym. 

I thought I’d broken it, I couldn’t walk, 
couldn’t bend down or anything. 

“And when I got home I sneezed - 
oh my God! I dropped to the floor in 
pain - my legs just went. 

“Liam (Phillips - Varnish’s 
boyfriend and UCI BMX World 
Champion) wasn’t in the room but I 
was like ‘Liam, what the hell just 
happened?’ My body was out of 
control; it was bizarre and really 
scary. Now I’ve got to sneeze with 
my mouth open - and just get my 
germs everywhere. I have to, just 
because of paranoia.” 

Varnish had torn the L5/S1 disc in 
her lower back with fluid leaking out of 
the disc and surgery or enforced rest 
were the only options. 

She chose rest and only managed to 
return to concerted training in July, 
nearly six months after the initial prob¬ 
lems. 

It was the first injury of her career - 
give or take a day or two off - and in an 
honest and vulnerable moment left her 
questioning a return to the top. 

“I wasn’t thinking about retiring, 
but I didn’t think I’d be able to come 
back as before,” she says.“Every time 
I was on the bike it was hurting and I 
didn’t want to do it for the rest of my 
life with pain. There would be no enjoy¬ 
ment. 

“I’d go on my rollers in the morning or 
on a gym bike but I couldn’t bend over. I’d 
just be in pain and how was I meant to put 
power down in this position? 

“The idea of doing a start made me 
want to cry. Your back is central so every¬ 
where felt awful, I had pain in my legs, 
everywhere. 

“I’d worked so hard to put on muscle and 
get stronger and more powerful but I came 
back and everyone was saying I’d wasted away. 

“I couldn’t do anything to keep the muscle there, I 
lost 7kg just of muscle. 

“It’s bizarre because people would think you’d get 
fat, but I just lost it. I felt awful and weak and thinking: 
‘How I am ever going to get back to do this?’After the 
time off I’d come back to the track and train and it would 
hurt, so they’d just send me home. It was one step forward 
and two steps back all the time.” 

Varnish blames the lack of down time after the Games for 
her injury, believing her body could not cope after the 
demands of preparing for London 2012. 

She had just two weeks off in an attempt to ride herself 


out of the disappointment but admits, in future, 
she will ask British Cycling chiefs for more rest. 

“We never ever get a break. Looking back I’m 
really going to push to have that time because if 
I’d had more time off after the Olympics, I don’t 
think I’d have been injured,” she says. 

“I came back too early, 100 per cent. I had a 
couple of weeks off, but I wanted to do it for 
myself because of what happened at the 
Games. I wanted to get back into it 
myself to prove I was still in good 
shape. 

“Your body can’t do it at the end of 
the day - so I ended up having to 
have five months off. 

“Vicky put a lot of things in per¬ 
spective and then Chris Hoy got in 
touch to say that, although things 
might seem horrible, I was doing 
the right thing and I would get 
back into the sport. 

“To be encouraged by two 
people who had been through it 
all was wonderful.” 

Varnish cracks another smile, 
joking about her own misfortune. 
But when it comes to her return, 
she is focused. 

China’s Lee Wai Sze has built on 
her bronze in the keirin at London 
2012 and team sprint world and 
Olympic champions, Germany’s 
Kristina Vogel and Miriam Welte 
- who beat Varnish and James in 
Mexico - are chief threats. And 
even though she and James were 
under China’s old world record 
time set at London 2012, they were 
still second in Aguascalientes 
recently. 

So does Varnish, who imme¬ 
diately lost the team sprint 
world record she set with 
Pendleton at London 2012 to 
China in the very next race, 
need to get faster? 

“Yep,” she says matter-of- 
factly. “Everyone has got 
faster, which is great because it 
shows the sport is going in the 
right direction. 

“But now isn’t the time to 
be the fastest in the world, 
we’ve got until February to 
get into that place. 

“I’ve needed that time 
after having such a long 
time off of not being able to do 
anything. I’m happy to be where 
I’ve got back to after just four months back on the bike. 
“I have raced more this year than I ever have done in a 
year. It’s bizarre but it’s really good, it’s helped me. 

“I don’t see I’m on the radar now, I just want to go to each 
training session and commit to it. 

“I just feel I want to be fast on my bike because nothing 
else matters. There’s a whole other world out there of 
people I’ve got to beat. I see it as a bigger picture.” 

That comes from her time on the sidelines, watching, 
struggling with pain and plotting her eventual return. 


It is an ongoing situation with Varnish admitting she 
must manage her back carefully to ensure she doesn’t suffer 
again. 

Her training has changed, incorporating more pilates, as 
the Worlds and the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow this 
summer loom. “I don’t think it’s going to be gone ever,” says 
Varnish, who began track cycling at an early age and was 
selected to join British Cycling’s Olympic Development Pro¬ 
gramme in 2005, making selection a year ahead of her age 
group. 

“It’s always going to be something I’ll have to manage - 
and want to manage. 

“It could come back at any time and I want to keep my 
body healthy for as long as possible. I’m 23 and hopefully 
have a long career ahead of me. 

“It was such a bad injury; I don’t want anything like that 
again. I’ll always be aware of it and I’ll always do rehab and 
pilates. 

“That’s what I’ve started to do because of my back. I’ve 
had to change in the gym, I can’t do some lifts which I used 
to do because of the load on the disc. 

“I will be able to do them at some point. You have to do 
one exercise at a time, then put weight on. 

Lifting 

“I’m really happy with what I can do compared to not 
doing anything. I’m lifting more than I thought I’d be able 
to do.” 

There’s no frustration now, though, even after watching 
sprint partner James take gold in the keirin and sprint at 
the World Track Championships in Minsk in February. 

The pair, who grew up together in the British Cycling pro¬ 
gramme, were in Pendleton’s shadow. 

But there is no battle to become the sport’s new golden 
girl. “We are really good friends, we’ve been doing the same 
training, have pushed ourselves and raced together at the 
World Cup,” says Varnish, who also rides for Team V-Sprint 
Racing, which was founded by dad Jim, a former National 
and World Cycle Speedway champion. 

“I didn’t get the icing on the cake at the Worlds because I 
was in good shape apart from my back, but Becky got all the 
rewards from it. 

“It wasn’t my time. Becky has had her injuries, I was 
happy it all came together.” 

Varnish dreams about being world champion and emulat¬ 
ing James - the closest she has come was team sprint silver 
in 2011 - something she thought she would have to put on 
hold for another year. 

But after overcoming her demons, on and off the track, it 
is a realistic aim in February. 

The scars have healed and Varnish is happy to the point 
where she apologises for talking about things too much. It 
has been a long road, but something which has left her fear¬ 
less. “I’d never been injured before,” she says. 

“Maybe I’d have to miss one session because a muscle was 
tight, but I’ve never been injured. 

“Looking back it’s gone quickly to where I am now but it 
was horrible at the time. Each day dragged. I couldn’t do 
anything. I just appreciate things more now. I appreciate 
being able to get on my bike and perform to 100 per cent 
after not being able to for so long. 

“It’s never been taken away from me, I’ve not had any 
limitations before. 

“Even talking about it, you know you should appreciate 
every day of being able to be on the bike. It sounds stupid. 

“It has been horrible, but now I’ve come out the other side 
of it and hopefully going to be successful. So I think nothing 
can ever be as bad as what’s happened. 

“What else could be as bad? I’m just not scared now.” 
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Four out 
of four 
as Aiton 
spot on 

Walsall Wood 1 
Continental Star 0 

WOOD made it four wins 
out of four, but were made to 
fight hard for their victory. 

Star had lost skipper 
Davion Hamilton after an 
incident with the referee as 
early as the 28th minute. It 
took a first goal of the season 
from the penalty spot on 78 
minutes by Drew Aiton, a 
minute after coming on for 
his first appearance since 
May after a back operation 
to break the deadlock. 

Both sides started 
brightly, playing some neat, 
intricate football that broke 
down on the edge of the box 
or ended with a speculative 
long range effort off target. 
Then in the 28th minute 
Star skipper Davion Hamil¬ 
ton, who’d already been 
booked, appeared to charge 
into the back of the referee 
and picked up another card 
and subsequently saw red. 

It was welcome back to 
Craig Deakin to League 
action after three months in 
America, but he limped out 
of the game after a horrific 
40th minute challenge. 

He ironically was replaced 
by Leon Taylor making his 
first appearance since a 
broken ankle in May. 

Drew Aiton was on the 
field for one minute after his 
back operation before 
scoring the 78th minute 
penalty that opened last 
season’s second highest 
scorers goal account for this 
term. 

Play-off bid 
for Olympic 

Rushall Olympic 2 
Witton Albion 0 

GOALS from Matt Cooper 
and a stoppage time effort 
from Josh Craddock earned 
Pics three more precious 
points as they look to mount 
a serious play-off challenge. 

Before the game, Carl 
Palmer and Chris Gemmell 
received awards for clocking 
up 200 and 300 games 
respectively, and the ever¬ 
green Palmer went on to 
enjoy another excellent 
game in the heart of mid- 

Before Christmas, 

Olympic produced a five- 
star performance to beat 
bottom club Droylsden 5-1. 

By the 24th minute the 
Pics led 3-0, through Carl 
Palmer, Ahmed Obeng and 
Jack Duggan. 

A Fernandez penalty 
reduced the arrears before 
Pics increased their lead 
through Stan Mugisha and 
Gavin Caines added the fifth 
from the spot. 


Etheridge is in no rush to join paid ranks 



Walsall boxer Liam Etheridge 


WALSALL’S Liam Etheridge 
insists he’s in no rush to turn pro as 
the new national amateur cham¬ 
pion pledged his allegiance to the 
unpaid ranks. 

The Pleck ABC fighter was 
crowned a title holder in the 
National Ambition Boxing Champi¬ 
onships in December and made a 
name for himself during his run to 
glory. 

Etheridge dumped out three-time 
national champion Reece Mould at 
the semi-final stage, before defeat¬ 
ing England international Thomas 
Kindon in the final. Now the 19- 


Boxing 


year-old featherweight, from New 
Invention, a sign maker by day, has 
set his sights on boxing for his 
country for the first time, rather 
than turn over to the pro code. 

The talented teenager even has 
lofty ambitions of pushing for a 
place on Team GB at the 2016 
Olympic Games in Rio. 

He said: “When the Olympics 
start, I will still be 21 and I want to 
turn pro when I am 22 or 23. Until 
then, I want to enjoy the amateur 


game as much as I can. I have had 75 
fights for Pleck and the trainers are 
like parents to me. 

“I was 10 when I first came to 
Pleck and 11 when I had my first 
fight for them. It’s like my second 
home and I grew up there.” 

At the Heart of Portsmouth 
Boxing Academy on December 8, 
Etheridge was given the nod in the 
title decider at 54kg in Class C, for 
boxers born in 1994 and 1995. 

It was third time lucky for the 
former ABA Schoolboys and junior 
finalist. Etheridge said: “Nine years 
I waited for it, but it eventually hap¬ 


pened. I trained twice a day, three 
days a week, and it paid off in the 
end. 

“There’s a lot of people to thank 
for it, it’s not all me. I think (train¬ 
ers) Terry and Tony and Terry 
(Leonard) were happier than me 
when the result was announced. 

“It was a tough fight in the final. 
He came back strong, but I kept my 
guard tight and stood my ground. 

“It was a majority decision, which 
made me worry it was going to go 
the other way. But when he raised 
my hand, I jumped up and 
screamed.” 


STOPPAGE-TIME GOAL 
BLOW FOR SADDLERS 


Gillingham 2 Walsall 2 

WALSALL’S final fixture of 2013 con¬ 
tained just about everything but three 
points. 

When Julian Gray smashed home his first Sad¬ 
dlers goal in almost two-and-a-half years to put 


them 2-1 up in the 90th 
certain. 

But Cody McDonald then 
popped up to level for the 
hosts in stoppage time and 
deny Dean Smith’s side a 
first come-from-behind win 
of the season. 

The year, it is fair to say, 
went out with a bang for 
both of these sides. But it is 
the Saddlers who will have 
woken up with most cause to 
rue two dropped points. 

They were stung within 
seconds of the second period 
beginning when McDonald 
broke the deadlock with a 
stunning overhead kick 
from the edge from the edge 
of the box. 

That was the cue for 45 
minutes of superb entertain¬ 
ment, culminating in the 
ferocious finish after 
Romaine Sawyers had got 
the visitors back on level 
terms. 

Clinical 

While they will feel they 
should have taken all three 
points. Smith’s side picked 
up their 73rd of the calendar 
year with the draw. 

Undoubtedly, there is a 
need for them to be more 
clinical if a sustained push 
for the play-offs is to be had - 
but there can also be no 
denying 2013 has been a 
superb year for the Saddlers, 
even if it ended on a frustrat¬ 
ing note. 

Ashley Hemmings headed 
wide and sent another effort 


minute, the win looked 


Football 


off target, while Westcarr 
dragged a shot wide and 
Paul Downing fired over 
from six yards following a 
well-worked free-kick. 

Seconds after the restart 
they were trailing as 
McDonald scored his con¬ 
tender for goal of the season. 

The goal stunned the Sad¬ 
dlers and they were fortu¬ 
nate not to fall further 
behind when McDonald 
broke through only to be 
denied by O’Donnell. 

But the Saddlers hit back 
to level with a fine move. 
The ball was eventually 
worked out to Hemmings on 
the left flank; his cross was 
returned across the face of 
goal by James Baxendale 
and Sawyers stabbed home. 

The chances kept on 
coming; Kedwell nodded a 
Whelpdale long throw onto 
the bar and Sawyers 
screwed his shot into the 
side-netting from two yards 
out after Nelson had 
fumbled a Sam Mantom 
drive. 

Even so, there was a sense 
the game was winding down 
before Gray popped up in the 
final minute to smash home. 

Westcarr missed an imme¬ 
diate chance to make it three 
as the game ticked into stop¬ 
page time and McDonald 
made him pay seconds later 
with the leveller. 



Julian Gray, right, is congratulated by Craig Westcarr after the late goal which seemed to have won it 


Place in 
last four 
secured 

Stafford 13 Walsall 32 

WALSALL Rugby Club were 
forced to make several 
changes for their Stafford¬ 
shire Cup quarter final 
match at Stafford and as a 
result there was a lack of 
cohesion in certain aspects 
of their game. 

The hosts took an early 
lead with an Oxley penalty 
kicked from 30 metres. 

Walsall responded within 
two minutes with a try from 
Connor McGuirk. 

Before the end of the first 
quarter, Stafford began to 
play with more confidence 
and Oxley kicked a penalty 
and then converted a try by 
lock forward Ollie Grate- 
holder. The closing minutes 
of the half saw Walsall con¬ 
tinue to launch attacks at 
every opportunity. McGuirk 
got his, and the team’s 
second try. Roger Weston 
put over the conversion and 
then kicked a penalty to 
make it 13-13 at the interval. 

Walsall had the benefit of 
the breeze during the second 
half and began to gain terri¬ 
torial superiority. 

Jack Crowhurst went over 
for the next score and two 
more tries, from Weston and 
max Hughes followed, both 
converted by Weston. 

Walsall host Longton in 
the semi-final in February. 

Hughes hits five 
as Khalsa romp 

Sporting Khalsa 8 Brom¬ 
yard Town 0 - West Mid¬ 
lands Regional League 

RUTHLESS Khalsa enjoyed 
a Christmas feast with a 
eight-goal thumping of 
Bromyard Town with top 
scorer Liam Hughes bagging 
five. 

Mark Habbershaw added 
two, one a penalty and Ben 
Love sealed an impressive 
victory. 
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